
 

 

Praise be to the Lord for His gracious kindness in continuing the ministry       
of the Word and service here at TBUMC. The Lord has shown us how to be     
active and relevant during this unexpected pandemic. After all, last year at 
this time it never entered my mind that we would be where we are now—   
the mandatory wearing of masks in public and the never-ending threat of 
Covid-19. So, we are making the best of it.  
 

Our online ministry is strong, and both our church website sermon page and 
YouTube channel have a lot of traffic. Plus, we meet every Sunday now for 
drive-in service at 10:00 am in the picnic shelter parking lot. I am so glad   
the Lord led us to build it, as it is the perfect place for our worship service. 
The shelter also provides a place for the Morning Prayer Service to meet,  
Monday-Friday at 7:00 am weekly. We have just started studying the                    
book of Revelation, verse by verse, so come and join us if you would like.  
 

While there is still much uncertainty about the future—like how will the 
schools open or will there be another spike in Covid-19 cases—yet the     
Word   of the Lord stands like a stone wall, protecting us from the evil one 
and wicked people as well as the coronavirus. The Lord says, “Stay firm in 
your faith and hold fast to what you have received for I am with you.” And     
if the Lord is for us, who can be against us? 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for 
Your protection during this pandemic. Help us continue to proclaim the good 
news about Jesus is every way we can. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 
 

The peace of God be with you, 
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 Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

Pastor Stan 



 
 
 

 

Don’t Get Caught Like a 
Fish Out of Water... 

SOAK YOURSELF in the 
WORD of GOD!! 

  “I will refresh the weary and                      

satisfy the faint.”  

~ Jeremiah 31:25 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 
“We do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen.                       

For the things which are seen are temporary,  
but the things which are not seen are eternal.”   

 

~ 2 Corinthians 4:18  
 

This life will not last. We are not promised tomorrow or even the rest of this day. It  
seems sad because this is all that we know. The world is in chaos because it is broken.  

So, instead of dwelling on this, we should turn our sights on our next life which is more 

wonderful than we can imagine. You can’t get God’s plan for your life without God. If we 

want to live with Him forever, we need to get to know Him and what He says. Only then 
can we live our lives here without anxiety, with a peace that surpasses all understanding 

and a feeling of calm because we know God has got this and every situation. He loves us 

and has a wonderful plan for our lives...if we will just give it ALL to Him. 

 

 

 

Peaceful Reflections 
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Worship Service 
Every Sunday at 10:00 AM                  
in the TBUMC Parking Lot   
 

Join us each Sunday at TBUMC for Drive-In   

Worship! You can listen via our new mobile PA 
system or tune to 91.9 FM and follow along, 

right from your car! Parking lot attendants will be 

available to assist you. We do ask that you   

remain in your vehicle at all times.  
 

Also, the church building will be closed, so there 

will be no restroom facilities available during this 
time. Please join us!  

 DriveDriveDriveDrive----In In In In     

By Tina Davis 

of God 



 

 

 

“Speaking among themselves, they said, ‘Clearly we are being punished                                        
because of what we did to Joseph long ago. We saw his anguish when he pleaded                           

for his life, but we wouldn’t listen. That’s why we’re in this trouble.’  
 ‘Didn’t I tell you not to sin against the boy?’ Reuben asked.                                              

‘But you wouldn’t listen. And now we have to answer for his blood!’” 
 

~ Genesis 42:21-22  
 

People often blame God when bad things happen and feel it’s God’s punishment for sin,  

but this passage from Genesis lets us know that sometimes sin brings its own punishment. 
 

We probably have all heard the story of Joseph and his coat of many colors that his    

brothers were so envious of since they were jealous of their father’s preference for Joseph. 

We know that they sold Joseph but told their father he was dead, and how Joseph wound 

up in Egypt. Now the brothers were in Egypt seeking food because there was a famine      

in Canaan where they were living. Joseph recognized them, but they didn’t have a clue. 
They were still feeling the guilt of having sold their brother and knew that they deserved 

whatever happened to them.  
 

