
 Greetings My Friends in the Name of the Lord!  
 

Matthew 28:1— “Early on Sunday morning, as the new day was dawning, Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary went out to visit the tomb.  Suddenly there was a 

great earthquake! For an angel of the Lord came down from heaven, rolled aside 

the stone, and sat on it.  His face shone like lightning, and his clothing was as 

white as snow. The guards shook with fear when they saw him, and they fell into 

a dead faint.  Then the angel spoke to the women: ‘Don’t be afraid!’ he said.      

‘I know you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified.  He isn’t here! He is risen 

from the dead, just as He said would happen. Come, see where his body was  

lying. And now, go quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the dead, 

and He is going ahead of you to Galilee. You will see Him there. Remember  

what I have told you.’  The women ran quickly from the tomb. They were very 

frightened, but also filled with great joy, and they rushed to give the disciples 

the angel’s message. And as they went, Jesus met them and greeted them. And 

they ran to Him, grasped His feet, and worshiped Him.” 

Jesus was crucified and rose from the dead to give each of us a hope that one 

day we would also rise from the dead to live forever. The Apostle Paul wrote, in 

Philippians 3:20—“But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ 

lives. And we are eagerly waiting for Him to return as our Savior. He will take  

our weak mortal bodies and change them into glorious bodies like His own, using 

the same power with which He will bring everything under His control.”  I look 

forward to Jesus’ return and the changing of my own body that grows older each 

day into a glorious eternal body like Jesus has now, the body that lives forever. 

This is our great hope in Jesus. He is Lord and Savior and our coming King! 

Let us pray, “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. Thank You for  

sending Jesus to die for my sins on the cross. Help me live each day as a citizen 

of heaven and a foreigner on this earth. In the mighty Name of Jesus, amen.” 

The peace of God be with you, 

 

 

Pastor Stan 

    The WitnessThe WitnessThe WitnessThe Witness    
A PUBLICATION OF TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH/APRIL ’18 

 

Pastor StanPastor StanPastor StanPastor Stan    



By Barbara Coverstone True Grit 
There is something special about those old familiar hymns from years past. They are filled with 
promises of victory for the defeated, freedom for the lost, or true friendship to the lonely. These 
timeless songs help to create, for some, the happiest and most vivid of memories for a generation 
that is soon to be forgotten: The elderly.  
 

As my husband and I gather each week at a local nursing home to offer spiritual counsel and    
encouraging words, I can truly say there is no greater joy than strolling down memory lane with 
this special group of people. Some of them recall stories of childhood escapades and the mercy of 
God in overdrive! Others testify about the faithfulness of God through many wonderful years with 
a loving spouse. Still others can only offer silent memories reflected through wide grins or misty 
eyes. But most all of them experience that special moment of light that pierces through this often 
dark time in life that some in society would label as the bane of old age.  
 

Throughout my 53 years, I have always had a fondness for the elderly. Even as a child, if I had a 
choice of spending time with kids my own age or those from generations past, I gravitated to the 
latter, basking in their stories that were flavored with wisdom and whimsy. We live in a society, 
however, that tends to gravitate in the opposite direction, placing a “return to sender” toe-tag on 
the elderly with the message that there is no greater tragedy in life than getting old. Sleek models 
and high-profile celebrities with millions of dollars spent on looking and feeling younger send a  
blatant message to our younger generation: Never, NEVER get old.   
 

No, the tragedy is the attempt to overlook — and even neglect — a whole generation that has 
faced true hardship head on with hard work and true grit. God’s Word is full of wise counsel      
regarding the aged, even promising a long and productive life to those who follow its instruction: 

“He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of 
the Almighty...With long life I will satisfy him, and show him My salvation.” 

~ Psalm 91:1, 16 

“The righteous will flourish like a palm tree...they will still bear fruit in old age, they 
will stay fresh and green...”  ~ Psalm 92:12, 14 

 

I applaud the members of TBUMC who form the Nursing Home Outreach Ministry (featured in this 
issue), as well as the many family members and caregivers across the nation who take a devoted 
interest in this wonderful and inspiring group of people. It was Jesus’ devotion and compassion 
that raised the old widow’s son from the dead (Luke 7:11-17), and it is our responsibility as God’s 
people to care for and honor our elders (James 1:27, Exodus 20:12). Like those ageless old 
hymns, our elderly are true heroes... of true grit.  
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The Memorials Committee asks that if your family has any undesignated             
memorial funds that you would like to apply towards a project here at TBUMC 

— or if you are not sure whether the funds were designated — please call  
Barbara in the church office. Anytime a memorial gift is given to the church in 
memory of your loved one, undesignated to a particular fund, you may choose 
a project within the church to allocate those funds. It is a beautiful way to find 

comfort and leave a lasting legacy through the generous gifts of others! 



