The Witness
Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!
From Luke 2: “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was
first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed,
everyone into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the
city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and lineage of David) to be taxed with Mary, his
espoused wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth
her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.”
My friends, our Savior was born in a barn, amongst livestock, and then laid in a
feeding trough known as a manger. Humble beginnings for the King of Kings
and Lord of Lords. Not only that, but it was known that Joseph wasn’t even Jesus’
father, so scandal and its humiliation also followed this little family. How is it,
then, that it was God’s plan to have Jesus begin His life like this? It is because
Jesus was to become the Champion of those who are marginalized by society.
When Jesus began His ministry, He read from the Prophet Isaiah as recorded
in Luke 4:18 —“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has anointed me to
bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the
time of the Lord’s favor has come.” Jesus announced that He is the Champion of
the poor, the captives, the blind, and the oppressed. That is the Good News to
the marginalized of the world, that Jesus is for them. As a follower of Jesus, I
must be for them, as well. This is the true spirit of Christmas.
Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank you for
sending Jesus to be my Champion. Help me be a champion to those in need,
as well. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.
The peace of God be with you,

Pastor Stan
Pastor Stan
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By Barbara Coverstone
We are coming into that time again of gift-giving and smart shopping. Are you like me and
somewhat weary of the whole, “All I want for Christmas is...”? Think about it – what do you
really want? Or need?
As I sat and reflected, as I’m often known to do, I got this crazy notion to turn the tables.
Maybe it was time to ask God what HE wanted for Christmas. I mean, after all, it IS a
celebration of His Son’s birth, so He should have some thoughts on the subject, right?
So, I asked Him: “Father, what do you want from me, from us, this year? You name it.
If I could give it to you, you know I would.” What do you think He said?
In the last few years, a popular word surfaced among retailers with the goal of exciting
(or enticing) the young and old to get on board with the gift-giving, holiday spirit. It has
been seen on bumper stickers, lapel pins, tree ornaments, and even on coffee mugs. It is
a simple word, but it has a powerful message: Believe.
Now when I first saw it, I thought, WOW! What a great way to put Him out there for all
the world to see! You know, the “Reason for the Season”! I was pumped! My enthusiasm
quickly deflated, however, when I realized it wasn’t actually a statement of faith, but rather
just a marketing suggestion that I retreat into my childhood and rekindle my belief in the
fat man in the red suit. Aha….NOT!
So, get this... what do you think God said He wanted this year?
“Just Believe.”
I like His style. Nike may have registered the trademark (“Just Do It”), but God had the
original idea. Jesus answered many who came to Him in need with simply, “Just Believe.”
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.”
– John 3:16
The Greatest Gift that was ever given to mankind has asked US to just believe in Him.
There are no strings attached, no “naughty or nice” stipulations. Just believe -- that’s it.
That’s all that He wants – He needs -- from us. It is through this trust in Him that He is
able to lavish on us His love and a life filled with heavenly blessings. And what a gift to
share with others!
Are you ready this year to give the gift that keeps on giving? JUST BELIEVE.
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Ministry Spotlight: Prayer Bears

Testimonies From Our

What a blessing our Prayer Bears Ministry has been to folks around the
community! In just the short time it was started, this ministry has grabbed
a hold of the hearts of TBUMC and has made a difference in the lives of so
many people! Look at all the wonderful testimonies:
From a grandmother of an infant: "Thank you for the Prayer Bear. It is at the head of
the bed watching over my infant grandson."
From a woman who lost her soul mate: "I thank your church for being so kind to me.
The stuffed animal serves to remind me that God does love me."
From parents of twin girls at UVA: "We so appreciated the Prayer Bears. They will
occupy a place of honor in the girls' room."
From a woman dealing with cancer: "I just received the beautiful little animal. What a
cheerer-upper! I have read the tag many times and am so grateful to have received it from
your church."
From a man that gave a Prayer Bear to a woman in a nursing home: He stated
that she hugged and hugged the Prayer Animal and was filled with joy. Each time he visits
her, the bear is by her side!
From a woman recovering from surgery:
“The Bear from your church sits in a sunny window in my
room and brings me joy each time I look out the window."
We now have some Christmas Prayer Animals to share!
As a reminder, before you leave the church sanctuary each
week, feel free to take an animal to give to someone, of
any age, who you feel would be blessed by receiving it.
It is a blessing to show people how much they are loved!

