
 

Jesus taught in Matthew 7:12—“Do to others whatever you would like them 

to do to you. This is the essence of all that is taught in the law and the 

prophets.” I like summary statements like this because it means I do not need   

to memorize the entire Bible, which I cannot do, but just a few verses, which I  

can do. So, this means the first five books of the Old testament and Isaiah through 

Malachi can be summarized in one statement. Quite remarkable. And if I need 

some help on what, exactly, to do in order to fulfill the above summary statement, 

the Apostle Paul gives me guidance. Paul writes in 2 Timothy 2:23—“Again I say, 

don’t get involved in foolish, ignorant arguments that only start fights.   

A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but must be kind to everyone, be 

able to teach, and be  patient with difficult people. Gently instruct those 

who oppose the truth. Perhaps God will change those people’s hearts, 

and they will learn the truth. Then they will come to their senses and   

escape from the devil’s trap. For they have been held captive by him to 

do whatever he wants.”  

Paul says a servant of the Lord: 

Must not quarrel. 

Must be kind to everyone. 

Must be able to teach. 

Must be patient with difficult people. 

Must gently instruct those who oppose the truth. 
 

So, this is how I follow the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 7:12—“Do to others 

whatever you would like them to do to you. This is the essence of all that 

is taught in the law and the prophets.” 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for    

teaching me to treat others as I want to be treated. Please help me do this,        

so that I will be blessed. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 

The peace of God be with you, 

 

 Pastor Stan 
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  



 

 
 

I have always loved to learn. I love a good book, the History Channel...even the channel with 
all the cooking and crafts shows, because I love to learn how to do different things. This week  
I really enjoyed watching the Apollo history on TV, since I was only four when we landed on the 
moon. Learning is a passion of mine; it’s probably why I’ve taken classes on into my adult life.  
 

Now, I always loved to learn, but when I was young I HATED going back to school each year! 
Just when your summer had started and you’d gotten into the groove of sleeping late, late-
night lighting bug collecting or playing kick-the-can (ok, I’m dating myself) or going camping  
for weeks on end at the beach...then it was time to go back to school! UGH!  
 

It seems like our kids are going back to school earlier this year, and the change it brings about 
may be unsettling. Maybe you’ve planned a vacation for late in the summer or your family is 
just breaking in the new pool in your backyard. Or maybe, like I used to be, your kids are just 
NOT ready to go back...they are having too much fun! Would we make the decision to keep our 
kids out of school just because of the change? Of course not...that’s a little silly. Denying our 
kids their education just because of change would only be detrimental to them.  

While I have often resisted change, I find the word “improvement” may be easier to digest. 
Sometimes behind all the changes can be thought-out solutions which end up being great     
improvements to my life and to those around me. And sometimes, these changes simply come       
because it’s time to grow (or grow up) just a bit. But it’s NEVER the time to shrink back, retreat 
or even walk away from the things that may be keeping us headed in the right direction for our 
lives. Sometimes the very change that we hate is the change that is needed to keep us growing 
and maturing. 
 

In Hebrews 10:19-39, the writer was encouraging those in the early church of not throwing in 
the towel or going back to the old way of doing things, just because it was comfortable. They 
had stopped meeting together (attending church) and had turned from the promises of the new 
covenant, wishing for the things in the old. They had gotten so far in their faith, so to give up 
or retreat was like “cutting off their noses to spite their faces,” or, as my mother used to say, 
“throwing the baby out with the bath water.” This resisting of change can end up proving your 
point, but shooting yourself in the foot in the process.  
 

Are you facing a change in your life that has you upset, frustrated or down-right peeved? Is 
that frustration—not the change—leading you to make decisions based on resentment or even 
entitlement, instead of by the direction of the Holy Spirit? It’s always good to get back to the 
basics when making decisions that will affect God’s plan for your life. Remember the words of 
the Scriptures—not the words of those naysayers around you:   
 

“Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for He who promised is faithful. 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 
not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging 

one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching…                                                    
For we are not like those who turn away from God to their own destruction.                            

We are the faithful ones, whose souls will be saved.” 
 

~ Hebrews 10:19-24; 39 

Back to School Basics By Barbara Coverstone 



Today we often live in a world where everything 
has to be “instant,” “drive-thru,” or “get ‘er done.”  
So, we fall into a trap with our time with God and 
our devotions. Recently, the Lord laid it on my 
heart that that was what I was doing with my quiet 
time. He wanted me to take time to pray, give 
thanks, and worship—before reading and studying 
His Word. Usually I don’t write out prayers, but the 
Lord gave me the words of a prayer to pray  before 
my quiet time: 
 

“Dear Heavenly Father, open my eyes that I may 
see Your divine glory. Open my ears that I may 
hear You speak to me. Open my mind that I may 
have knowledge, wisdom, understanding, and    
discernment. Open my heart that I may always experience and see your amazing love, 
grace and mercy. In Jesus’ mighty name, I pray. AMEN and AMEN.” 
 