Nursing Home Outreach Ministry  
 

This month, we are highlighting a special group of volunteers who help to make 
a huge difference in the lives of many in our elderly community...thanks to all  
in our Nursing Home Outreach Ministry! Read their awesome testimonials: 
 

“For about 30 years a group from our church has been providing a devotional   
service on the first Tuesday of each month at the Skyline Terrace Nursing 
Home. The social director and available staff help residents to come out to a central location.   
The service starts with group singing. It is a joy to hear many of the residents join in singing          
familiar songs and request favorites. An inspirational message is provided by the minister or a 
church member followed by communion. Over the years different members have come to help 
with singing and musical  accompaniment. Everyone who participates goes away knowing God      
was there.”  ~ Gloria Ryman  

“The Pine Meadows ministry provides monthly worship for the nursing home residents which     
includes singing of favorite hymns, a short devotion and communion. In addition to spiritual            
nurturing, residents also have an opportunity for social interaction with others in the facility and 
with those of us who serve. Many warm friendships have developed as a result of this ministry, 
and we hope that we are as much of a blessing to them as they are to us!” ~ Linda Delano 

“It’s hard to believe that I have been a part of the Nursing Home Ministries for six years. Wow, 
God is so good. God has blessed me and those with me in sharing the gift of music, God’s Word, 
the Observance of the Lord’s Supper and even a few good, clean jokes and stories. Singing the old 
hymns to and with the residents of Pine Meadows has always been good for my soul, but most 
of all helps me to give back to seniors and the community.” ~ Jeff Delano  

“Paul (Wieber) and I go to Consulate to worship with those who cannot go out to church. Paul 
brings the Word, and I play the guitar and try to make a joyful noise. What a blessing to share 
with these folks! Pure joy! We bring His love and leave with much more! ‘This is my story, this is 
my song. Praising my Savior all the day long!’” ~ Lee Pugh  

TBUMC currently visits these three Nursing Homes, but there are MANY more in the area, as well 
as assisted living and memory care facilities. If you would like to help in this ministry area, please 
see one of these volunteers or Pastor Stan. You will be blessed as you are a blessing! 
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TBUMC Ministry Spotlight 

“Senior Moments” April Luncheon CANCELLED 
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.”                   

~ Ecclesiastes 3:1  
“As most of you know, my Dad recently took a fall which resulted in some major bumps and 

bruises. Thankfully, there were no broken bones, however he will initially need continuous care 

in order to return to his own home. To that end, “Senior Moments” will take a temporary hiatus, 

and the April luncheon will be rescheduled. It is an activity that is near and dear to my heart, 

and I am hopeful that this will be a very small bump in the road and that all of you who                      

participate will return. God is faithful, and I am sure that He will continue to smile upon us all!”  

Linda Delano, Senior Moments Coordinator 



Let’s Bless The Children! Hearts & Hands Women’s 

Ministry will meet on Tuesday, April 17 at 7:00 PM. They   
will be hosting The Shenandoah Chapter of Project Linus 
with Coordinator Rebecca Doroshenk. Project Linus is a network  
of dedicated individuals who make homemade blankets for many     
children in need, and we are excited to lend a hand! Project Linus 
Shenandoah serves hospitals and child-related agencies located in 
Shenandoah County. All those wishing to help make blankets are 
invited and encouraged to come. No sewing skills are needed. 
All scissors will be provided. There will be a sign-up sheet on the 
upstairs bulletin board; please sign-up so we can know how much 
material to have on hand. Just come as you are and join with the 
other ladies of the church as we help to make a difference in the 
lives of these children!  
 

Other H&H News: In February, H&H delivered 10 large bags 
containing 33 pairs of shoes and boots to “Ten Thousand Villages” 
to be shipped to Kenya. It is estimated that over 100 pairs of 
shoes have been delivered since we started last year. It’s a warm 
feeling knowing we have helped so many ladies in Kenya! Many 
thanks to everyone who has contributed...good job! Keep those 
shoes coming as you replace the ones that you no longer need!  