Let’s Spread the Love of Jesus
to Those in Need!
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TBUMC Family & Friends
TBUMC NEWS:

Hearts & Hands
Christmas Party

Children’s Christmas Program
December 16 at 6:00 PM
In the Fellowship Hall

All Ladies! You are invited
to the Hearts & Hands
Annual Christmas Party
on Tuesday, December
18 at 7:00 PM at the
church. Please bring a
wrapped gift equivalent to
$10 for a gift exchange and
a snack to share. This is
always a wonderful time of
fellowship for everyone!

Community Dinner
At TBUMC
Come join us at TBUMC on
Thursday, December 20
at 6:00 PM for our next
Community Dinner. Last
month, despite the ice and
snow, we were able to
serve 39 attendees at our
Thanksgiving Dinner, with
many thanks to AWESOME
volunteers! There will be
plenty of good food and
fellowship, so come on out
and spend an evening with
friends and neighbors! For
more info, call or text Linda
Baker at 540-335-3640.

Join us for this year’s Children’s Christmas program and witness
the story of the true meaning of Christmas through the eyes of
a child...or an animal! The children will portray the animals who
brought gifts to the baby Jesus. There will be readings, poems,
recitations from the children and, of course, Christmas songs!
Let’s support the TBUMC children and share in their excitement
at Christmas. Cookies and punch and a time of fellowship will
follow. Come enjoy the gift of our children!

Special Christmas Events:
Sunday, December 9
Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir presents
its 36th Annual Christmas Concert at 7:00 PM

Sunday, December 16
Children’s Christmas Program at 6:00 PM

Monday, December 24
Family Christmas Eve Service at 6:00 PM
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service at 10:00 PM
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TBUMC Family & Friends
TBUMC NEWS:

Giving

TREE
Please place your hats, gloves, mittens, scarves and socks
on the big Giving Tree in the back of the sanctuary. The
tree will be up through December, displaying TBUMC’s
love and compassion for those many children in need.

Christmas
Poinsettias
Beautiful Christmas
Poinsettias will fill
the TBUMC sanctuary on
Sunday, December 16!
Please place your order for
one (or more) — red or
white — by using the order
forms at the back of the
sanctuary or call Barbara in
the church office. This is a
lovely way to honor our
loved ones and beautify
our sanctuary! Deadline
to order is Sun, Dec. 2.

Your lovely gifts will warm a child!

Operation
Christmas Child

We will be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army again
this year on Saturday, December 8 at the Food Lion in
Woodstock (*note change in location). Shifts are for one
hour during the hours 10 AM - 4 PM. Please sign up on
the bulletin board. You can share the hour with a spouse or
friend! Questions, call or text Linda Baker: 540-335-3640.

This year’s OCC project
was a great success! We
collected 36 shoeboxes
from TBUMC to help in the
annual Christmas giving
project of Samaritan’s
Purse. Because of YOU,
children everywhere will
have a blessed, JOY-filled
Christmas! THANK YOU!
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Creative Christmas Cheer
The Little Sheep
Verse 1

A Song By Dr. Stan Thompson
(Sung to the tune of “Sister Golden Hair”
by Gerry Beckley and as recorded by America)

There was a man who had a little sheep
It languished in deep despair;
It was lost and in trouble and no one seemed to care.
But a Shepherd came and found it,
It was no longer alone;
Peace and love, the sheep enjoyed
It finally had a home.
Verse 2
Well the sheep grew up and went its way
Always thankful for the Shepherd’s care;
It looked high and low for other sheep
Who were also in deep despair.
Although many sheep were found
Many turned away;
But those who followed the little sheep
Had a place in heaven to stay.
Verse 3
Chorus

Many years have past, many sheep were found

Did you give your heart to Jesus?

As the little sheep continued the search;

Did you know He really cares?

Many came to know Jesus and found their way into
His church.

Did you know that He died for you?
Did you know He hears your prayers?
Come little sheep, come and see
The King upon His throne;

The little sheep followed Jesus, and then was sent
to you,
Because the little sheep had become a shepherd,
too.