Sin has effects. People who lie aren’t trusted. People who steal find it hard to get a job. 

People who flaunt authority—who feel the rules don’t apply to them—run into problems  

and often find themselves in jail. Many of these people will ask, “Why me? Why is God    

doing this to me?” The answer is obvious to others: God isn’t doing anything to them,    
they have done it to themselves.  

 

The easy answer to avoiding these problems is 
just don’t sin, but we know that that isn’t always 

possible. What we can do is to take responsibility 

for our behavior, recognize our sins, and ask for 

forgiveness, as well as ask for help to avoid sin in 
the future. 
 

Our Prayer: Forgiving Lord, you don’t need to               
punish us as we seem to so a good job of doing 

that ourselves. Help us to recognize our sins. We 

ask you for forgiveness as well as for the strength 

to avoid the situations that lead us to sin.                        
In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

 

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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By Abdallah Khoury 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

I have exercised all my life. It has kept me strong and enabled me to recover from        

illnesses and surgeries I have had. In August of 2013 I was diagnosed with lung cancer.  

I had surgery where the left lower lobe of the lung was removed, but no other treatment 
was necessary. I went home to recover, but as I was not a sedentary person, I was out  

in the front yard doing yard work with my neighboring stating I should not be doing that 

activity so soon. I did find, though, that I would become short of breath quicker and this 

alerted me to doing more to strengthen my lungs. Upon moving to Toms Brook, Virginia, 

I launched a walking-around-town exercise, five days per week. I also signed on with      
a Fitbit program and became involved with my son, daughter, and granddaughter in     

Oregon as a competition. We were always trying to win the week’s competition as to  

who could walk the farthest. Recently, I won the JAPAN BADGE from Fitbit—I walked 

1869 miles, the FULL length of Japan! This is a great achievement for me. I did not know 
such an award existed until the Fitbit program gave it to me.  

In my walks around Toms Brook, I have met some of the friendliest people, plus dogs, 

cats, and wild turkeys (not so friendly). I even have a choir of birds that accompany me 

on each of my trips around town. I have also learned some history about the city. There 
are bears in the vicinity that do come in to raid the backyards, and if garbage is left out   

it will be scattered everywhere. Some folks take in their bird feeders at night to keep 

them from being raided.  

On my walks I have also observed homes being renovated, homes being sold, homes   
being built, improvements in the yards, gardens planted, chicken houses being built. I  

also see folks taking care of the cemetery with the many flowers placed on headstones.  

It is a peaceful place to walk where I read names that are familiar—it is like a history   

lesson. I never throw away egg cartons, but I distribute them to the chicken farmers on 
my route. Sometimes I include the blue 

prayer cloths from TBUMC.  

In my walks I talk to Jesus, try to solve 

problems or just have discussions. 

Sometimes I quote Bible verses. My 
walks and talks with Jesus give me  

great peace, and I know that I never 

walk alone.  

Thank you to everyone for making me 
feel so welcome and a part of the   

community. I hope you all have a   

wonderful summer; we could not be in 

a better place. We all are truly blessed. 

Prayers and Love, LaVon 

Page 5 

TBUMC Family & Friends 

By LaVon Stolt Walking With Jesus 



 

Let’s Celebrate! 
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2 Christina Crawford 

