
 

 

 

The coronavirus has dominated the news and is a serious threat to the health and 

lives of all who contract it, especially those with compromised immune systems as 

well as our seniors. Since its effect is worldwide, some have wondered if the end of 

the world has come? The Bible says there will be a great outpouring of God’s wrath 
upon the earth for all its evil, as seen in Revelation 6:7—“When the Lamb broke 

the fourth seal, I heard the fourth living being say, ‘Come!’ I looked up and saw a 

horse whose color was pale green. Its rider was named Death, and his companion 

was the Grave. These two were given authority over one-fourth of the earth, to kill 
with the sword and famine and disease and wild animals.”  
 

Yes, judgement will come, but this is not that. If two billion people died, 

then this would be that. What we now see is what Jesus was asked by His disciples 

in Matthew 24: “His disciples came to him privately and said, ‘Tell us, when will all 

this happen? What sign will signal your return and the end of the world?’” In Luke 
21:8 He replied, “Don’t let anyone mislead you, for many will come in my name, 

claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and saying, ‘The time has come!’ But don’t believe 

them. And when you hear of wars and insurrections, don’t panic. Yes, these things 

must take place first, but the end won’t follow immediately.’ Then he added, 

‘Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
great earthquakes, and there will be famines and plagues in many lands, and there 

will be terrifying things and great miraculous signs from heaven.’” Jesus says for 

me not to panic because He is in ultimate control. This is the Good News. What do 

I do then? I turn the TV off because the constant barrage of coronavirus is a bit 
depressing. Instead, I get my Bible out and read some encouraging verses and 

then I spend some time in prayer. And I do this often, and I hope you will too. 
 

What have we learned today? 
 

 

1) There will be a great judgement of God one day. This is not it. 

2) Jesus said there would be wars, plagues, and persecution. This is what we  

     are seeing. 
3) Jesus says not to panic, for He is with us. 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You   

for helping me understand what’s happening and for encouraging my heart. Help 

me not to be afraid and let me teach others to do the same. In the mighty Name 

of Jesus, amen. 
 

The peace of God be with you, 
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 Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  

Pastor Stan 



 

 

Be Still and KNOW 
As I sit down to write my monthly contribution to The Witness, I admit—I am struggling. 

With so much going on in the world—a pandemic, of all things—and a little anxiety stirring 

within, I am literally waiting on the Lord for His words. What can I say to them, Lord, in the 

midst of so much change to our daily lives, fear of the unknown and questions about what 
we’re going to eat, how we’re going to pay the bills…and where are we EVER going to get 

more toilet paper? 
 

I have a spot in my home that is a haven to me: a soft, fudge-brown sofa in the corner of 

my living room that is draped with multiple colorful afghans. It is surrounded by things that 

bring me joy: family pictures, my ever-growing book collection, my beloved piano and      

numerous thriving houseplants. There is also a big picture window with bird feeders galore 
outside. I sit every morning with the Lord (and my necessary cup of coffee) and reflect on 

my day and what it will bring. Lately, though, my peace has been interrupted by a barrage 

of thoughts and concerns.  
 

This morning I’m trying to read scripture, but the struggle to find peace and the words to 

put on paper is real. I’m also being distracted by the swarm of colorful birds feeding outside 
the window. And this morning, there’s another disturbance in the room that’s even harder to 

ignore. My dog, Harley, is curled up in his spot...on an old couch catty-cornered to mine that 

he has claimed as his own… and IS HE SNORING! I’m always amazed at this dog’s ability to 

sleep through anything; he’s not the least bit afraid of storms…or anything for that matter. 

He is extremely spoiled by yours truly…he’s Mommy’s boy, after all, and he KNOWS it.  
 

I love the way the Lord speaks to me. As with Jesus and His parables, the Lord meets me 
right where I am, never condescending to me, always lifting me up as He instructs. We don’t 

have to attain to some lofty and fluffy (and boring) heights to try and hear from Him...He’s 

ready to talk with us if we would only engage in the conversation.  
 

So, you know what He said? “The reason why Harley is so relaxed, carefree and comfortable 

is because he KNOWS he’s Mommy’s boy. He KNOWS he is taken care of, that nothing will 

harm him because Mommy is right there for him. She feeds him, walks him, takes him to the 
vet, covers him up at night in his little bed...she even cuddles him and talks to him like he’s 

her only ‘child’... remind you of someone?” 