For the good and faithful Shepherd
Will lead you home.

Repeat Chorus
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Creative Christmas Cheer
O Little Town of Bethlehem
Hymn History

By Marcy Bauserman

Hymn Written by Phillips Brooks
(1835 – 1893)
Phillips Brooks was rector of Holy Trinity Church in
Philadelphia in August 1865 when his parishioners
sent him abroad for a year. His travels took him
through Europe and in December to the Holy Land.
After two weeks in Jerusalem, He ended up in the
little town of Bethlehem on Christmas Eve.
Two years after his return to America, Brooks was
still enjoying his thrilling memories of Bethlehem,
which was also the birthplace of Jesus. He wrote
“O Little Town of Bethlehem” for his Sunday School,
and this hymn embodies the spiritual meaning of
what he saw during his stay in the little town.

The Blessing of Children

by Kathy Church

I have the honor and privilege of babysitting triplets belonging to my nephew, his wife and
big brother Cash. According to their birthdates, they are three months old as I am writing
this. At that age, they are cooing, watching me walk across the room, and starting to reach
for their toys.
Recently, while two of the boys were eating (they are all boys – two are identical), Holden
was in his chair, waiting his turn. While attending to the job at hand, I heard cooing coming
from Holden’s direction. That sound always warms my heart and puts a smile on my face.
When I turned to acknowledge him, I noticed he was staring at the plain, white ceiling—not
the fan or a shadow or a light—just the plain ceiling.
For the first time he was making “baby words,” forming his mouth
and using his tongue to make “words” and more than just cooing.
(Moms, you know what I mean.) Not only that, he was using a
“conversation-type” rhythm. He would “talk” for about 10 seconds
and then remain quiet for about the same amount of time. It was
as if he was listening and then answering again, all the while looking up to the ceiling. This went on for at least one to one-and-ahalf minutes (which is a long time when you’re only three months
old!) Wouldn’t it be cool if he was talking to God? Who can say
that he wasn’t? Cool!
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Christmas Reflections of Hope

My First Christmas in Heaven
I see the countless Christmas Trees around the world below
With tiny lights like heaven’s stars reflecting on the snow.
The sight is so spectacular, please wipe away your tears,
For I am sharing Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.
I hear the many Christmas songs that people hold so dear,
But the sound of music can’t compare with the Christmas choir here.
I have no words to tell you, the joy their voices bring,
It’s far beyond description, to hear the angels sing.
I know how much you miss me, I see the pain within your heart;
But I am not far away, we really aren’t apart.
So be happy for me, loved ones, for you know I hold you dear;
And be glad I’m spending Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.
I send you each a special gift from my heavenly home above,
I send you each a memory of my undying love.
After all, LOVE is the gift more precious than pure gold,
It was always most important in the stories Jesus told.
Please love and keep each other, as the Father said to do,
For I can’t count the blessings, or the love He has for you.
So, have a Merry Christmas and wipe away those tears,
For I am sharing Christmas with Jesus Christ this year.

~ Anonymous
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TBUMC Family & Friends
Let’s Light Up TBUMC
On Christmas Eve!
In December, our Relay for Life team will give you an
opportunity to purchase luminary bags in memory of or
in honor of loved ones. These bright bags will be placed
all around the church yard for both Christmas Eve services.
Bags will be lit from 5:30 PM until midnight and what a
beautiful sight it will be! Forms to place your order will be
available on the back table of the sanctuary or call the
church office for more details.
Also, many thanks to everyone who picked up a Prayer/
Change bottle! Your prayers — and change — will make a
difference in someone’s life this year!

Have You Seen the TBUMC
Bulletin Boards?
If you haven’t taken a look at the many bulletin boards at
TBUMC lately, make sure to check out the various designs
and “messages” to the church through the creativity of
others. Whether it’s the giving of thanks, finding out your
individual ministry within these four walls, or simply being
reminded that we ARE becoming the community’s church,
our bulletin boards are there to remind us
of the awesome God we serve and the
many opportunities we have to share His
love with others. And you thought bulletin
boards were for...well...bulletins…?

