
Jesus taught a lot about Love. In John 15, Jesus said, “I have loved you even as 

the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. When you obey my commandments, 

you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s commandments and remain in 

his love. I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, 

your joy will overflow! This is my commandment: Love each other in the same 

way I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command.” Jesus commands 

me to remain in His love by following His commandments. If I follow Jesus’    

commandments, I will remain in His love, but I also will be sharing His love with    

all I meet. If I do the above, Jesus will recognize me as one of His friends and      

I cannot think of a greater privilege. Throughout life, I can expect my love for    

Jesus to be tested by the injustice I see in the world, but even there I can rejoice 

because Jesus said in John 16:33b—”Here on earth you will have many trials   

and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” My Savior has 

overcome the world by rising from the dead, and now He sits on His glorious 

throne in heaven awaiting the time of His return to earth to set up a kingdom of 

which I get to be a part. I am so glad Jesus loves me. In the words of the old  

children’s’ hymn I learned so long ago which is still true today: 
 

“Jesus loves me! This I know, 

For the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to Him belong; 

They are weak, but He is strong.  
 

Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me!  

Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.” 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for 

loving me and sending Jesus to die for me on the cross. Help me to share 

Your love with all I meet. In Jesus’ mighty Name, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 
 

 

 
 

Pastor Stan 

Pastor Stan 

The Witness    

A PUBLICATION OF TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH - FEB/MAR ‘19 

Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  



This issue of The Witness is dedicated to 2018: A year of changes, regrouping and 
growth at TBUMC. Whether a newcomer to the church or a longtime member of the 
flock, TBUMC remains committed to doing the work of the ministry and reaching out 
to the lost with the love of Jesus Christ. Let’s look back—while moving forward—to 
the various ministries and fellowships at TBUMC:  
 

TBUMC Missions & Outreach  
Our Missions Ministry was instrumental in the many outreaches that took place in 2018. Various 

groups and individuals in the church participated in local and non-local missions, while financial  

and volunteer support increased as the vision of “Becoming the Community’s Church” was caught. 

Outreaches included the Lenten Soup & Sandwich Suppers that began with Ash Wednesday 

and followed through the season of Lent. The meals gave an opportunity to support several non-

profit organizations, including New Creation (Harrisonburg - human trafficking), Abundant Life (aid 

to local residents of Bishop, VA and McDowell County, WV), Shenandoah Valley Teen Challenge,     

Response (women's shelter), Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center, and Kingsway Outreach 

(prison ministry in Harrisonburg). 
 

Our “Third Thursday” Community Dinners began the third Thursday in June in our newly    
constructed picnic shelter—the Margaret Hottle Family Use Area—and moved into the Fellowship 
Hall during the cooler months. We are very excited about this new mission to our local community!   
This is a way of reaching outside our walls to love and minister to people. We feel it has been very 
successful, with increasing attendance at each meal. We are seeing many wonderful things coming 
from this project, including friendship with many unchurched community folks and excitement from 
serving others as our own people participate. God has richly blessed this mission! 
 

Other areas of outreach and ministry included again this year: 
 

• Members’ participation in the Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center’s annual banquet   

that raises funds for the center 
• Participation in the Enrich program that serves at-risk children in our community with            

mentorship while providing the kids with daily meals and activities during the summer months 
• Organizing and serving at a Community Meal at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Strasburg 

• Continual financial support of Relay for Life and the American Cancer Society through team 

fundraising activities  
• Assembling/delivering of health and school kits for the Annual Conference’s UMCOR project  

• Organizing TBUMC’s involvement of the annual drive for gift-filled shoeboxes for Samaritan’s 

Purse’s Operation Christmas Child 
• Gathering much-needed outerwear for children in need with 

the annual Christmas Giving Tree 
• Participation in bell-ringing for the Salvation Army during 

the Holidays 
• Annual year-end donations to local non-profit organizations  

• Participation in monthly nursing home outreach including  

Skyline Terrace, Pine Meadows, Consulate, Greenfield 
Reflections of Strasburg, and Dutch Haven.  