YES! How much more do we NOT, as our Daddy’s precious children, have to worry? Just like    

Harley, we find comfort in KNOWING we are safe and secure in the arms of a loving Father 

who never lets us down. He’s our FATHER, after all, and we are His kids. He will take care  
of us, shielding us from all harm. We can BE STILL and KNOW that He is God. (Psalm 46:10) 

“But thou, O Lord, art a shield for me; my glory 
and the lifter up of mine head. I cried unto the 

Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of His 

holy hill. Selah... I laid me down and slept;                                         

I awakened, for the Lord sustained me.” 
 

~ Psalm 3:3-5 
 

So, grab a pillow and get a few winks...God’s got you    

covered...and fed...and protected...and healed. Amen!             

By Barbara Coverstone 



“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 

Son Jesus, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, 

but have eternal life. For God did not send Jesus into                 

the world to judge the world, but that the world                              

should be saved through Him.” ~ John 3:16-17 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

HAPPY EASTER! Christ is Risen! 
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Have a Blessed Have a Blessed Have a Blessed Have a Blessed     

Easter!Easter!Easter!Easter!    



 

 

 

My cat Rutherford loves to be outdoors. Normally, he is 

outside all day long—off on some adventure—and when 

I call him in the evening, he comes home to eat and 
find a cozy place to sleep at night. But, in December he 

stopped coming home regularly and would be gone for 

days at a time.  
 

I asked neighbors and everyone had a theory, but no 

one had an answer. In January I happened to drive by  

a house at the end of our street and I saw Rutherford 
sleeping on someone else’s porch. After I retrieved him, 

I went to talk to the neighbor, who said my cat had been sticking around his house— 

where they fed him, provided a heated water dish and a garage to sleep in. My cat had 

turned his back on me, and found a more comfortable home! I felt hurt and angry, but       
I was determined to get my cat back. So, every evening after work I would walk through 

the cold, the wind, the snow and the darkness to the end of the street and call my cat, 

sometimes climbing under a car or through brush to grab him and take him home. Talk 

about aggravating! Yet, when I got him home I would feed him “the good stuff”—the fishy 
moist food he loves—as well as give him lots of belly rubs and head massages.   
 

This went on for a few weeks and, much to my surprise, one day when I pulled into the 
driveway after work, Rutherford ran up to me as I got out of the car. My prodigal cat had 

come home on his own! My heart rejoiced—my cat knew once again who loved him and 

where he belonged! 
 

I started thinking about the many years that I was like Rutherford with my relationship  

with God. I was lured away by that heated water dish of life and by my own sense of    

feeling like I knew what was best for me. I wanted to do it   
all my way and God was not the center of my life. But God 

never gave up on me. He continued to pursue me with His  

unfailing love, day after day, no matter what.   
 

Now, as I sit here typing Rutherford’s story, he lays in my lap, 

purring with the contentment of knowing he is home. He 

knows to whom he belongs. I, too, know where I belong.    

I’m a child of God, surrounded by His grace and His glorious 
unfailing love. 
 

“See how very much our Father loves us, for                                

He calls us His children!” ~ 1 John 3:1 NLT 

 

TBUMC Family Testimonies 
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by Kathy Rivers 



 

 

 
 

Romans 12:12 - “Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 

be content in prayer.” 

Psalm 118:5 - “Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the 

Lord answered and set me free.” 
 
 

As we all know our lives can change in the blink of an eye. 

We are reminded from the scriptures all throughout Bible 

history that this is true—there have been many examples of 

this very thing. The one thing that always holds true is that 

God our Heavenly Father will always take care of us. He has 
and will always lead us through. Though our church services 

are on hold for now, the door to Christ is never closed or 

locked or boarded up. To come in, all we need to do is ask.  

My prayer is for all to stay safe and for a quick return back 
to life as we have all come to know it. Let us all bow in 

prayer. Please know you can always count on our Heavenly 

Father. Amen.  
 

In God We Trust, 
 

Bobby Funkhouser 
 

Here is something we can look 

forward to once we are back   
worshipping together: Be sure  

and check out our new TBUMC 
Praise Board located in the 

church’s Narthex. Here you can 

share a short praise about what 
the Lord has done for you or a 

loved one, especially during our 

time of isolation. Many thanks to 

Lee & Deby Pugh who designed 
the board so creatively. Don’t be shy! We need to praise 

Him for all He has done for us! 
 

