
 

Matthew 25:31-40 says, “But when the Son of Man comes in His glory,  

and all the angels with Him, then He will sit upon His glorious throne. All the 

nations will be gathered in His presence, and He will separate the people as   

a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep at  

His right hand and the goats at His left. Then the King will say to those on  

His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom   

prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I was hungry, and you 

fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you   

invited me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was 

sick, and you cared for me. I was in prison, and you visited me.’ Then these 

righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you hungry and feed 

you? Or thirsty and give you something to 

drink? Or a stranger and show you hospitality? 

Or naked and give you clothing? When did we 

ever see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 

And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, 

when you did it to one of the least of these my 

brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’”  
 

We live in troubling times. The list is endless of 

the tragedies and injustices we see around us. 

One can surly become discouraged and say, 

“What’s the use?” Churches can turn inward 

and adopt this “missionary compound”                    

mentality and never venture out into the   

community where they are desperately needed. But, yes, the Lord Jesus  

commands me to go out into the community and make a difference in the 

lives of those who are suffering. Jesus even places Himself in the place of 

those who are in need.  
 

What to do, then, when we face such a world in which we live? The Apostle 

Paul gives me the answer in Romans 12:21: “Don’t let evil conquer you,   
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

“By doing good—one 

person or family at a 

time—I can overcome 

evil, obey the Lord’s 

command, and reap 

the benefits of having 

love, joy, and peace 

even in the midst of a 

world gone mad.”  
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but conquer evil by doing good.” My friends, we live in a world 

with a lot of evil. If I am to have the victory in Jesus, then       

I must follow the Apostle’s command. By doing good—one  

person or family at a time—I can overcome evil, obey the 

Lord’s command, and reap the benefits of having love, joy, 

and peace, even in the midst of a world gone mad. Such is the 

life of victory in Jesus our Savior. 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 

Name. Thank You for forgiving my sins and giving me a new 

life. Help me to overcome evil by doing good. Help me to have 

the victory in Jesus. In His mighty Name, Amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 

 

 

 

Pastor Stan 

Sermon Podcast 
You can listen to                                                    

Pastor Stan Thompson’s                                         
sermons on our website:                                      
www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          

& click on the latest media link. 
 

*Also, check out the latest 
YouTube link for answers to 
all your biblical questions! 

 

Thursday, February 20  at 6:00 PM 

    in the Fellowship Hall 



Being the                          
 

 
 

 
 

The vision I believe the Lord is giving our 
church for this year of 2020 is to invest               
in our local community. With the Press  
shutting down in Strasburg, over 400               
people are losing their jobs. Some of these 
folks are members of our church and some 
are friends, family, and neighbors. The local 
economy will become depressed and many 
of these folks could lose their homes. These past three years,                                                               
we have worked diligently on becoming the community’s church.     
 

Now is the time to be the community’s church. Our community needs us to be                 
there for them. And so shall we be. The people of the Valley have endured great hardships 
before, and we will make it through this one too. I ask you to be diligent in your giving to 
your church and our local community. Together, we will make a difference in the lives of 
many people for Jesus, for He commands us to do so. Then we all will be blessed. 

Pastor Stan 

 

   What is TBUMC’s 2020 Vision?  
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From Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter-- 
Barbara Adamson, President, SAS Board 
 

 

“Dear Toms Brook UMC Members: 
 

Thank you very much for your generous contributions to SAS 
(Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter). I’m always amazed at the 
support we receive from congregations such as yours. Please 
know that you are greatly appreciated.” 
 
 

From the Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter 
Staff and Board of Directors: 
 

 

“Dear Bakers, 
 

You continue to bake cookies, and 
attend year after year to show 
support for our Annual Empty 
Bowl Soup Supper.  
 

