
Matthew 28:1-9—“Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went out to visit the tomb. Suddenly there 

was a great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled 

aside the stone, and sat on it. His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was 

as white as snow. The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell 

into a dead faint. Then the angel spoke to the women. ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said.  

‘I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen 

from the dead, just as he said it would happen. Come, see where his body was    

lying. And now, go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 

and he is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see him there. Remember what I 

have told you.’ The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were very frightened, 

but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to give the disciples the angel’s 

message. And as they went, Jesus met them and greeted them. And they ran to 

him, grasped his feet, and worshipped him.” 
 

Jesus was crucified and rose from the dead to give each of us a hope that one 

day we would also rise from the dead to live forever. The Apostle Paul wrote, in 

Philippians 3:20—“But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ 

lives. And we are eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior. He will take our 

weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like his own, using the 

same power with which he will bring everything under his control.” I look forward 

to Jesus’ return and the changing of my own body that grows older each day into 

a glorious eternal body like Jesus has now, the body that lives forever. This is our 

great hope in Jesus. He is Lord and Savior and our coming King! 
 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for                 

sending Jesus to die for my sins on the cross. Help me live each day as a citizen 

of heaven and a foreigner on this earth. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 

 

The peace of God be with you, 
 

 

 
 

Pastor Stan 
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Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  



 
 

What an exciting time of the year! Life is beginning to bloom through dancing flowers 
and sunny skies. And Easter is fast approaching with its own cast of characters: Colored 
eggs, chocolate bunnies, and candy-filled baskets are in abundance as the sounds of our 
children can be heard and embraced.  
 

But what happens when all of the candy has been eaten and all the bunnies have hopped 
away? Is there still an excitement in the air among us as Christians? Or is it just lost like 
last year’s Easter egg? It’s kind of like a dead plant that has been watered and revived into 
a beautiful flower... Easter, or the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, has revived a dead world 
into life, and this should be cause for a celebration! 
 

♥ Jesus gave His life for you and me -- as a sacrifice for our sins and our sicknesses 

as in Psalm 103 and 1 Peter 2:24.  We are now Jesus’ friends! 
 

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down  

his life for his friends.” ~ John 15:13   
 

♥ The curtian in the temple in Jerusalem was torn in two (Luke 23:44). This 

symbolized that there was no longer a barrier between God and man -- Jesus became 
the way to the Father!    

♥ Jesus didn’t leave us alone. He sent the Holy Spirit to be with us as our Helper. 
  

“If you love me, you will obey my command.  And I will ask  

the Father, and he will give you another Counselor  

to be with you forever—the Spirit of Truth.  ~ John 14:15-17 
 

♥ Jesus gave us a new command. He commanded us to LOVE.  
 

      “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so 
must you love one another.  By this all men will know that  

you are my disciples, if you love one another.” ~ John 13:34-35 
 

♥ LOVE is LIFE!  The Holy Spirit comes and brings life to our hearts as we accept Jesus’ 

love and love one another as He loved us!  
 

So, how do we keep this Easter Spirit of Love alive? Always find ways to show God’s 
love to others. It will bring life to a burdened soul and beauty to a once-dead flower! 
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By Barbara Coverstone 
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TBUMC Friends & Family 

Lenten Suppers Continue 
Wednesdays During Lent at 6:15 PM 
 

 

We have been enjoying our Lenten Suppers during the season 
of Lent. We have two more scheduled for April before we enter 
Holy Week. Come on out on Wednesdays at 6:15 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall for a nice meal and program. Many thanks to our 
various TEAMS from the congregation who have been organizing 
each supper/program. Along with the evening activities will be an     
opportunity for you to support a ministry or organization of the 
TEAM’s choice. You don’t want to miss these last two suppers 
plus our Community Dinner on April 18.  
 

April 3 - Team Robert & Debbie Funkhouser will prepare 
the meal, with monetary donations going to the Picnic Shelter 

(the Margaret Hottle Family Use Area).  
 