 

 

“They overcame him (the devil) by the blood of 
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony.”  

 

~ Revelation 12:11 

 

TBUMC NEWS: 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

TBUMC ‘20 DIRECTORY 
The 2020 Directories are 

available for pick up in the 

church office. Please call 

ahead as the office hours 
may vary in the upcoming 

weeks. Thank you!   

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

We also want to thank you 

all for your consistent and  
faithful giving during this 

challenging time. Although 

we haven’t been able to 

gather together for worship, 

please know that your giving 
helps to continue the work of 

God’s ministry at TBUMC. 

Please feel free to send    

your tithes and offerings to 
TBUMC, PO Box 99, Toms 

Brook, VA 22660. You can 

also stop by the office and 

drop it off (please call first) 
or through PayPal by going 

to tomsbrookumc.net and 

clicking on “donate” in the 

top, right hand corner. Your 
giving makes a difference!  

TBUMC Family & Friends 
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Greetings From Your  



 

APRIL Celebrations 
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April Birthdays  
2 Alma Hottle 

2 Martina Hoffman 

3 Charles Mumaw 
3 Sonny Ryman 

4 Sarah Peer 

6 Robert Neff 

9 Becky McClanahan 
12 Cindy Hunter 

13 Harry Lambert 

14 Carolyn Helsley 

16 James Brennan 
17 Ryan Davis 

19 Pat Lambert 

20 John Keller 

21 Rick Sowers 

21 Rebecca French 

21 Nicholas Storey 

23 Laura Rose Bishop  
23 Debbie French 

23 Chelsey Rickard 

24 Elizabeth Keller 

24 Dawson Richardson 
26 Roland Bagnell 

26 Brian Funkhouser 

26 Jessica Ritenour 

27 Joseph Jackson 
28 Danielle Rinker 

30 Betty McCoy 

30 Ben Wallen 

Anniversaries 
10 Glenn & Debbie Keller 

10 Harry & Pat Lambert 

16 Mark & Ellen Prince 

17 Gerry & Brandy Funkhouser 

Please contact the church office for 
any additions or corrections to the 

birthday or anniversary lists. 

Due to the current concerns and restrictions of 

COVID19, local florists will be unable to fill our 

flower orders. BUT we are tentatively making 
plans to instead order flowers for Mother’s Day 

or another event once we are back in regular 

worship in the sanctuary. For those of you who 

placed orders, thank you so much for your    
understanding. We will keep you updated. 

EASTER FLOWERS               
UPDATE: 



 

Touching Lives Through  
 
 
 

The preaching of the Good News about Jesus takes 

on many forms. Social media is an effective way of 

communicating the Gospel message, and the Lord 
has blessed our efforts in doing so. In just over  

four and a half years, the Lord has sent out His 

Word—across the country and around the world— 

from a small church in the Shenandoah Valley!  
 

Every Sunday I publish the sermon manuscript on 

my personal Facebook page so that my 4,945 FB 

friends can view it. This includes friends in countries 
all over the world. Then I download the audio                  

recording of the sermon on the TBUMC website  

tomsbrookumc.net for those with Internet access.   
 

A month and a half ago, Chris Rooney set up a YouTube channel for me called Pastor Stan 

on which we record 8-10 minutes teaching videos on questions that people ask about God, 

Jesus, the church, salvation, and a host of other topics. The Lord has truly made TBUMC a 
global church with a global ministry.  

 

“And Jesus told them, ‘Go into all the world and                                                                   

preach the Good News to everyone!’”                                                     
 

~ Mark 16:15 
 

Following are updated stats on TBUMC’s website: 
 

Total page hits: 225,487 hits 

Sermon page visits: 70,791 visits 

Pastor Stan YouTube Channel:  3,026 total views 

 
 

Praise be to God! I look forward with great anticipation to the 

future the Lord has for us as we continue to the share the 
Good News about the only Savior of the World, Jesus Christ! 
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TBUMC Travels the World! 

Pastor Stan 



TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
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POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 8:45 a.m.                

 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

Toms Brook Here’s a Prayer Bear 

Just for YOU! 