 

TBUMC loves —and FLOURISHES— serving others. We hope to 
follow God's leading and use the gifts He has given us to do that in the coming year 2019. We have 
a great missions committee and a loving, giving group of church folks. TOGETHER we are reaching 
out and showing God's love, which is what we are called to do! 
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By Linda Baker  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In 2018 Pastor Stan presented the TBUMC congregation with a vision and challenged us to step 
out of our comfort zones and begin seeing TBUMC as a conduit for reaching the people in our 
community with the love and grace of Jesus Christ. Quoting Pastor Stan from June 2018’s issue   
of “The Witness”: 
 

“A vision is so important to have that if a church does not have one, it is destroyed. Let’s look at 
Proverbs 29:18—‘Without prophetic vision people run wild, but blessed are those who follow the 
Spirit’s leading.’ Becoming the Community’s Church is the prophetic vision that, when fulfilled, 
makes disciples, which accomplishes our mission as a church. Our picnic shelter or family-use area 
is an example of one step toward fulfilling our vision and mission. As we invite the community to 
participate in the life of our church through feeding, music, children’s and a host of other ministry 
opportunities, we are able to live our example of being disciples of Jesus and have a positive     
influence on those in need of Him.”  
 

New Members (Since Charge Conference 2017) — Welcome!!   
 

Crystal Brinkley  

Rochelle Bullard    
Betty Cooke  

Tina Davis    

Cal & Alice Holden 

Karmen Johnson 

Gerald Kingree 

Abdallah John Khoury 

Cody Neal  

Fuzzy & Tammie Neal  

Ron Olechnicki 

Alan & Kathy Rivers 

K.J. Shade 
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 Becoming the Community’s Church 

Mila Strader 
Priscilla West 
 

Members Gone Home to Jesus 2018 –19: 
 

Florence Holler 
Jenny Holler 
Joanne Vance 
 
 

Baptisms:  
 

Eli Jackson Bullard 
Harper Elaine Miller 
Cody Neal 
Eli Weston Shade 
K.J. Shade 



TBUMC NEWS: 
 

COUNCIL MEETING: There 
will be a Council Meeting on 
Monday, February 25 at 
7:00 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall. Note the time change. 
We invite all TBUMC members 
to attend (without vote).  
 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday, 
March 2 will be another fun 
Basket-Making Class to 
benefit RELAY for LIFE. All 
the details of location, time 
and costs will follow soon, so 
make plans now to attend!   
 

TBUMC COMMUNITY   
DINNERS: Join us on the 
3rd Thursday of each 
month for our Community 
Dinners! There is always  
plenty of good food and     
fellowship, so come out and 
spend an evening with friends 
and neighbors! For info, call 
Linda Baker at 335-3640. 
 

 

Check out the VALENTINE 
TREE in the church sanctuary! 
Let it remind us of the love 
that is shared between family 
and friends...and the special 
love that we share as a church 
family through the Blood of        
JESUS CHRIST! 

Lenten Suppers Schedule 
Wednesdays During Lent at 6:15 PM 

 

We’re looking forward to our Lenten Suppers again, beginning 
on Ash Wednesday, March 6 at 6:15 PM in the Fellowship 
Hall. This year, we are pleased to welcome various TEAMS from 
the congregation who are organizing each supper. We will have 
food, a program, and an opportunity to support a ministry or  
organization of the TEAM’s choice. Come out each Wednesday 
night through the season of Lent as we observe this special time 
of the year. Take a look at this year’s Supper Schedule: 
 

Ash Wednesday, March 6 - Pastor Stan will officiate the    
service for the evening. Team Hearts & Hands are preparing  
supper with monetary donations going to Lend-a-Hand (that 
currently goes to Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter). 
 

March 13 - Team Music will prepare the supper, with        
monetary donations going to TBUMC Community Dinners.  
 

March 20 - Team Tina Davis will prepare the meal. Donations 
of snack food will be taken up for Signal Knob Snacks for  
children without snacks at snack time (see bulletin for list).  
 

March 27 - Team Diana Bauserman will prepare the meal 
with monetary donations going to Relay For Life. 
 

April 3 - Team Robert & Debbie Funkhouser will prepare 
the meal, with monetary donations going to the Picnic Shelter. 
 

April 10 - Team Kronk/Kern will prepare the meal. Monetary 
donations will go to Young Life in Strasburg.  

Lebanon-St. Stephen Community Choir’s                                      
36th Annual Easter Concerts 

 

The Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir will be      

presenting its Annual Easter Concerts again this year. The LSCC 

consists of volunteer members from over 20 churches within the 

county and is directed by TBUMC’s own Marcy Bauserman. 

Come and enjoy an evening of praise to our Risen Savior! 
 

