
First Thessalonians 5:16-18 says, “Always be joyful. Never stop praying. 

Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to 

Christ Jesus.” 
 

It does seem that the Apostle Paul must have known some secret formula 

that makes the above possible when the circumstances of my life seem to 

make it impossible. How can I “always be joyful, never stop praying, be 

thankful in all circumstances…” when I just don’t feel like it? Although it is a 

human tendency to make everything about me, God’s command is to make 

everything about Him. The key to seeing the fulfillment of the above verses 

of Scripture has to do with the second half of verse 18: “… for this is God’s 

will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.”  It is God’s will for His people to 

“always be joyful, never stop praying, be thankful in all circumstances.” 

Therefore, it must be possible. How? By knowing Jesus as Savior? Yes.       

By developing a relationship with Him? Yes. By obeying His Word? Yes.       

By loving the Lord? Yes and yes. If I work on loving God, then God’s love             

will fill my heart and I will be joyful, prayerful, and thankful.  
 

As Paul wrote in Romans 5:5, “For we know how dearly God loves us,     

because He has given us the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts with His love.” The 

holidays can be a time of great joy and a time of great sorrow. If you find 

yourself in the more sorrow than joy category, then take time to love God:  

for all He has done, all He is doing, and all He is going to do in your life and 

the lives of others. When I do this, God fills my heart with His love and joy 

returns. No matter what. 
 

Let us pray, “Out Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for   

all You have done, all You are doing, and all You are going to do in my life 

and in the lives of those I love. Glory to Your Holy Name. And thank You for 

loving me, and I love You. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

Pastor Stan 



 

 

 

 
 

 

“JOY to the World, the Lord is come!  Let Earth receive her King!” 
 

Christmas just wouldn’t be the same without the Carols. Ever since I was a child I have 
looked forward to that special time of the year when the whole world gathers together     
to sing and celebrate the birth of our Savior. Whether it is packing out the late-night,               
magnificent Christmas Eve services or raw, door-to-door caroling to hilltop shut-ins, the  
anticipation of singing and sharing some of the most beautiful and powerful words ever 
written is enough to make me burst with excitement!   

 
“O Holy Night! The stars are brightly shining;  

It is the night of our dear Savior's birth! 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining, 

‘Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices, 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn!”  
 

To some, my excitement seems almost corny. After all, these carols are just songs, and 
singing isn’t everybody’s forte. And when there is the expectation of even greater things   
to come – like opening presents – carols just seem to be the prelude for the REAL fun to 
begin. But, oh how I long to see that light flicker in the eyes of a weary soul I meet along 
the way, like an accelerant to a fire that burns stronger and brighter with the realization 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save us from ourselves!   

 
“Truly He taught us to love one another,  
His law is love and His gospel is peace.  

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother,  
And in His Name all oppression shall cease.  

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,  
Let all within us praise His holy Name!” 

 
O, JOY to the world, the Lord HAS come! Let the whole earth receive its Lord and King!   
As we celebrate our Savior’s birth, let us also celebrate His message: Love, Joy, Peace,  
and Hope is ours through Jesus Christ! I pray for you and yours to have a most blessed 
Christmas season and an exciting New Year to come!   
 

“Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good   
tidings of great joy which will be to all people.  For there is born to you this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  (Luke 2:10-11) 
 

JOYJOYJOYJOY    

to the World! 

By Barbara Coverstone 



 

      Children’s Christmas Program 
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Twas the Evening of 
Christmas 

December 22 at 6:00 PM 
In the TBUMC Fellowship Hall 

 

Join in the awe and amazement                         

of Christmas as seen through the eyes                    

of a child. Cookies and punch and a time               

of fellowship will follow. Come enjoy                        

the gift of our children! 