I recently shared this prayer at the Morning Prayer Service, just after we sang the hymn, 
“Open My Eyes, That I May See,” by Cara Scott in the 1800’s. We sang it at the Morning 
Prayer Service for the first time after Pastor Stan had been practicing it. As Pastor Stan said, 
“It didn’t sound too bad.” 
 

Please join us at the Morning Prayer Service some morning.   To God be the glory for all the 
great things He has done, is doing, and will do.     
   

Morning Prayer Service: Mon - Fri at 7:00 AM in the TBUMC Sanctuary 
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By Richard Walker  

TBUMC’s Morning Prayer Service 

It’s BACK TO SCHOOL on August 5th! 
The kids are getting ready to head back to school on      
Monday, August 5! When heading out that morning, be 
sure to allow time for that parade of colorful yellow school 
buses that will carry our young ones to another year of  
Reading, Writing and Arithmetic!  
 
TBUMC Children’s Sunday School teachers are busy    
preparing for Opening Day of Children’s Sunday School   
on August 4! Bring your children — and invite their friends 
— and enjoy a fun year of Bible lessons, crafts and awesome 
snacks that are prepared just with your child in mind! 

 



Prayer Bears Testimonies 
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Our hearts are filled with joy as the              
Prayer Bears Ministry continues to thrive     
because of the numerous donations from our 
church family. We sincerely thank you all! 
 

Your tremendous outpouring of love has already made 
such a difference to so many. As you know, giving a   
donation to bless another reflects our Father's love! We 
have heard many heartwarming stories from folks who 
have received a Prayer Bear. Below are just a few: 
 

� When a man in the hospital recovering from an      

accident received a bear, he tightly embraced the 
bear as if it had become his new best friend! 

 

� Another woman that received a bear was experiencing a very difficult time in her life. 

It was clearly evident that the Prayer Bear arrived at the perfect time and was very 
meaningful to her. 

 

� A woman dealing with cancer was simply delighted to receive a bear. She said it would 

sit on her table next to her Bible as a reminder of God's love. 
 

� One woman had quite a collection of Boyds Bears. She decided that she wanted to 

share them with people who would give them good homes. We are so blessed that she 
donated them to our Prayer Bear Ministry...the darling bears are now in the pews! 

 

As a reminder, if you happen to know of someone (of any age) that could use a reminder 
of God's constant love, please take an animal with you as you leave the Sanctuary. We 
would really appreciate hearing what the recipient had to say when they received the 
stuffed animal. Also, please share your story (without using names) with Pastor Stan or 
Bobby Funkhouser or contact Barbara at the Church Office. We will then share your   
comments in a future newsletter. Many thanks, and TO GOD BE THE GLORY!     

 “I wanted to express just how much the "Prayer Bear Ministry" meant to 

me upon my arrival at Toms Brook UMC. Charlie (my bear) goes everywhere 

with me. He reminds me just how much God and my church family loves and 

cares for me. The prayers that came a long with Charlie give me great    

comfort in knowing that someone has sent a special blessing my way.” 
 

~ Priscilla West 



TBUMC NEWS: 

TBUMC COUNCIL MTG 
 

There will be a Council 
Meeting on Monday,   
August 26 at 7:00 PM    
in the Fellowship Hall. All 
TBUMC members are                  
invited to attend and               
participate (without vote). 
 

CHARGE CONFERENCE 
 

Our Charge Conference  
has been scheduled for 
September 14 this year, 
along with 13 other area 
churches, as part of a    
new program from the   
District Superintendent.  
We will join our local UMC 
neighbors for “Ministry    
Encounters” at Strasburg 
UMC that will include some  
leadership training, a    
missions practicum, and 
much food and fellowship.   
Let’s plan to participate in 
this exciting time of growth 
in the Body of Christ and at 
TBUMC! (Details to follow!) 
 

 

KITS for CONFERENCE 
 

Many thanks to all who 
helped with the Kits for  
Conference! We had 16 
hygiene kits and 4 
school kits delivered to 
the conference, plus 4 
large boxes of canned 
goods that were given to 
the food pantry project in 
Roanoke.  

 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Senior Moments Luncheon 
Friday, August 16 at 11:00 AM 

TBUMC Fellowship Hall 
 

Come share lunch with 
friends & church family!  
 

Dennis Scott, well-known local  
vocalist and guitarist, will provide 
Southern Gospel music for our after
-lunch entertainment. Dennis is no 
stranger to us, as he has shared 
with us before. We’ve asked him to be sure to include some 
“sing-along” songs, so come ready  to make a joyful noise!    

 

The luncheon is FREE for Seniors 65+ who are church    
members and friends of the church. Senior guests 65+ are 
also invited for a nominal cost of $5.00. Please sign-up on  
the bulletin board or call Jeff and Linda Delano at 459-4197.    
 