3 Brian Orr 

6 Marcy Bauserman 
6 Wyatt Peterson 

6 Keith Johnson 

6 Heather Grabenstein 

7 Pat Holler 

7 Linda Hudgins 
8 Linda Baker 

8 Kate Sowers 

9 Gerry Funkhouser 

9 Mike Fleming 
10 Gary Kronk 

10 Natalee Peterson 

11 Fuzzy Neal 

12 Dee Griffey 
12 Tony Davis 

12 Linda Delano 

12 Priscilla West 

13 Ronnie Funk 
14 Janet Batten 

16 Rich Church 

August Birthdays  
17 Alexis Keller 

18 Eva Keller 

18 Wayne Stickley 
20 Doretta Kern 

21 Sandi Crabill 

21 Kim Peterson 

23 Shirley Keller 
24 Lavon Stolt   

27 Don Griffey 

27 Dennis Rush 

28 Eli J. Bullard 
28 Isaac Sager 

29 Braydon Wetzel 
 

Anniversaries 
2 J.W. & Diana Bauserman 
6 Mil & Dianna Wallen 

12 Tony & Tina Davis 

13 Steve & Debbie Grant 

16 Charles & Kitra French, Jr. 
18 Leo & Gloria Ryman 

19 David & Mary Fay 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

OUR SINCERE THANKS     
to everyone for your faithful   

and continued giving. During 

these “different” times, you 
may wish to give in different 

ways. You can simply bring 

your gifts to our drive-in     

services. If you are unable to   
attend, you may drop them in 

the mail at TBUMC, PO Box 

99, Toms Brook, VA 22660. 

You may also give via PayPal 
at tomsbrookumc.net.  
 

**PLEASE DO NOT leave your 

offerings in the Prayer Box at 

the end of the church office 

ramp. This is NOT a secure  
location and is only used for 

receiving prayer requests.  

TBUMC  

Prayer Bears are still available for delivery to that special someone 
you know. Contact Alice Holden at aliceholden62@gmail.com or   
459-9640 if you are interested in having one sent out. 
 

TBUMC 2020 Directories are still available for pick up in the         
entryway to the main church. Please advise the church office of any changes or  
corrections at tbumc@shentel.net or 436-9312. 
 

Daily Devotionals (Daily Bread, Upper Room) are also placed in the church 
entryway as they become available. New editions will be out mid-late August.  
 

Morning Prayer Service continues to meet Monday - Fridays at 7:00 AM at 
the picnic shelter. Please come and join this growing, dedicated group! 
 

A Virtual Charge Conference is in the planning stages for this year. Stay tuned 
for updates on how you can be involved at TBUMC! 



Wow, it has been a while since we could all sing praises together!     

I do so miss that. Alone, I spend time playing the guitar and singing 

familiar songs and working on new ones that catch my attention. 
I picture myself singing with my fellow believers and lifting our voices to Heaven! 
 

One particular favorite that helps keep me focused on our Lord and Savior is “Sing, Sing, 

Sing” by Chris Tomlin. Here are the lyrics: 
 

 

Sing, Sing, Sing    
 

by Chris Tomlin    (CCLI #1849484) 
 

Chorus: 
 

We will sing, sing, sing 

And make music with the heavens; 
We will sing, sing, sing 

Grateful that You hear us.  

When we shout Your praise, 

Lift high the name of Jesus!  
 

What's not to love about You? 

Heaven and Earth adore You 
Kings and kingdoms bow down 

Son of God, You are the one 

You are the one   
 

You are the love that frees us 

You are the light that leads us 

Like a fire burning 
Son of God, You are the one 

You are the one, we're living for (Chorus) 
 

What's not to love about You? 

Heaven and Earth adore You 

Kings and kingdoms bow down 

Son of God, You are the one 
You are the one, we’re living for (Chorus) 
 

Notice the “we” and “us” used with frequency.  Even though necessity separates us, we can 

still be together as we individually sing our songs of praise! Jesus is “the one we are living 
for!” So, play your God-inspired CDs, YouTube, et al, raise your voices and know that we all 

are together in Him and He in us! 
 

Saint Augustine wrote, “A song is a prayer twice done. First with the heart, then with the 

lips.” Lord, I pray that as we listen to You through Your songs of love, encouragement and 

instruction, that we will hear You and feel your mighty presence! 
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By Lee Pugh 

Lift High the Name of Jesus! 



TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 

Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Drive-In Worship in Parking 

Lot by Picnic Shelter 

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m. 

At the Picnic Shelter   

Toms Brook TBUMC on the Net! 

Sermon Podcast 
You can listen to Pastor Stan’s sermons on our 

website tomsbrookumc.net. Just click on the   

latest media link. TBUMC also has a YouTube page 

featuring Q & A’s with Pastor Stan! Just go to the 
website and click on the YouTube link.  

 