TBUMC NEWS: 
 

T-Shirt Orders 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We would like to place a 
bulk order soon for the new 
red TBUMC T-shirts, so if 
you would like to order one, 
please let Linda Baker with 
Missions know or contact  
Barbara in the office at 
(540) 436-9312. They are   
a cotton-blend with unisex 
sizing (they run big) and the 
cost is $8.50 each.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Apple Butter              
Update 

 

We had a very successful 
apple butter event! MANY 
THANKS to everyone who 
came out and helped. We 
had 22 helpers on Friday 
and 27 on Saturday. We 
made approximately 162 
quarts, 136 pints, and 
raised $1,697.00! 

 

 
 

During the Christmas season, please place your gifts of 

hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and warm socks on the big 

Giving Tree in the back of the church sanctuary. This tree 

will be up through December, displaying TBUMC’s love and 

compassion for those many children in need. 

Your wonderful gifts will embrace a  
 
 
 

 
Operation  
Christmas Child 
 

This year’s Operation Christmas 
Child project was a great blessing 
and success! We collected 24 
shoeboxes from TBUMC to help 
with the annual Christmas giving 
project of Samaritan’s Purse. It was such a JOY to see 
the overflowing shoeboxes! Because of YOU, there are 
children everywhere who will have a blessed, HOPE-filled 
Christmas! THANK YOU! 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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child with the warmth of God’s love!  



O, Sing We All Noel! 
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Lebanon-St. Stephen Community Choir’s              
37th Annual Christmas Concerts 

 

Come join us as we gather for the Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir’s 37th   

Annual Christmas Season! They will be performing a wonderful selection of Christmas 

songs this year, and it always promises to be a beautiful occasion. The LSCC consists of    

volunteer members from over 20 churches within the county and is directed by TBUMC’s  

own Marcy Bauserman. Please come out and enjoy a magical evening dedicated to the  

celebration of the Birth of Our Savior, Jesus Christ!   
 

 

Dec. 1  Walnut Springs Christian Church at 7:00 PM 

Dec. 7 Mt. Jackson United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM 

Dec. 8 Emmanuel, Fishers Hill at 3:30 PM 

Dec. 14  Strasburg United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM 

Dec. 15  Toms Brook United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM 
 

**For the TBUMC concert, the congregation is asked to provide                                         

a variety of finger foods and desserts for a time of refreshments                              

and fellowship after the concert.** 

Let’s Make a Joyful NOISE at TBUMC Caroling! 
 

Plan now to join in on the 4-part harmony… or 

just make some joyful NOISE at a special time                 

of Caroling around the community! Plans are 

currently in the works for a FUN time of singing, 

refreshments and fellowship. The date has yet               

to be determined, so if interested, please see  

Pastor Stan. Stay tuned to future bulletins and 

announcements for all of the details. We look  

forward to seeing...and hearing YOU! 



                
        Prayer Bears  

 

   “Let all that you do be done in love” 
 

 ~ 1 Corinthians 16:14 
 

Since the beginning of the Prayer Bear Ministry nearly two 
years ago, we estimate that 250 bears have been distributed 
to both young and old in need of God’s peace and comfort. So 
many wonderful stories have been shared of the lives touched 
by this ministry. We have seen bears travel to other countries, 
head to the hospital, journey to the homebound and to all those suffering loss. They have 

even blessed children who have simply celebrated worship with us.  
 

We hope to fill our pews with Christmas stuffed animals for the    
entire month of December. If you wish to be part of this effort,    
we would be pleased to receive them. (Of course, we continue to 
welcome other Prayer Animals as well.) 
 

Additionally, we would be so pleased to receive feedback on how 
these animals have made a difference in people’s lives. Please feel 
free to share comments directly to Alice Holden or drop her a note 
at aliceholden@gmail.com.  
 

During this season of gratitude, we offer a heartfelt THANK YOU to 
all of you who have generously donated Prayer Bears throughout  

                                 the year. TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you like to sing God’s praises, hear and study God’s Word, 

and watch God’s work through prayer? If so, please come join  

us weekday mornings at 7:00 AM for the Morning Prayer  

Service in the TBUMC sanctuary. This close group is eager to 

grow—not only in numbers, but also in the love and fellowship 

with one another. There is plenty of room for YOU! Start off 

your day and pray! 

