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 Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

In times of uncertainty, I find comfort in knowing that our Heavenly Father has  

a plan for my life. I like Jeremiah 29:11-14—“’For I know the plans I have for 

you,’ says the LORD. ‘They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you   

a future and a hope. In those days when you pray, I will listen. If you look for 

me wholeheartedly, you will find me. I will be found by you,’ says the LORD.”  

We also seem to live in such changing times, but thankfully the Lord does not 

change. Moses writes in Numbers 23:19, saying, “God is not human, that He 

should lie, not a human being, that He should change His mind.” The Old      

Testament prophet writes in Malachi 3:6, “I Am the Lord, and I do not change. 

That is why you descendants of Jacob are not already destroyed.” And it is   

written in Hebrews 13:8, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and   

forever.” Life can seem to be out of control and I can become afraid, but the  

Lord puts it in my heart to know that His plan will be carried out in my life      

because He does not change. In Matthew 14, Jesus walks on the water to the 

boat where His disciples are about to drown. Peter calls out to Jesus and Jesus 

invites him to walk on the water as well. Peter does have faith and gets out of 

the boat and walks on the water toward Jesus. Until Peter takes his eyes off    

Jesus, that is, and begins looking at the waves and wind. Then Peter begins to 

sink. When Peter looks up at Jesus again, he stops sinking and walks with Jesus 

on the water, back to the boat. My friends, if I take my eyes off Jesus and begin 

looking at the times of uncertainty and focusing my attention on the changing 

times, I begin to sink. But if I keep my eyes on Jesus, even as the storm rages 

around me, I know that no matter what happens, everything will be alright. 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for    

having a plan for my life and that You do not change. Please help me keep my 

eyes on Jesus.” 

Pastor StanPastor StanPastor StanPastor Stan    

Pastor Stan 



 

We don’t need the praises 

Or acclamations of others; 

We get all the praise we need 

By serving our sisters and brothers. 

 

Helping one another 

With kindness and love; 

Giving something of ourselves  

Is all God asks from above. 

 
We can’t wait for the morrow; 

It may never come. 

It seems that the right time 

May never arrive for some. 

 
Now is the time to make our mark, 

To do what good we can do; 

For in loving and helping others 

We to ourselves are true. 
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I wonder, as I look ahead 

At life’s very short road; 

What did I do or not do 

To ease someone’s heavy load. 

 

Has a careless word hurt the feelings 

Of a person close to me? 

A word foolishly spoken, 

A word I could not retrieve. 

 

From birth to death the years fly 

As sand before the wind; 

The days flash before us, 

A ticking of the clock sounds within. 

 

So fast, so little time 

In this world to do some good; 

To do for my fellow human beings 

All that I possibly could. 

 

Taking Time 



TBUMC is blessed to be FULL of faithful volunteers ready and committed to serving wherever and 
whenever there is a need. Beginning this month, we would like to recognize an area of ministry  
each month to familiarize the congregation with its mission and to honor its dedicated members! 

 

What a unique name for a 
unique group of women! 
They are definitely the hearts 
and hands at TBUMC! All of the 
ladies of the church are invited 

to be a part of this group that has the reputation for preparing and serving 
the delicious meals for various church functions. But they do FAR more!  
 

Says Marie Ryman, Coordinator for the Ministry, “Hearts and Hands have long tried to get the 
word out that we do more than food preparation. However, when it is time to eat, there we are! 
Could it be like the old saying that ‘the kitchen is the heart of the home’? Well, we won't go that 
far...we know that it takes many more groups than ours to run a church! As coordinator, I feel  
that I mostly do the paper work. It is all the other ladies who always show up that keeps the warm 
smells going. The same goes for lending a hand in all the other activities we do. However, we are 
always striving to encourage new ladies to join and help us keep going.” 
 

