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Toms Brook UMC
Advent & Christmas Schedule
*****
Sunday, December 13

Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir
presents its 33rd Annual Christmas Concert at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, December 20

Children’s Christmas Program at 6:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 24

Family Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 11:00 p.m.
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From the Pastor’s Desk...
Greetings my friends in the Name of the Lord!
How wonderful and pleasant it is
when God’s people live together in harmony!” (Psalm 131)
“

That is the blessing of a church whose life is centered around Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Savior of the world. This is the very church the Holy Spirit is transforming us to be, and it is a glorious
sight to behold. There was another glorious sight 2,000 years ago that appeared to a group of lowly
shepherds out in a field near Bethlehem in Israel. It was angels proclaiming that God had fulfilled
His promise and sent His Son to be born so that all our sins would be forgiven, and we would receive eternal life. Let’s look at the story again: Luke 2 “1And it came to pass in those days that a
decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This census first
took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So all went to be registered, everyone to his own
city. 4 Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be registered
with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 6 So it was, that while they were there, the days
were completed for her to be delivered. 7 And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped
Him in swaddling cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn. 8 Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid,
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to
you this day in the city of David, a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to
you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:
14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
15 So

it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has
made known to us.” 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in
a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying which was told
them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those things which were told
them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then
the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and
seen, as it was told them.”
May the blessings of the risen Savior, Jesus Christ, rest upon you and your family and may we,
like the shepherds, make widely known our experience of God’s Son. Let us pray, “Our Father in
heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for sending Your Son, Jesus, to be born as one of us
and then to fulfill His mission by dying on the cross for our sins. Help us share our faith with all we
know that they too may be saved. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”
The Peace of God be with you,
Pastor Stan
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Fellowship Opportunities
Hearts & Hands Christmas Party
Hearts and Hands will be holding their Annual Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 15, at
7 p.m. in the fellowship hall. We
will have a gift exchange and all
women of the church are invited. Please
come and bring a snack and a $10 wrapped
gift to share and join in on this time of fellowship.

Coming Soon!
The Toms Brook United Methodist Church
History book will be for sale early December.
The cost is $6.00. Anyone wanting to purchase
a copy may pick up a copy at church or may
call Gloria Ryman (540-436-3652) or the
church office (540-436-9312). The book will
also be available for purchase
at The Market in Woodstock.

Christmas ConcertConcert- December 13th
The Lebanon-St. Stephen’s Community Choir will present their 33rd Annual Christmas Concert
here at Toms Brook United Methodist Church at 7:00 p.m.
You are invited to come out and hear old favorites, such as: “God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen,”
“Hark, The Herald Angels Sing,” and “Rise Up, Shepherds.” You will also enjoy other toetappers such as: “Look Who Just Checked In” and “Rise Up, Children,
Arise.” Soloists are Debbie Grant, Gelia Kenney, and Wendell Schurtz,
Jr.
Refreshments will be served after the concert and a free-will offering
will be received. Come, let us prepare your hearts for the coming of our
Lord this Christmas season!

Hanging of the Greens
We will be decorating the church for the Christmas Season on Friday,
November 27, at 6 p.m. Everyone is invited to join in this time of fellowship and decorating.
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+ Christian Symbols +

BIBLE QUIZ

A. “God is with us.”
B. “Anointed One of God”
C. “[The Lord] will save
his people from
their sins.”
D. “Son of the Most High
God”

Answer: C (See Matthew 1:21.)

Poinsettias
This shrub, native to Mexico, is at
the heart of a legend about a poor girl who
wanted to bring Baby Jesus a gift one
Christmas Eve. As she walked to church,
she gathered a bouquet of weeds — which
Jesus miraculously transformed into lovely
red flowers. Thus, the poinsettia (named
for Joel Poinsett, the U.S. Ambassador to
Mexico, who first brought the plant to
America) is known in Mexico as la flor de
la Nochebuena (flower of the Holy Night).
The poinsettia is also an ideal Christmas
symbol because its leaves turn red when
deprived of sunlight and its flowers (the
red inner buds) bloom in December.

According to Scripture, what does the
name Jesus mean?
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ou have been blessed with the “blessed hope.”

~
Many people in the world are without hope;
others have “a hope,”
but only God’s child has the flame
of the blessed hope burning inside.