March 30  Greenfield Reflections - 6:30 PM                                       

March 31 Emmanuel, Fishers Hill - 7:00 PM                                      

April 6 Middletown Presbyterian Church - 7:00 PM                        

April 7 Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church - 7:00 PM                         

April 13 Walnut Springs Christian Church - 7:00 PM  

April 14 *Toms Brook United Methodist Church - 7:00 PM                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

*For the TBUMC concert, the congregation is asked to provide finger foods 

and desserts for a time of refreshments and fellowship after the concert. 

TBUMC Family & Friends  
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“Cast all your cares on the Lord                                       

for He cares for you!”  ~ 1 Peter 5:7 

 
 

 
 

       “Let all that you do be done in love” ~ 1 Corinthians 16:14 
 

Due to this wonderful congregation’s generosity, the Prayer Bears Ministry continues to               
be extremely successful, and we thank you most sincerely. To date, approximately 100             
bears and other stuffed animals have been distributed to those in need 
as a reminder of God’s wonderful healing and love! 
 

Since we do like to share stories from those who have been touched 
by this ministry, would you please let the church office know if you 
have a story to share? Here are just a couple: 
 

Recently, we learned about a Prayer Bear that had been given to a 
woman in a nursing home and she had kept the bear by her bedside.  
When she went to be with the Lord, that Prayer Bear was given to              
another woman who is now feeling God’s love!  
 

One of our nursing home ministries reported that they were able to  
provide a prayer animal to each resident who came to their Christmas 
service this past December, and this small gesture brought smiles to all 
of their faces!   
 

As a reminder, if you know of someone who would benefit from receiving one of our stuffed 
prayer animals, please feel free to take one with you.  

 
 

Standing in the Need of Prayer 
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Prayer Changes Things! What a privilege it is to take each 
other’s burdens to the Lord! TBUMC now has two Prayer 
Nets—one in the Fellowship Hall and one in the Narthex—  
to which you may “cast” your prayer requests.  
 

Just write your need on the paper provided at each net and 
clip it to the net with the clothespins provided. Each week, 
these requests will be taken to the Lord during Sunday     
services and our daily Morning Prayer Services. And once  
you cast them, leave them there! Don’t reel ’em back in!                     
 

(Special thanks to Lee & Deby Pugh for these wonderful, 
artistic creations!) 



“Listen to my voice in the morning Lord.  Each morning I bring my                               

requests to you and wait expectantly.” ~ Psalm 5:3 
 

“For where two or three gather together as my followers,                                                                     

I am there among them.” ~ Matthew 18:2  
 

Do you want to have a closer relationship with God? 
Do you want to grow in your faith? 
Do you want to have a powerful sense of connection with God? 
 

If you answered “yes” to any of the above questions, then you just might want to consider attending 
a session of the Morning Prayer Group! (The group meets in the church sanctuary Monday through 
Friday from 7:00 AM to 8:00 AM.) 
 

Shortly after becoming a member of Toms Brook UMC and hearing about the Morning Prayer group, 
my first thought was: Why would I want to leave a warm bed and get up at 6:00 AM to go and pray? 
I already pray and read my Bible daily at home. My curiosity was aroused enough, though, that after 
discussion with my husband Cal, we decided to go one morning and see  if it was something that we 
might want to consider. Consider we did, and we continue to be faithful members of the group!   
 

To begin with, there is just something about waking up to the freshness of a new day and knowing 
that you are starting it in the Lord’s House. There is added power when we unite with one another 
and make our prayers known to our Lord. 
 

A typical service begins by singing three hymns while Pastor Stan plays the guitar. We then have our 
Bible Study; we are currently studying 1 Corinthians. We just finished our study of Romans. (In fact, 
in Romans 15:30-32, Paul asked the churches to pray for his work. Of course, Paul prayed, but he 
knew it would be even more fruitful if others prayed as well.) Prayer requests are then received, soft 
music is played, and we spend 15-20 minutes in silent, individual prayer to our Lord. We end by    

joining hands in a group prayer.  
 

I do want to point out that, if you wish, you may come 
and be a part of the entire service without saying a 
word. Also, a few members are able to attend faithfully 
only once or twice a week. It is flexible and up to your 
individual schedule! An added benefit is the closeness 
and friendships that have developed between all those 
who attend. 
 

It is such a joy to report that our attendance has      
increased immeasurably. Each week we now have    
approximately 45-50 in total attendance! 
 

We would be so very pleased to welcome you into our 
group or, as one member calls it, “Our Circle of Love.”  
Come join us!    