April 10 - Team Kronk/Kern will prepare our meal. Monetary 
donations will go to Young Life in Strasburg.  
 

April 18 - Please join us for our monthly Community Dinner at 6:00 PM for a great 
time of good food and fellowship with our friends and neighbors of the community. The 
meal will be followed by our Maundy Thursday service in the sanctuary at 7:00 PM. 
 
 

                 Easter Day Presentation  
 

Come see the Sunday School children decorate 

our sanctuary tree with Symbols of Easter 

on Easter Sunday, April 21 at both services.               

As the various symbols are hung, there will be 

readings explaining their meanings, as well as   

lessons on the “New Beginnings of Spring.”                 

What a special time for our kids! 



Prayer Changes Things!  
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Prayer Changes Things!  What a privilege it is to take each  
other’s burdens to the Lord! TBUMC now has two Prayer Nets—
one in the Fellowship Hall and one in the Narthex—  to which you 
may “cast” your prayer requests.  
 

Just write your need on the paper provided at each net and clip   
it to the net with the clothespins provided. Each week, these     
requests will be taken to the Lord during Sunday services and   
our daily Morning Prayer Services.  
 
And once you cast them, leave them there! Don’t reel ’em 

back in!                      

 

“Cast all your cares on the Lord                                       

for He cares for you!”  ~ 1 Peter 5:7 

 

Come Join Us! All Are Welcome! 

 

 
 

Do you like to sing God’s praises, hear and 

study God’s Word, and watch God’s work 

through prayer? If so, please come join us 

on a weekday morning at 7:00 AM for the 

Morning Prayer Service in the sanctuary.  

This small group continues to grow—not 

only in numbers but also in the love and  

fellowship with one another, so there is 

room for YOU! Start off your day and pray! 



Testimonies From Our   
 
 

 

 
 

       “Let all that you do be done in love”                                      
 

~ 1 Corinthians 16:14 
 

Do you know of someone who is not feeling well or perhaps has 
a health issue—or perhaps someone who just needs to feel God’s 
love?  If so, as you leave the Sanctuary on Sundays, please take 
a stuffed animal with you and brighten someone’s day! 
 

Testimonies from some who have received a Prayer Bear: 
 

From a gentleman in Florida recovering from cancer treatments:  “The Bear                 
will be a reminder of God’s love from all of you to us.” 
 

From a gentleman in PA who receives dialysis three times a week:  “My Prayer 
Bear stays with me and is a constant reminder that I am not alone during my treatments.” 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

From a woman recovering from severe burns: She keeps her Bear on her bedside  
table with her daily devotional. 
 

From a couple from our church: They met an upset woman at the hospital whose     
father was quite ill. The second time their paths crossed, they presented her with a Prayer 
Bear for her father. They feel certain that it brought some peace to her personally, as well 
as knowing the comfort it will give to her father.  
 

Once again, we sincerely thank all of you who have been so generous by purchasing Bears 
for this ministry of our church. May God Bless You! (If you have a story to share, please 
contact the Church Office.) TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 
 

Prayer Changes Us! 
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Sunday, May 5th @ 4:00 PM 
 

Toms Brook United Methodist Church 
 
Come join us for an old-fashioned hymn sing! 

All your favorites... straight from the hymnal. 
 

The “Velvet Bass” Ken Hoffman will open the afternoon with a favorite 
hymn. The Master’s Choir will sing a rousing anthem and provide back-up 
as Marcy Bauserman tickles the ivories. Pastor Stan will close the program 
with a special hymn and guitar accompaniment. Otherwise, it’s up to you!  
A free will offering will also be taken. After you’ve worked up an appetite, 
come to the Fellowship Hall where there will be hot dogs and food to     
purchase.    
 

All proceeds will go to Relay For Life. Come make a joyful noise and                 
help fight cancer!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We’re Blessed to Be a Blessing  

Page 6 

 

 

 

Our Hearts & Hands Women’s Ministry continues to collect items 
for two worthy causes: Men’s, women’s and children’s SHOES of 
all sizes and colors are being collected  for 10,000 Villages in 
Harrisonburg for the people of Kenya. (PLEASE, only shoes that 
can withstand a lot of walking and rough ground; flip-flops really 
aren’t suitable.)  
 