This year’s proceeds totaled over 
$20,000 and all proceeds go     
towards funding our mission to alleviate homelessness here   
at home in our community. Through collaborations and part-
nerships with other supportive agencies and multiple housing 
programs, we provided financial assistance to 130 households, 
which included 250 adults and 130 children during the fiscal 
year of 2019. Your contributions and support year after year 
makes it possible to provide critical services to these house-
holds in our community facing the threat of eviction and/or 
possibly homelessness. 
 

As we close another year and start a new one, with new     
and old challenges, we want to thank you for your continued 
support. We appreciate and cherish your willingness to share 
in this fight to lessen the number of homeless in our                      
community.” 
 

Note: In 2019, TBUMC contributed $5,778.98 through its 
Lend-a-Hand Fund offerings and other collections to the 
SAS. Many thanks to everyone who contributes to this cause 
that helps to support those in our community who are in need! 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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TBUMC NEWS: 
 

TBUMC has a new YouTube 
page that features all of your 
biblical Q & A’s from Pastor 
Stan! Check out our website, 
tomsbrookumc.net and click 
on the YouTube link in the 
upper right-hand corner, or 
follow the link below: 
https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCIsh_iQUvMeRX-
nVqo-qCfw. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

EASTER FLOWERS: We will 
be offering spring flowers 
again for the Easter season. 
Please watch the weekly  
bulletin for announcements 
on how you can order these 
beautiful flowers to honor 
your loved ones. 

 
 

 
 
KITCHEN DISHES: Thanks 
to all who generously bring 
food to our many meals and 
activities here at TBUMC. 
There are still some dishes, 
however, that are unclaimed 
and have been placed in the 
library. Please check and see 
if these belong to you. Any 
items that are left at the end 
of February will be donated.  

Special Thanks Special Thanks Special Thanks Special Thanks     



God’s Grace in Action 
 The Prayer Bear Ministry 
 

“This is my commandment:  Love each other in the same 
way I have loved you.”  ~ John 15:12 

 

The Prayer Bear Ministry continues in full swing spreading 
God’s love and lifting spirits. As you know, this ministry offers 
support to people of all ages in all sorts of situations. One 
unique feature about the Prayer Bear Ministry is that it’s a free 
mission, because both the bears and the prayers are donated! 
 

Just a few comments from some recent recipients of the bears: 
 

GERALD KINGREE:  “After my fall and having much difficulty 
walking, my Prayer Bear was ‘just what the doctor ordered.’ My Prayer Bear is my best                   
buddy and always sits near me.” 
 

FROM A WOMAN IN PA WHO WAS FACING A SERIOUS HEALTH ISSUE:  “Receiving 
the TBUMC Faith Bear brought immeasurable comfort to me at a time when I was frightened 
about the future. My thanks to all members of TBUMC for their prayers and display of love.” 
 

FROM AN AREA GRANDMOTHER WHO IS RAISING HER SIX GRANDCHILDREN:  

The grandmother expressed her heartfelt thanks to members of the TBUMC for their many, 
many acts of kindness to her and her grandchildren. The Prayer Bears were, and continue to 
be, a big hit. They immediately started hugging and kissing the bears and holding them 
close. Many sleep with their bears. She stated it’s hard to describe the joy the bears have 
brought to the children at a very difficult time. She stated that TBUMC is the most caring 
church she has ever seen. 
 

WAYNE STICKLEY presented a Prayer Bear to a special needs young woman. Her smile as 
she held the Bear close warmed the hearts of everyone.  
 

A WOMAN FROM MD wrote a note of appreciation for the Prayer 
Bear she received. Her Prayer Bear went with her to the hospital 
and provided a sense of peace to her as she read and reread the 
tag on the Bear.  
 

Another great big thank you to all of you who have been so 

generous in donating bears for this ministry.  It is because 
of all of you that we are spreading the Word! 
 