~
It is a hope based on truth.
It is a hope sealed by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead.
It is a hope guaranteed by the Holy Spirit,
reserved in Heaven for you.
It is the hope of the resurrection of the body;
it is the hope of life eternal;
it is the hope of His appearing;
it is the hope of the bride waiting for the bridegroom;
it is the hope of the guest invited to the great banquet;
it is the hope of the worshiper longing
to be at his Master’s feet.
(taken from “From God’s Heart To Yours” by Roy Lessin)
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Lay Ministry for December
Traditional Worship-8:30 a.m.

Modern Worship-11:00 a.m.

Inside Greeters:

Kay Crawford & Bob Lively

Sharon Maynard & Cathy Brennan

Nursery:

Volunteers as needed

Dec.
Dec.
Dec.
Dec.

Acolyte:

Natalee Peterson

Ushers:

Bob Lively

Linda Midkiff

Ed Grabenstein

Pam Grabenstein

6—Susan Bailey
13—Ellen Kern
20—Tina Davis
27—Deby Pugh

_____________

Stan Maynard

Visual Creation:

Linda Hudgins

Debbie Buckley

Run Visuals:

Brian Funkhouser

Debbie Buckley

Sound Board :

Doug Midkiff

Paul Buckley

Communion:

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Servers

Susan Bailey—Set-up
Dr. Stan Thompson,
Emmett Umberger—Servers

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:
Dec.
Coordinator: Diana Bauserman
465-8199

6—Judy Menges/Marcy Bauserman

Dec. 13—Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman
Dec. 20—Diana Bauserman/ Marcy Bauserman
Dec. 27—Mary Fay/Marcy Bauserman

Note: This list will be posted on the church bullen board for your convenience. Please ﬁnd a substute if
you are unable to be present on a Sunday when you are scheduled to serve. Devoon leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided.
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December 6

“And He Will Be Called the Son of God”

Luke 1:26-38

December 13

“The Magnificat”

Luke 1:39-56

December 20

“The Savior is Born, Christ the Lord”

Luke 2:1-20

December 27

“This Has Been A Very Good Year”

Philippians 3:7-14

Birthdays & Anniversaries
December

19

Ben King

Birthdays

21

Eddie Lambert

21

Marlyn Hoﬀman

23

Bob Lively

23

Joshua Seidel

24

Donna Miller

24

Kyle Wilson

26

Judy Menges

28

Tony Himelright

28

Mark Griﬀey

Church Cancellations:

Allison Sowers
Adam Crabill

Church Cancellation Protocol will be used
by Pastor Stan when there needs to be a
cancellation of a church function. Cancellations will be placed on these sites.

1

Benton Berghuis

1

Chuck Eagle

3

Wes Burgess

3

Jack Healey

4

Arthur Keller

6

Sully Eagle

8

Connor Peyton
Moreﬁeld

9

Jimmy Peterson

30

11

Grace Healey

30

11

Jenny Holler

14

Leslie Funkhouser

1

Mike & Phyllis Fleming

14

Amanda Kronk

9

Daryl & Tina Mumaw

14

Gloria Kronk

11

15

Alyssa Thorpe

Thomas & Susan
Bailey

17

Terry Himelright

17

Tom & Connie Cockrell

17

Katherine Haun

18

Robert & Kelly Storey

18

Donna Huntsberger

22

Bob & Marcy
Bauserman

19

Kay Cornell
26

19

Mike Helsley

Paul & Jennifer
Wieber

Anniversaries

On Sunday, November 22, at the 8:30 a.m.
service, Wayne Stickley joined our church
fellowship. Join us in giving him a special
welcome.