Also, we are collecting new or like-new BRAS of all sizes and             
colors for New Creation out of Harrisonburg that ministers to 
recovering victims of human trafficking. There is a receptacle    
located in the narthex for shoes; please put bras in a plastic bag 
and place in this same bin.                
 

Thank you...you ARE making a difference in these lives! 

Shoe and Bra Collection Continues 



Hymn Highlights  
 

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
by Robert Robinson (1735 – 1790) 

 

Robert Robinson was a very young boy when his father died.    
Robert went to London to work for a hair dresser at the age of   
14. There he fell in with the wrong crowd. One Sunday, his 
friends and he went to see an old woman who told fortunes.  
She told Robert that he would live to see his children and   
grandchildren. This prophecy sobered him with the thought of 
the responsibilities of life. Not long after this, he heard George 
Whitefield preach on, “The Wrath to Come.” 
 

When Robert was 20, he heard John Wesley preach and came  
to the “fount of every blessing” with the prayer, “Here’s my 
heart, O take and seal it.” Soon after he entered the ministry, 
beginning his work in a chapel at Mildenhall in Suffolk. 
 

Two years later, while pastoring in Norwich, the memory of his 
conversion brought him such joy that he wrote, “Come thou 
fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing Thy grace.”         
It was published the following year in Norfolk. 

Let’s Make a Joyful Noise!  
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By Marcy Bauserman 

Lebanon-St. Stephen Community Choir’s                                      
36th Annual Easter Concerts 

 

 

The Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir will be      
presenting its Annual Easter Concerts again this year. The 
LSCC consists of volunteer members from over 20 churches 
within the county and is directed by TBUMC’s own Marcy 

Bauserman. Come and enjoy an evening of praise to our  
Risen Savior! April dates are as follows: 
 

April 6 Middletown Presbyterian Church - 7:00 PM                        

April 7 Mt. Hope Presbyterian Church - 7:00 PM                         

April 13 Walnut Springs Christian Church - 7:00 PM  

April 14 Toms Brook United Methodist Church - 7:00 PM*  

 

*For the TBUMC concert, the congregation is asked to                 

please provide finger foods and desserts for a time of      

refreshments and  fellowship  after the concert. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, April 14 - Palm Sunday 

Lebanon-St. Stephens Community Choir 

Easter Concert at 7:00 PM 

Monday - Friday, April 15 - 19 

Morning Prayer Service at 7:00 AM 

Thursday, April 18 

TBUMC Community Dinner at 6:00 PM 

Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 PM 

Good Friday, April 19 

Prayer & Meditation in Sanctuary, 12 NOON—6:00 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 21 

Son Rise Service at 6:30 AM, Breakfast at 7:15 AM 

Worship Service/Children’s Presentation at 8:30 AM 

Adult & Children’s Sunday School at 9:45 AM 

Worship Service/Children’s Presentation at 11:00 AM 

 

TBUMC Holy Week Schedule  
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TBUMC Holy Week Schedule  
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The TBUMC sanctuary will be open on Good 

Friday, April 19 from 12 NOON - 6:00 PM 

for anyone who would like to come and spend 

some quiet time with the Lord. Soft meditative 

music will be playing and a time of reverence 

will be observed. Each visitor to the sanctuary 

will be given a small wooden cross and a tract 

based on the book, “Six Hours One Friday” by 

Max Lucado.      

Good Friday Prayer & Meditation 

And Then Came Sunday… 

Jesus Christ the Lord is Risen! 

Let Us Celebrate His Victory Over Sin 

and the Grave, and Our Victory in Him! 