Hearts & Hands are also an outreach of support to those families in need within the church. They 
are quick to respond when called on to provide whatever is needed to make a situation, function or 
activity more comfortable, more inviting...and, yes, to add a woman’s touch. Projects include the 
planning of the Annual Thanksgiving Dinner, providing cookies for the Empty Bowl Supper for the 
Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter, Lenten Souper Supper meals, the H&H Annual Christmas Party, 
the collection of funds for local outreaches and shoes for widows in Kenya! They also planned and  
implemented, in conjunction with the police department and FBI, a community presentation on   
human trafficking that was very well attended. Fun activities include special speakers, crafts, bus 
trips, and a fun night out. LADIES! You don’t want to miss out on this thriving ministry at 
TBUMC! Their next meeting will be Tuesday, February 20th at 7:00 PM. See you there! 
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Church Life and Community 

HHHHeeeeaaaarrrrttttssss    &&&&    HHHHaaaannnnddddssss                                                                                                                                                                    
Ministry SpotlightMinistry SpotlightMinistry SpotlightMinistry Spotlight    

To All Our Friends THANK YOU!! 
 

We are blessed here at Toms Brook with a loving and caring church 
family. John is making great progress as he heals from the knee     
surgery. Most of all we thank you for your prayers and love. We have 
received many cards, calls, dinners, and shopping offers. A special 
thanks to friends that saw that we got to our doctor’s appointments. 
May God bless this church! 
      Thanks Again, 
 

      John and Nancy Easto 



By Barbara Coverstone Nothing Can Separate Us  
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Nothing Can Ever Separate Us From... 

  
 

 

Brrrr! It’s February...probably considered by some the dreariest and most boring month of the year.  
Bitter, cold days mixed with overcast, grey skies usher in feelings of dread when considering even 
the slightest possibility of getting up in the morning. One might think that nothing really happens  
in February, except for maybe the ever-popular Valentine’s Day. But there IS a special day that I 
celebrate in February, the day when yours truly came into the world... accompanied by a surprise. 
 

One February evening in 1965, my mother decided to add a little excitement to the day by giving 
birth to me two weeks prematurely. She was already a mother of a 19-month-old son and a lively 
daughter, soon to be five. Since those were the days before the hi-tech sonograms, everyone was  
a little more than shocked to discover she had given birth to, not one, but TWO babies!  
 

My twin brother, John, and I have always been as close as our prenatal days as “wombmates,” a 
term John likes to use when referring to our unique relationship. Having been born with several 
heart defects, John has had to overcome some challenges in his life that have led me to be quite 
protective over him. I am often asked if I can feel when he is hurt or have this “sixth sense” when 
he is in trouble. Although I’m no expert on twin behavioral science, I can truly say that we both 
have experienced a “knowing” at one time or another that the other was in harm’s way.  
 

What John and I experience is a very strong love for each other, different from the love that we 
share with our siblings. After all, he and I started our lives pressed up against each other, much  
like puppies that are fresh from their mother’s womb cling to one another, groping around in their 
premature blindness in search of a familiar scent and a safe cuddle. With this kind of love comes  
an unspoken bond between us, an unconditional promise to stick with each other, laugh with each 
other, and cry with each other. Our joys and our pains are shared, whether we like it or not, and 
whether we are in the same city or miles apart. Nothing can separate our love for each other, and  
I am truly thankful every birthday for the gift of my twin. 
 

As I reflect on this treasured relationship God has given me, I am reminded of God’s own love for 
us all through His Son Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul tells us in Romans: 
 

“And I am convinced that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love.  Neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about 
tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate us from God’s love.  No power in 

the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, nothing in all creation will ever be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

— Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) 
 

With this love from God we too have an unconditional bond, a promise from Him that He will stick 
with us, never leaving or forsaking us, while rejoicing or weeping with us. Jesus is “a friend that 
sticks closer than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24).  Now, for me, THAT’S CLOSE!  Allow Jesus to be 
that close with you. He will NEVER let you down. 
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The Love of God Through Christ Jesus!  

True Love True Love True Love True Love     
Looking for love that makes your heart skip a beat 
But when you go to dance, they step on your feet. 

And all of a sudden you’ll realize; 
True Love has been there all the time. 

 

****** 
True Love has been waiting for you 

Before your life did start. 
God wants you to stop all your searching 

And let Him come into your heart. 
 