Upcoming in
January Issue
of The Witness:

We will be compiling an
“Annual Report” Issue in
January that will look
back on the year 2018
at TBUMC. We’d like your
pictures, stories,
testimonies, reports from
fellowship groups,
Sunday School classes,
Bible study groups, and
the Morning Prayer Group
about how God has been
SO good to YOU!

January Newsletter
Deadline is Dec. 17!
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Lay Ministry for DECEMBER

Modern Worship - 11:00 AM

Traditional Worship - 8:30 AM
Inside
Greeters:

Jimmy and Kim Peterson

Acolyte:

Natalee Peterson (2, 16, 30)

Linda Baker, Kathy Church
_____________

Mike Cockrell (9, 23)

Ushers:

Robert Neff-HU
Leo Ryman Gloria Ryman
Bob Lively

Fred Frenzel-HU

Visual Creation:

Becky Stickley

Debbie Buckley

Run Visuals:

Jimmy Peterson

Debbie Buckley

Sound Board:

Doug Midkiff

Debbie Buckley

Communion:

Diana Bauserman—Set-up
Pastor Stan Thompson,
Bobby Funkhouser—Server

Cindy Frenzel—Set-up
Pastor Stan Thompson,
Abdallah John Khoury—Server

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:
Coordinator: Diana Bauserman 465-8199
December 2—Sandee Stickley/Marcy Bauserman
December 9—Jeff Delano/Marcy Bauserman
December 16—Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman
December 23—Diana Bauserman/Marcy Bauserman
December 30—Sharon Maynard/Marcy Bauserman

Sermon Podcast
You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s
sermons on our website. Just go to:
http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/
and click on the latest media link.

“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who
has given me strength to do His work.
He considered me trustworthy and
appointed me to serve Him.”
~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT

Page 11

O Come All Ye Faithful!
The Lebanon-St. Stephen Community
Choir’s 36th Annual Christmas Concerts
Come join us as we gather for the Lebanon-St. Stephens Community
Choir’s 36th Annual Christmas Season! The LSCC consists of volunteer
members from over 20 churches in the county and is directed by TBUMC’s
own Marcy Bauserman. Please come out for a wonderful evening dedicated
to the celebration of the Birth of Our Savior, Jesus Christ!
Dec. 1

Mt. Jackson United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM

Dec. 2

Walnut Springs Christian Church, Strasburg at 7:00 PM

Dec. 8

Emmanuel, Fishers Hill at 7:00 PM

Dec. 9

Toms Brook United Methodist Church at 7:00 PM
**For the TBUMC concert, the congregation is
asked to provide a variety of finger foods
and desserts for a time of refreshments and
fellowship after the concert.**

December Birthdays

(Please contact the church office for any additions or
corrections to the birthday or anniversary lists.)

1

Chuck Eagle

18

Donna Huntsberger

30

1

Benton Berghuis

19

Kay Cornell

3

Wes Burgess

19

Ben King

Anniversaries

4

Arthur Keller

20

Kathy Rivers

6

Sully Eagle

21

Eddie Lambert

8

Connor Peyton Moorefield

21

Marlyn Hoffman

9

Jimmy Peterson

23

Bob Lively

11

Grace Healey

23

Joshua Seidel

14

Leslie Funkhouser

24

Donna Miller

14

Gloria Kronk

26

Judy Menges

15

Alyssa Thorpe

28

Tony Himelright

17

Terry Himelright

28

Mark Griffey

17

Katherine Haun

30

Allison Sowers

Adam Crabill

1

Mike & Phyllis Fleming

9

Daryl & Tina Mumaw

17

Tom & Connie Cockrell

18

Robert & Kelly Storey

22

Bob & Marcy Bauserman

Toms Brook

Have a Very
Merry Christmas
and an
Exciting and Blessed
New Year in 2019!

United Methodist
Church

3263 N. Main St.
P.O. Box 99,
Toms Brook, VA 22660
Office Phone: 540-436-9312
Email: tbumc@shentel.net
Web: tomsbrookumc.net
Pastor Stan Thompson
Cell: 540-230-1897
Email: stantherock@hotmail.com
***
~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~
Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m.
Life Application Classes
& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m.

JESUS is the REASON for
the SEASON!

~Monday thru Friday~
Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Witness
P.O. Box 99
Toms Brook, VA 22660
POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