 

Lay Ministry for APRIL  
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April Birthdays/Anniversaries 

Birthdays 
2    Alma Hottle 
2    Martina Hoffman 
3    Harriett Burr 
3    Charles Mumaw 
4    Sarah Peer 
6    Robert Neff 
8    Catherine King 
9    Derek Buckley 
9    Becky McClanahan 
11  Stacey Breeden 
11  Bobbie Webster 
12  Cindy Hunter 

13    Ellis Hottle 
13    Harry Lambert 
14    Carolyn Helsley 
16    James Brennan 
17    Ryan Davis 
18    Lindsay K. Minnick 
19    Pat Lambert 
20    John Keller 
21    Rick Sowers 
21    Rebecca French 
21    Nicholas Storey 
23    Laura Rose Bishop 
23    Debbie French 

8:30 AM Worship  11:00 AM Worship 

 

S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   

April Coordinator:  Diana Bauserman  465-8199 

 

April 7—Connie Cockrell/Marcy Bauserman                                             

April 14—Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman 

April 21—EASTER   

April 28—Sharon Keller/ Marcy Bauserman  

Inside                  

Greeters:  

 
Shelba Funk 

 
  Every Person a Greeter 

Acolyte: (8:30) 

Music: (11:00) 

Mike Cockrell (14) 

Natalee Peterson (7, 21, 28) 

 
 

  Abide 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

 

  Fred Frenzel-HU 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

Kim Peterson 
 

Jimmy Peterson 

  Debbie Buckley 

  Michaela Henry 

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff   Deby Pugh 

Communion 
Stewards: 

  Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Bobby Funkhouser—Servers 

  Cindy Frenzel—Set-up 

  Pastor Stan Thompson,  

  Abdallah John Khoury—Servers   

23    Chelsey Rickard 
24    Elizabeth Keller 
24    Dawson Richardson 
26    Roland Bagnell 
26    Brian Funkhouser 
26    Jessica Ritenour 
27    Joseph Jackson 
28    Danielle Rinker 
30    Betty McCoy 
30    Ben Wallen  
Anniversaries 
10   Glenn & Debbie Keller 
10    Harry & Pat Lambert 
12    Larry & Sandi Crabill 
16    Mark & Ellen Prince 
17    Gerry & Brandy Funkhouser 



MISSIONS TRIP to Amelia   
Wednesday—Sunday, May 1 - 5 
 

A missions trip is being planned by Pastor Stan  
for May 1-5 to Amelia County at Pastor Linda 

Hudgins’ three churches. The trip will include 
helping older church members with home repairs, 
painting, yard clean-up, neighborhood outreach, 
special one-on-one ministry, and revival/worship 
services each evening. For more information on 
how you can help or be involved, please contact 
Linda Baker at 335-3640. If you would like to help support this mission trip financially, 
please indicate on your envelope or check “Amelia Mission Trip” and place in the church  
offering or mail to TBUMC, PO Box 99, Toms Brook, VA 22660. Thank you! 

 
BASKET CLASS Coming on May 17 
Mark your calendars now and plan to attend the Relay for Life 
Basket Class on Friday, May 17 in the evening (time TBA). 
The class will be held at Virginia Stultz’ shop at 944 Moose Road 
in Woodstock. There will be several baskets ranging in size and 
price from which you may choose. Please watch the church  
bulletin for more information. As we get closer, signup sheets 
will be posted on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you need 
more information, please contact Cindy Hunter at 459-2266 or 
by email at cfsoltis@shentel.net. We look forward to seeing you 
there!  

 
 

SENIOR MOMENTS Luncheon 
Friday, May 17 at 11:00 AM 
 

In the TBUMC Fellowship Hall 
 

Come share lunch with your friends followed by some 
awesome entertainment at the Senior Moments 

Luncheon on May 17 at 11:00 AM. Details to follow 
in the May newsletter, but mark your calendars now!   
Church members 65+ and friends of the church are 
FREE. Senior guests 65+ are invited for a nominal cost 
of $5.00. Plan now to join us! 
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Upcoming MAY News:  



 
 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The Witness 
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 

United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

Toms Brook Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website. Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 