By Linda Hudgins 



S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   
 

Coordinator:  Shelba Funk  459-3919 

February 4—Gloria Ryman/Marcy Bauserman                                               

February 11—Jeff Delano/Marcy Bauserman 

February 18—Sharon Maynard/Marcy Bauserman       

February 25—Shelba Funk/Marcy Bauserman 

Inside Greeters:  Leo and Gloria Ryman    Jenn Wieber, Audrie Wieber 

Acolyte: Mike Cockrell (4, 18)                                                       

Natalee Peterson (11, 25) 

           _____________ 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

Leo Ryman   Bob Lively 

Gloria Ryman 

   Kevin Keller    

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

J.J. Funkhouser 
 

Brian Funkhouser 

   Sharon McCarthy  

    Sharon Keller      

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff    Debbie Buckley  

Communion:     Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

    Dr. Stan Thompson,  

    Bobby Funkhouser—Server 

   Jenn Wieber—Set-up 

   Dr. Stan Thompson, 

   Paul Wieber—Server    

Traditional Worship - 8:30 AM 

Lay Ministry for February 
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Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board. Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided. 

“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 

has given me strength to do His work.                        

He considered me trustworthy and                   

appointed me to serve Him.”      

~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT 

Modern Worship - 11:00 AM 

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website.  Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 

“God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and only Son                          

into the world so that we might have eternal life through Him. This is real 

love—not that we loved God, but that He loved us and                                            

sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.”  

~ 1 John 4:9-10 



Lenten Souper Suppers & Sundry 
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1      Emmett Umberger 

1 Helen Stickley 

3 Riley Gochenour 

4 Larry Himelright 

4 Nancy Moffat 

8 Susan Moose 

9 Elizabeth McCoy 

10 Juli Kent 

15 Kitra French 

15 Jaden Murphy 

16 Karaline Brill 

16 Leta Stickler 

16 Abigail Davis 

18 Debbie Buckley 

18 Amelia Gochenour 

18 Bill Menges 

19 Dale McCoy 

20 Derek Burgess 

21 Rhonda Lively 

21 Hunter Funk 

23 Alyssa Stickley 

24 Shelba Funk 

24 Phyllis Himelright 

24 Alex Wieber 

25 Stephanie Ryman 

27 Barbara Coverstone 

27 Sara McClelland 

28 Brian Morefield 

28 Mil Wallen 

Anniversaries 

2 John & Nancy Easto 

5 Paul & Debbie Buckley 

 

 

 

Please contact the church  
office for any additions or 
corrections to the birthday 

or anniversary lists. 

February Birthdays 

Church Cancellations:  
The Church Cancellation Protocol will be 
used by Pastor Stan when there needs to 

be a cancellation of a church function. 
Cancellations will be on these sites:                                       

 

WHSV TV, Website:                              

http://www.whsv.com/closings,  

WSVG RADIO-790 AM,                                

or our  TBUMC website:                       

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/ 

We are having our Lenten Souper Suppers again this year,    

beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 14 at 6:15 PM in the  

Fellowship Hall. We have special speakers, music, food, and a non-

profit ministry opportunity each Wednesday night through the       

season of Lent, so please join us! February’s schedule includes: 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 14 -  Meal by Hearts & Hands  

Non-Profit: New Creation, Harrisonburg. Deals with the tragedy 

of human trafficking through education and support for survivors in the Valley. 
 

February 21 - Meal provided by the Master’s Choir 

Non-Profit: Abundant Life Mission Church, McDowell Co., WVA. Pastors Wayne 

& Kathy Osbourne share God’s love by supporting this depressed Appalachian area. 
 

February 28 - Meal by the Women’s (Parlor) Sunday School Class 

Non-Profit: The Women’s Shelter Response in Woodstock.  

Our next step on our additions    

will be to pour the concrete this 

spring! We look forward to    

using the shelter this year!                                                 

Thank You for Your Support! 

TOTAL-TO-DATE:  $1,000.25 

Picnic Shelter Additions 

UPDATE 



TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The WitnessThe WitnessThe WitnessThe Witness    
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Page 8 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

 Toms Brook  

              Wednesday, February 14 
Ash Wednesday Service & Supper at 6:15 PM                                       

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
Lenten Souper Suppers 

Each Wednesday Evening at 6:15 PM  

Monday, February 19 
March Newsletter Articles Due 

Tuesday, February 20 
United Methodist Men’s Meeting at 7:00 PM 

Hearts & Hands Meeting at 7:00 PM 
 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, March 10 
District UM Men’s Prayer Breakfast, 9:00 AM 

At TBUMC - You MUST Register by March 2 

Cost: $10.00—See Church Bulletin Board for                 

More Information or Contact Jeff Delano 
 