Please Come Join Us!  

Prayer Makes a Difference! 
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TBUMC NEWS: 
 

 

Poinsettias                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beautiful Poinsettias will 
fill the TBUMC sanctuary on 
Sunday, December 15! 
Please place your orders — 
red or white — by using the 
order forms at the back of 
the church sanctuary or call 
Barbara in the church office. 
Each plant is $6.00. This is  
a lovely way to honor our 
loved ones. Deadline to    
order is Sunday, Dec. 1. 
 

Salvation Army 
Bell-Ringing  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

We will be ringing the bell 
for the Salvation Army 
this year on Saturday,   
December 14 at the Food 
Lion in Woodstock. Please 
sign up on the bulletin board 
in the Narthex if you would 
like to volunteer your time! 
For more information,  
please call or text Linda 
Baker at 335-3640. 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Christmas Party! 
 

 
Attention Ladies!              

You are ALL invited to the 
Hearts & Hands Annual 

Christmas Party on  
Tuesday, December 17  
at 7:00 PM at the church. 
Please bring a wrapped gift 
equivalent to $10.00 for a 
FUN gift exchange and a 

snack to share. We always 
have a great time at this 
event! ALL are welcome! 

Services 
Tuesday,                 

December 24 
Family Christmas 

Eve Service                    
at 6:00 PM 

 
 

Christmas Eve              
Candlelight                

Service                             
at 10:00 PM 

Christmas EveChristmas EveChristmas EveChristmas Eve 



TBUMC MISSIONS Update 
Our first mission trip back in May organized by Pastor Stan 
and the Missions Department to friends in Amelia was a 
great success! Now we have all come together to form a 
mission team to work locally. On November 1 and 2, a 
team of 16 helpers was able to help 5 families with     
repairing clothes lines, trimming shrubs, cutting down 
trees, weeding flower beds, painting, and house cleaning. 
The clean-up crew disposed of FOUR truckloads!  
 
 

A kitchen crew also helped out by serving breakfast and 
lunch on both days. The food was prepared and delivered 
to several homes in the area. The mission team worked  
together so well that all the work that was scheduled was COMPLETED!                                                
The families were so appreciative and the community was blessed. 
  
We would LOVE to bless you or a family that you know with helping hands. No   
project is too big or too small. What is important to YOU is important to US! Please consider 
letting us serve you. For more information, please contact Kathy Church at 540-481-4974. 
             

              

 
 

Community Dinner  
Thursday, December 19 at 6:00 PM 

        In the Fellowship Hall 
 

Join us at TBUMC on Thursday, December 19 at 

6:00 PM for our next Community Dinner. Last 

month at our Community Thanksgiving Dinner, we 

were able to serve 135 attendees! So many people 

came and helped with the preparations and serving, 

and the food was AWESOME! Said Linda Baker,              

“Last night was crazy fun and exciting! There 

was so much JOY!”  
 

At this month’s dinner, there will be plenty of good food and fellowship,                                                    

so come on out and spend an evening with friends and neighbors! For more information,                     

please call or text Linda Baker at 540-335-3640. 

Church & Community Outreach 
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 By LaVon Stolt 



Mary, Did You Know? 
 
 

“But the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God.              

You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will                      

be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give Him                    

the throne of His father David, and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever;                 

His kingdom will never end.’”       ~ Luke 1:30-33 (NIV) 
 

 

One of my all-time favorite Christmas songs (and there many!) is “Mary Did You Know?”  
It moved me from the first time that I heard Mark Lowry (the lyric composer) sing it. I am  
reminded by this song that “Mary pondered in her heart.” (Luke 2:19) The song begs that 
we might ponder as well. Consider the lyrics: 
 

 Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water? 
 Mary, did you know that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? 
 Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new? 
 This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you.  
 

 Mary, did you know that your baby boy would give sight to a blind man? 
 Mary, did you know that your baby boy would calm a storm with his hand? 
 Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod... 
 And when your kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God?  
 

 The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again. 
 The lame will leap, the dumb will speak, the praises of the lamb.  
 

 Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 
 Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations? 
 Did you know that your baby boy is heaven's perfect Lamb? 
 This sleeping child you're holding is the great I AM?  
 

 (CCLI 1849484) 
 

So, here we are in the Advent season, in 
anticipation of celebrating the birth of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Truly, a time 
for us to “ponder.” So, take a pause from 
this busy world and also ponder what Mary 
did in the above song. Ask yourself what is 
asked of Mary: Did you know…..? And be 
sure to check the scriptures for yourself! 
 

Blessings and Peace to                  
You and Yours! 

The JOY of Christmas in Song  
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 By Lee Pugh 

(Song Written By Mark Lowry) 



Worship Team: 
 

Greeter: Every Person a Greeter 

Ushers: Robert Neff, Fred Frenzel 

Acolyte: Chelsea Stine 

Visual Creation: Lee Pugh 

Run Visuals:  Kim Peterson (1, 8)                                                                                           

Lee Pugh (15, 22) Sharon Keller (29)  

Sound Board: Deby Pugh (1, 15)                                                                                       

Jimmy Peterson (8) Doug Midkiff (22)  Lee Pugh (29) 

Communion: Abdallah John Khoury 
 

 

Sunday School Devotion Leaders:   
Coordinator:  Diana Bauserman 465-8199 
 

December 1: Gloria Ryman  

December 8: Jeff Delano   

December 15: Cindy Hunter  

December 22: Diana Bauserman 

December 29: Stan Thompson    

Pianist: Marcy Bauserman  

 

Lay Ministry for DECEMBER 
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December Birthdays  
1  Chuck Eagle 
1 Benton Berghuis 
3 Wes Burgess 
4 Arthur Keller 
6 Sully Eagle 
8 Connor Moorefield 
9 Jimmy Peterson 
11 Grace Healey 
14 Leslie Funkhouser 
14 Gloria Kronk 
15 Alyssa Thorpe 
17 Terry Himelright 
17 Katherine Haun 
18 Donna Huntsberger 
19 Ben King 
20 Kathy Rivers 
21 Eddie Lambert 
21 Marlyn Hoffman 

23 Bob Lively 
23 Joshua Seidel 
24 Donna Miller 
26 Judy Menges 
28 Tony Himelright 
28 Mark Griffey 
30 Allison Sowers 
30  Adam Crabill 
 

Anniversaries  
1 Mike & Phyllis Fleming 
9 Daryl & Tina Mumaw 
17 Tom & Connie Cockrell 
18 Robert & Kelly Storey 
22 Bob & Marcy Bauserman 



 

 

 

 

We will be compiling our Annual Report Issue of The Witness in January that will look 

back on 2019 at TBUMC. The issue will also include our 2020 TBUMC Leadership listing, as 

well as vision for the coming year. We would like to see your pictures and read your stories 

and testimonies, so please feel free to submit items by the week of December 16. This also 

includes any reports from fellowship groups, Sunday School classes, Bible study groups, and 

the Morning Prayer Group.  
 

From the Finance Committee: 
 

 

2019 Giving Statements will be ready by January 31 for pickup 

on the back table of the sanctuary for regular attendees. All others 

statements will be mailed out. *If you have any address changes 

for the Financial Secretary for these reports, please advise 

Barbara ASAP in the church office at (540) 436-9312 or 

email her at tbumc@shentel.net.  

 
 

 

New TBUMC Directory: 

We will be updating our TBUMC Directory in the new year, 

with publication in February. Please look over the current    

Directory and view the information we have on you and your 

family. If you have ANY address, email or phone number 

changes, please get these to Barbara in the office ASAP.  
 

 Sermon Podcast 
You can listen to                                                    

Pastor Stan Thompson’s                                         
sermons on our website:                                      
www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          

& click on the latest media link. 
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     Upcoming in the New Year! 

2020 

January Newsletter 
Deadline is                         

December 16th!  



Have a Very                                
Merry Christmas                       

and a Blessed                
New Year! 

 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook 