If you know of someone who would benefit from receiving a   
Prayer Bear, please take one with you as you leave the Sanctuary.  If you would care to 
share a testimony, please contact Alice Holden at 459-9640. GOD IS GOOD, ALL THE TIME!! 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Worship Team: 
 

Greeter: Every Person a Greeter 

Ushers: Robert Neff, Fred Frenzel 

Acolyte: Natalee Peterson 

Scripture Readers: Priscilla West (2)  

Mila Strader (9) Emily Rooney (16) Alice Holden (23) 

Visual Creation: Lee Pugh 

Run Visuals:  Lee Pugh (2, 16)                                                                                           

Kim Peterson (9) Sharon Keller (23)  

Sound Board: Deby Pugh (2, 16)  

Jimmy Peterson (9) Doug Midkiff (23)   

Communion: Abdallah John Khoury 
 

 
 

 

Sunday School Devotion Leaders:   
Coordinator:  Shelba Funk 459-3919 
 

February 2: Candy Phillips  

February 9: Wanda Cook  

February 16: Lee Pugh 

February 23: Pastor Stan 
 

Pianist: Marcy Bauserman  

 

Lay Ministry for FEBRUARY 
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February Birthdays  
1 Helen Stickley 
3 Riley Gochenour 
4 Larry Himelright 
4 Nancy Moffat 
8 Susan Moose 
9 Paul Adams 
9 Elizabeth McCoy 
10 Juli Kent 
15 Kitra French 
15 Jaden Murphy 
16 Karaline Brill 
16 Leta Stickler 
16 Abigail Davis 
18 Amelia Gochenour 
18 Bill Menges 

19 Dale McCoy 
20 Derek Burgess 
21 Rhonda Lively 
23 Alyssa Stickley 
24 Shelba Funk 
24 Phyllis Himelright 
25 Stephanie Ryman 
27 Barbara Coverstone 
27 Sara McClelland 
28 Brian Morefield 
28 Mil Wallen 
 

Anniversaries 
2 John & Nancy Easto 

Please contact the church office for 
any additions or corrections to the 

birthday or anniversary lists. 



 

Lenten Suppers Schedule 
Wednesdays During Lent at                                     

6:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
 

We are looking forward to our Lenten Suppers again that 
will start with our Ash Wednesday Service & Supper on 

February 26 at 6:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall. This year, 
we again welcome various TEAMS from the congregation 
who are organizing each Wednesday night supper. We will 
have food, a program, and an opportunity to support a  
ministry or organization of the TEAM’s choice. Following is 
the current and exciting schedule...please join us! 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26 - Pastor Stan Thompson 
will officiate the service for the evening. Team Hearts & 
Hands are preparing supper with monetary donations    
going to TBUMC’s Lend-a-Hand Fund that helps to               
support the efforts of Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter. 
 

March 4/Team Music will prepare our evening supper, with monetary donations                            
going to TBUMC Community Dinners.  
 

March 11/Team Debbie Funkhouser will prepare the meal with monetary donations                    
going to TBUMC’s General Fund. 
 

March 18/Team Tina Davis will prepare the evening meal. Donations of snack food will  
be collected for Signal Knob Snacks for those children without snacks at snack time.   
More details will follow.  
 

March 25/Team Kronk & Kern will prepare the evening meal with monetary donations                 
going to Teen Challenge. 
 

April 1/Team Missions will be preparing the evening meal with monetary donations               
going to the Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center.  
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Community & Outreach News  

Our Hearts & Hands Women’s Ministry continues to collect shoes for 
10,000 Villages in Harrisonburg. They are in need of men’s, women’s 
and children’s shoes of all sizes and colors that will be sent to the               
people of Kenya. (PLEASE, only shoes that can withstand a lot of   
walking and rough ground; flip-flops really aren’t suitable.) There is a 
bin in the Narthex under the coatrack for your donations. Thank you! 

Shoe Drive for Kenya 



 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook 

 “God showed His great love for us 
by sending Christ to die for us 
while we were still sinners.” 

 

~ Romans 5:8 

 Happy Valentine’s Day! 