By Alice Holden 

Morning Prayer Group  
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The Values of Daily Morning Prayer 



Godly Principles to Live & Love By  
 

Pastor Stan always ends his Sunday morning sermons: WHAT DID WE LEARN TODAY? As the 
old year ends and the new year begins, here are a few things the Morning Prayer Group has learned 
from Pastor Stan about Godly Principles to Live and Love By: 
 

It’s Not All About Me! (Luke 9:23) “If anyone would come after Me, let them deny themselves, 
take up their cross daily and follow Me.”  (Matt.12:30) “Those who are not with Me are against Me, 
and those who do not gather with Me scatters.” 
 

What Does the Bible Say? Use the “The Two-Year Bible Reading Program” found on the back  
table of the church to help you find answers to life’s questions. (I Peter 3:15) “Always be ready to 
give an answer to everyone who asks you the reason for your hope.”   
 

The One Truth. (John 3:16) “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that    
everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.” 
 

Draw Close to the Stove (or the Light). (James 4:8a) “Draw near to God and He will draw               
near to you.” 
 

Obey, Be Blessed. Don’t Obey, Not Blessed. (Isaiah 1:19) “If you obey Me, you will have            
plenty to eat.”  (Deut. 27 & 28—blessings for obedience and curses for disobedience.) 
 

A Good Shepherd Leads. (Psalms 23) “The Divine Shepherd.” (Luke 15:3-7) Jesus’ parable of 
“The Lost Sheep.” (John 10:1-18) The parable of Jesus as the good shepherd. 
 

Love God, Your Neighbor, and Your Enemies. (Mark 12:30-31) “Love God with all your heart, 
soul, mind, and strength. Love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matt. 5:43-44)  “Love your neighbor… 
and your enemies. Pray for those who persecute you!” 
 

PRAY. Use “The Daily Prayer Guide.” (Copies on back table.) (Luke 11:1-4) “Lord, teach us to 
pray…” (The Lord’s Prayer). (I Thessalonians 5:17) “Pray without ceasing.” 
 

The Ground is Level at the Foot of the Cross. (Romans 2:11) “God does not show favoritism.”       
(Galatians 3:28) “There is no longer Jew or Gentile, slave or free, male or female; for all are one in 
Christ Jesus.”  
 

Don’t Be Hypocritical or Judgmental. (Matt. 7:1-5) “Don’t judge others so you won’t be judged. 
Don’t be a hypocrite by wanting to remove a speck from your brothers eye when you have a log in 
your own eye.”   
 

Becoming the Community’s Church. (Prov. 29:18) “Where there is no vision, the people perish, 
but blessed and happy is he that obeys the law.” (Romans 12:5) “We are one body in Christ and 
every member belongs to the other.”   
 

Every Person Having A Ministry. (I Cor. 12:4-11) A list of spiritual gifts of true ministry. 
 

The Storm is Coming. (Mark 4:37-41)  The story of Jesus when He stilled the wind and the sea. 
(Matthew 7:24-27) The parable of the wise builder and the foolish builder. 
 

Sunday Morning Manna 
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By Becky Walker 



Our Music Ministry  
 

This past year we have performed quite a few anthems with CD accompaniment, allowing Marcy to 
direct the choir without having to play the accompaniment at the same time! We have completed 
our third year with Pastor Stan, and he is so encouraging of The Master’s Choir’s performance. He 
always says good morning to them each Sunday after they are seated in the choir loft and they 
reply in unison or they sing their own musical rendition! 
 

The members of The Master’s Choir provide special music individually during the summer months 
when the choir takes a much-needed break during the months of July and August. They perform   
a broad variety of music while learning and improving their singing skills. Talent from within the 
congregation is incorporated whenever possible. The choir also accentuates and enhances the  
worship experience, not only on Sunday mornings but also at special services throughout the 
church year. And we have such fun in rehearsals!  
 

There is one reason that stands out as to why this is the very best choir I have directed during the 
past 50 years: We all care about each other and we are a family! We close all rehearsals 
with a time for joys and prayer concerns. And the unity of this group is secondary to praising the 
Lord in song. We hope to grow and improve our existing talents and abilities in the future. I am 
honored to be a part of this loving and caring choir! 
 