TBUMC Missions                          
 

The Missions Committee is planning  
Saturday mission events in the community 
to assist our neighbors. They will take place 
in the morning and require about 4 hours 
of time to complete. Anyone interested in  
helping with these mini-missions outings, 
call Linda Baker at 335-3640 or Candy Phillips at 335-5541. 
These events are great for those who can’t leave a job or 
home for days at a time, but still want to participate! 
 

 

TBUMC Relay for Life  
What a great year! We raised $11,304 and 
got an award for the Most Improved Team. 
Although I’m stepping down as team captain, 
I’m only a phone call away for the new team 
captain. We have a fantastic team, and it has 
been a joy to be team leader. We have made 
a difference with our funds! (Please see the church                 
bulletin board for a breakdown of the funds raised.)                                                                                                  
 

~ Diana Bauserman 



 

Lay Ministry for AUGUST 
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August Birthdays ———————————————

2 Christina Crawford 
3 Jennifer Burke 
3 Brian Orr 
4 Charley Jackson 
5 Colin Christensen 
6 Marcy Bauserman 
6 Wyatt Peterson 
6 Keith Johnson 
6 Heather Grabenstein 
7 Pat Holler 
7 Linda Hudgins 
8 Emily Blankenship 
8 Karen Bradfield 
8 Kate Sowers 
9 Gerry Funkhouser 
9 Mike Fleming 
10 Gary Kronk 
10 Natalee Peterson 
11 Fuzzy Neal 
12 Dee Griffey 

12 Tony Davis 
12 Linda Delano 
12 Priscilla West 
13 Ronnie Funk 
14 Janet Batten 
16 Rich Church 
17 Alexis Keller 
18 Eva Keller 
18 Wayne Stickler 
20 Doretta Kern 
21 Sandi Crabill 
21 Kim Peterson 
23 Shirley Keller 
24 Lavon Stolt   
27 Don Griffey 
27 Dennis Rush 
28 Eli J. Bullard 
28 Isaac Sager 
29 Braydon Wetzel 
 

Anniversaries 

2 J.W. & Diana Bauserman 
6 Mil & Dianna Wallen 
12 Tony & Tina Davis 
13 Steve & Debbie Grant 
16 Charles & Kitra French, Jr. 
18 Leo & Gloria Ryman 
19 David & Mary Fay 
31 Robert & Elaine Neff 

 

  
Greeter: Kim Peterson 

Ushers: Robert Neff, Fred Frenzel 

Acolyte: Mike Cockrell (4, 18) Natalee Peterson (11, 25) 

Visual Creation: Lee Pugh 

Run Visuals: Lee Pugh 

Sound Board: Deby Pugh 

Communion:  TBA 

 

Sunday School Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   

Coordinator:  Diana Bauserman   465-8199 

August 4—Gloria Ryman/Marcy Bauserman                                             

August 11—Gloria Kronk/Marcy Bauserman 

August 18—Linda Delano/Marcy Bauserman  

August 25—Connie Cockrell/Marcy Bauserman  

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website. Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 



To TBUMC Family: 
“We want to thank everyone for their understanding 

during the summer months with our change of the   

service time to 10:00 a.m. The blending of the 8:30 

and 11:00 services helps us to keep attendance up and 

allows for a great time of worship together. It is our 

hope, with much prayer, to do what is best for the 

church and its people.” 
 

~ Bobby Funkhouser, Lay Leader & Council Chair 
 

“I feel deeply blessed to have a wonderful caring 

church family. I want to thank all of you for the prayers, cards, phone calls, help and visits. 

It meant so much to me and helped get me through the long hospital stay and recovery. I 

truly believe that the LORD does hear our prayers and had His healing hand on me through 

all this. 

What happened was a rupture of a vessel in my lung and air was leaking into my chest    

cavity. The doctors inserted two chest tubes and finally did five procedures that were very                                  

painful to get the leak closed. I am now doing well and back to my quilting.  

Again, thank you very much for being my church family.” 

~ Connie Broy 
 

“Thank you so very much for your very generous donations. As you realize, such regular   

donations from Toms Brook UMC are critical to our mission to prevent/reduce                   

homelessness in our community.”  

~ Shenandoah Alliance for Shelter (Lend a Hand Fund) 
 

To TBUMC & the Amelia Mission Team: 
 

“Thank you for all your hard work in the community; our church looks so much better with 

new paint and a cross. We were truly blessed having y’all.” 
 

~ Roslyn Greig, Jetersville UMC 
 

“...Jetersville Methodist so appreciates all the work your team accomplished. I smile every 

time I approach our little, white church. We love the cross with the Methodist symbol. I have 

been pushing for a cross on the roof for years, but now we look like a church. Please tell the 

others how happy we all are…” 

~ Ruth Lynch, Jetersville UMC 
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Special Notes of Thanks 



 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook 

August 26 - 31  

With Christian Artists: 

Casting Crowns—August 30th 