WHSV-TV,
Website: http://www.whsv.com/closings ,
WSVG RADIO-790 AM, or our
TBUMC website: http://
www.tomsbrookumc.net/
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Our children have all kinds of energy for the Lord. They are on fire; and the fire is spreading.
NEW SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES: Due to growth in numbers we had to expand our classes.
The Pre-kindergarten through 1st grade class has grown in numbers and size. It is wonderful to
know that as they grow they are learning about Jesus and His love. For more information, call
Debbie Funkhouser (540-459-5298).
A new class for 2nd - 5th graders has been meeting in the classroom behind the balcony (the VBS
Tree House) since September. Learning to use their Bibles to find stories that relate to life today has been interactive and fun. Our children have learned that God blessed His children in
the Old Testament and still blesses us today. Call Linda Hudgins for more information (540-394
-0445).
There is also a new class for Jr. & Sr. High young ladies. They have also been meeting since
September in the upstairs Children’s Church room. They have been learning about the
“Empowerment of Women” through women of the Bible. Call Dianna Bauserman for more information (540-465-8199).
TBUMC hosted a great “Trunk or Treat” this year. Thank you to all who decorated their trunks,
passed out candy, cooked hot dogs, and donated goodies. The kids and parents enjoyed hot dogs,
drinks, and great fellowship in a safe environment. Over 77 goblins received the love of Jesus.
We still have room for more children. Please invite all to join us. Read about more upcoming
events for our children in the “Christmas Is for Children” article on page 10.

In an Advent speech in 2002, Pope John Paul II said, “The liturgy of Advent helps us to
understand fully the value and meaning of the mystery of Christmas. It is not just about commemorating the historical event, which occurred some 2,000 years ago in a little village of Judea. Instead, it is necessary to understand that the whole of our life must be an ‘advent,’ a vigilant awaiting of the final coming of Christ. To predispose our mind to welcome the Lord who, as
we say in the Creed, one day will come to judge the living and the dead, we must learn to recognize him as present in the events of daily life. Therefore, Advent is, so to speak, an intense
training that directs us decisively toward him who already came, who will come and who comes
continuously.”
(taken from The Newsletter Newsletter publication)
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Operation Remember
Our community has a population of folks who have no visitors, little company, and no one to remember them at Christmas. Operation Remember makes sure that these special people have
plenty for Christmas. Simple gifts like boxes of tissues, warm socks, art supplies, and even favorite snacks make a big difference. Tina Maddox has connected with Greenfield Reflections,
an Alzheimer’s care facility in Strasburg, and has a list of 36 names and gift suggestions for us
to choose from and provide for. A group will also go to visit Greenfield Reflections and hand out
gifts on a date to be scheduled. Please watch the bulletin for more information and see Tina if
you’re interested in sharing the love of Christ through this ministry.
The Giving Tree
All are invited to trim the tree at the back of the sanctuary with mittens, gloves, scarves, and
hats for area children again this December. All items collected will go to the Pregnancy Center
after Christmas.

Alternate Gift Mart – Sunday December 6
Don’t know what to buy for those family members and friends who have everything? TBUMC
will be offering some very special gifting options. Gift cards will be available with donations to:
Alliance for Shelter
Response
Shenandoah County Pregnancy Center
Heifer International
Look for our table outside the fellowship hall on December 6, or see
Ellen Kern throughout the month of December to make a donation
and obtain a certificate. You may contact Ellen at 540-335-9247 or
ellenpkern@gmail.com.

Food Collections and Outreach Reports
Lend-a-Hand Report—In October, the Lend-a-Hand fund had 9 calls or visits and spent
$215.39 for area outreach to 2 people/families.
Bread of Life Food Pantry distributed 5,008 pounds of food in October to
83 families, which consisted of 267 people.
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Toms Brook UMC
3263 N. Main St.,
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660
Office Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net
Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Minister:
Dr. Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule~
Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.
~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.
(check our calendar for
cancellations)

CHRISTMAS IS FOR CHILDREN
(of all ages)
The Christmas Shop and Happy Birthday Jesus Party will be held
on Sunday, December 13, during Sunday School (9:45-10:45 a.m.) in
the fellowship hall. This will accommodate children from both worship services. Children’s Ministries will welcome donations of small
gift bags and tissue paper for quick wrapping.
Thanks to the Relay for Life - Home & Holiday Décor Show - the
children will have a nice selection of gift items in the Christmas Shop.
They will secretly shop and wrap chosen gifts to give this Christmas.
There is no cost to experience this gift of giving. At the Christmas
Shop, the children will also celebrate the greatest “Gift” ever given by
participating in a “Happy Birthday Jesus Party.”
The Children’s Christmas Play will be held on Sunday, December 20, at 6:00 p.m. in the fellowship hall.
Don’t miss out on the Children’s Christmas Play this
year as the children will spread the joy of Christmas
sharing what is in their hearts. The entire church is invited to join in their celebration. The children may even
have a Christmas cookie or two for sharing.

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660
POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