Our Worship Committee  
 

The Worship Committee at TBUMC is responsible for the many things that make the worship                    
experience into an encounter with the only living God. We prepare communion, decorate the  
sanctuary, make the visuals for Sunday services, and plan special worship events. We are made  
up of dedicated servants of Jesus who love Him and our congregation. Currently, Pastor Stan is 
leading the Worship Committee as the interim chair, as our longtime chair, Debbie Buckley, has 
stepped down to allow someone else to use his or her gift of leading the committee. Debbie did  
an excellent job leading the committee and will continue as a member.  
 

You may have noticed a tree is still up in the sanctuary. This tree was decorated last year as the 
fall and harvest tree, the children’s mitten and glove tree during Advent, and now will be decorat-
ed for Valentine’s Day and then Easter. Speaking of Easter, we have several events planned such 
as Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Sunrise service and the Easter play. If you have ideas or 
would like to serve as a part of the Worship Committee, please let Pastor Stan know. 
 

Our Christian Education 
 

Toms Brook United Methodist Church has always had great Sunday School opportunities. Every     
Sunday at 9:45 AM, between the 8:30 and 11:00 services, there are classes for all age groups. 
Right now there are two adult groups. One group uses the International Sunday School lesson 
which provides study of Scripture, teacher lead commentary, and class discussion. Another group 
selects a book of the Bible and has study and discussion. There are several children’s classes with 
a guided lesson, crafts, and a snack each Sunday. We are very fortunate to have our dedicated 
teachers! There are also resources available and space in the church where other groups can meet 
when the need arises. 

 

Using Our Talents & Gifts at TBUMC! 
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By Marcy Bauserman 

By Pastor Stan Thompson 

By Gloria Ryman 



 

8:30 AM Worship  11:00 AM Worship 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   

Feb. Coordinator:  Shelba Funk 459-3919 

 

February 3—Sharon Maynard/Marcy Bauserman                                             

February 10—Jeff Delano/Marcy Bauserman 

February 17—Gloria Ryman/Marcy Bauserman  

February 24—Lee Pugh/Marcy Bauserman 

Inside                  

Greeters:  

 
Gloria Ryman 

 
  Every Person a Greeter 

Acolyte: (8:30) 

Music: (11:00) 

Mike Cockrell (3, 17) 

Natalee Peterson (10, 24) 

 
 

  Abide 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

 

  Fred Frenzel-HU 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

Debbie Buckley 
 

Jimmy Peterson 

  Debbie Buckley 

  Sharon Keller 

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff   Deby Pugh 

Communion 
Stewards: 

  Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Bobby Funkhouser—Server 

  Tina Davis—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Abdallah John Khoury—Server    

Lay Ministry for FEBRUARY 
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Birthdays 
1     Emmett Umberger 
1 Helen Stickley 
3 Riley Gochenour 
4 Larry Himelright 
4 Nancy Moffat 
8 Susan Moose 
9 Paul Adams 
9 Elizabeth McCoy 
10 Juli Kent 
15 Kitra French 

15 Jaden Murphy 
16 Karaline Brill 
16 Leta Stickler 
16 Abigail Davis 
18 Debbie Buckley 
18 Amelia Gochenour 
18 Bill Menges 
19 Dale McCoy 
20 Derek Burgess 
21 Rhonda Lively 
21 Hunter Funk 

February Birthdays/Anniversaries 23 Alyssa Stickley 
24 Shelba Funk 
24 Phyllis Himelright 
24 Alex Wieber 
25 Stephanie Ryman 
27 Barbara Coverstone 
27 Sara McClelland 
28 Brian Morefield 
28 Mil Wallen 
  

Anniversaries 
2    John & Nancy Easto 
5    Paul & Debbie Buckley 
 

 



 

8:30 AM Worship  11:00 AM Worship 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   

March Coordinator:  Candy Phillips 335-5541 

 

March 3—Candy Phillips/Marcy Bauserman                                             

March 10—Stan Thompson/Marcy Bauserman 

March 17—Linda Delano/Marcy Bauserman  

March 24—Emmett Umberger/Marcy Bauserman 

March 31—Mila Strader/Marcy Bauserman 

Inside                  

Greeters:  

 
Debbie Funkhouser 

 
  Every Person a Greeter 

Acolyte: (8:30) 

Music: (11:00) 

Mike Cockrell (3, 31) 

Chelsea Stine (10,17, 24) 

 
 

  Angel Band 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

 

  Fred Frenzel-HU 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

Becky Stickley 
 

Jimmy Peterson 

  Lee Pugh 

  Paul Buckley 

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff   Debbie Buckley 

Communion 
Stewards: 

  Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Bobby Funkhouser—Servers 

  Pastor Stan Thompson—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Abdallah John Khoury—Servers   

Lay Ministry for MARCH 
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March Birthdays/Anniversaries 
Birthdays 
1   Linnea Terndrup 
3   Ken Hopkins 
4   Brian Wallen 
4   Cindy Frenzel  
4   Cheryl Funk 
4   Matthew Keller 
4   Ginger Glading 
4   Pat Walden 
6   Nicole Pauletti 
7   Kelly Murphy 
10  Larry Holler 
10  Sarah Maynard 

10  Kathleen Maynard 
10   Sharon Keller 
12   Diana Bauserman 
12   Elaine Neff 
13   Jo Ryman 
13   Howard McClanahan 
13   Daniel Hoffman 
14   Robert Storey 
15   Kevin Keller 
16   Jessica Frenzel 
17   J.W. Bauserman 
17   Anne Thompson 
17   Phyllis Umberger 

17   Dianna Wallen 
19   Jarod Stickley 
20   Gregg Mumaw 
20   Marjorie Tackett 
23   Jim Ryman 
23   Michael Prince 
23   Connie Cockrell 
23   Kiersten Wilson 
24   Connie Broy 
24   Timothy Ketterman 
26   Theresa Funk 
27   Addison Lee 
27   Nick Crabill 

28   Valerie Keller 
30   Lee Pugh 
 
Anniversaries 
3     Doug & Linda Midkiff 
18   Sean & Elizabeth Davis 
18   Gary & Renee Kronk 
27   Wilson & Jo Ryman 
31   Gary & Shirley Keller 



UM Men Remembered—1959 - 2018 
 

The United Methodist Men’s group was organized in 
the 1950's and chartered in the Virginia Conference on 
March, 13 1959. The group ran the Shenandoah County 
Fair Food Booth from 1976-1999, and they also rode in 
the Toms Brook Fireman’s Parade. They traveled with 
their food trailer to many community events and hosted 
pig roasts, pancake suppers and other fundraisers. The 
group of men has been involved in various projects    
including building a ramp for the church, a fence for the 
parsonage, and cutting wood for older church members. 
In 2018, the group decided to discontinue their charter.  
 

Many, many thanks to all of these men for 60 years of 
dedicated service to the church. And thank you to 
TBUMC Historian Gloria Ryman for creating a poster in the back of the church that highlights  
some of the UM Men activities over the years. Please check out all they have done! There was also a 
special pew plaque presented to the group in December 2018 that honors all of the men who have 
worked to keep the UM Men thriving through the years. Thank you, men...you’ve made us proud!   

 
Hearts & Hands  
 

Hearts & Hands is a unique group at TBUMC that is always working—usually behind the scenes—to 
help with the various church functions within our church life. Although the primary mission of Hearts 
& Hands is to prepare and serve meals for various church functions and groups as well as to provide 
support for families in need, the group is also a wonderful fellowship opportunity for the ladies of the 
church! They also keep busy working on community projects as well as inviting special speakers on 
various subjects to come and make presentations. The active group had a busy 2018: 

    

• Started a Bra Collection Project for human trafficking recovery victims 

• Craft Night with Marlyn Hoffman teaching the group how to create a candle tea lamp  

• Helped prepare and serve our Annual Thanksgiving Dinner to church family and friends 

• Baked and delivered cookies to the Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter’s Empty Bowl Supper 

• Provided fuel assistance for a few people in the community as their Christmas project 

• Enjoyed a grand time at their Annual Christmas Party  

• Receptions for Lebanon-St Stephen’s Comm. Choir’s Easter & Christmas Concerts at TBUMC 

• Coordinated and prepared meals for the Lenten Suppers 

• Learned how to make blankets for Project Linus and created 12 blankets for children in need 

• Cooked and served the Ruritans Dinner for 39 Ruritan members 

• Enjoyed Hearts and Hands’ Annual Dinner Out together at a local restaurant 

• Assisted with TBUMC’s reception for 2018 high school graduates 

• Assisted with food preparation and serving refreshments following a TBUMC memorial service 

• Invited Pastor Stan for a wonderful presentation on his 2017 trip to South Korea 
 

Come and join the TBUMC ladies in 2019! Contact Kay Crawford, Hearts & Hands Coordinator with 
any questions. MANY, MANY THANKS to Marie Ryman for the past five years as Coordinator. 
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Men’s & Women’s Groups 



 
 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

Toms Brook Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website.  Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 