 

    
 
 
 
 

   Tuesday, April 24 at 6:30 PM 
      Dayton United Methodist  
 
 

Join area UM men for a great evening of fellowship, connecting 
with men from all over the Harrisonburg District! Our Guest 
Speaker will be District Superintendent Tommy Herndon. 
Dinner will be served for $14.00. To request your tickets by 
April 17th, contact Mike Earman at 540-298-8886 or simply  
mail payment to Mike Earman, 2969 Scenic Rd, Elkton, VA 22827. 
Check the church bulletin board for more info or please contact 
Jeff Delano at 459-4197. 
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Exciting Church Life at TBUMC! 

Women’s Ministry  
Hearts & Hands  

Harrisonburg District 
UM Men’s Spring Rally 

& Dinner 

Teen Challenge  
At TBUMC! 

 
 
 
 

Members of Teen Challenge 
will be ministering Sunday, 
April 22 at the 11:00 AM 
service. This amazing group 
will offer music, skits and 
powerful testimonies about 
how they are healing from 
lives of substance abuse 
through this program. Lunch 
will be provided after the   
service, so come out and 
meet this courageous group! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Many Thanks to all who 
contributed to the “Birthday 
for Jesus” fundraiser at 
Christmas for The Gideons 
International. Many Bibles 
were placed around the world 
because of your giving!   
They are now placing God’s 
Word in 201 countries in 107  
different languages. A Bible 
still costs only $5.00 and the 
average New Testament, 
$1.25. Your generous giving 
helps spread the Good News! 
If you would like to donate, 
you can write a check to 
TBUMC with “Gideons” in the 
memo line. If you have any 
questions, please contact Jeff 
Delano or our church Gideon 
representative, Hal Morrison.  



Exciting Church Life at TBUMC! 

Virginia Annual Conference 2018                            
“Servant Leaders Making a Difference”  

 

June 15-17, 2018                           
at Hampton Roads                     
Convention Center  

 

TBUMC will be collecting and sending 
Hygiene and School Kits again this 
year to the Annual Conference. Please 
watch for more details on materials 
needed and instructions for assembly 
in upcoming bulletins. 

“Each of you should use whatever gi� you have received to serve     

others as faithful stewards of God’s grace and in its various forms.”                         

~ 1 Peter 4:10  
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TOMS BROOK UMC’s 
 

 

“Devote yourselves to prayer with an alert mind and                                  
a thankful heart.” ~ Colossians 4:2 

Cal and I started to attend Toms Brooks UMC in the fall of last year 
and became members the first of this year. We decided to attend a 
Morning Prayer Service—we had no idea what a blessing awaited us! 
As we all know, as Christians, one of the most powerful resources is 
communion with God through prayer. 
 

A Typical Morning Prayer Service:  When we arrive at the church 
each morning (M-F) at 7:00 AM, we begin by singing God’s praises. 
Scripture is then read and discussed (currently we are in the book  
of Mark), and Pastor Stan gives his insights. We then offer names  
of those in need of prayer, as well as, of course, any unspoken  
requests that we may have. Soft music is played in the background 
for about 20 minutes as we spend time in prayer alone with the 
Lord. (It is important to note that if you just want to come and feel 
God’s presence, hear His word and pray, that is perfectly fine—you 
don’t have to say a word the entire hour, if you so choose!) We end 
the hour by all joining hands and close with a final prayer. 
 

When you begin your day in the Lord’s House, you will find yourself 
filled with calm and joy all day long. We encourage you to stop in 
one morning—you will be glad you did! TO GOD BE THE GLORY!!  
 

By Alice Holden 

Morning Prayer Service 
Lenten Supper  

TOTALS 

 
 
 
What a great time we had 
during the Lenten Season, 
with members of the church 
and community gathering 
together to fellowship 
around good food and a 
great cause! Because of the  
tremendous kindness of 
everyone, we were able to 
send generous donations to 
the non-profits represented 
at the suppers. Look at the 
following totals: 
 

Ash Wed – 70 Attendance - 
$255 to New Creation 
 

Feb 21 – 50 Attendance - 
$265 to Abundant Life     
Mission Church 
 

Feb 28 – 60 Attendance - 
$297 to Response 
 

March 7 – 65 Attendance - 
$367 to Teen Challenge 
 

March 14 – 60 Attendance 
- $344 to Shenandoah 
County Pregnancy Center 
 

March 21 – Unfortunately, 
our time was cancelled due 
to the weather – you can 
still give to the Kingsway 
Prison Outreach! Write 
checks to TBUMC with a   
notation in memo line, and 
we will be sure they get it! 
 
 
 

 



S.S. Devotional Leaders/Pianists:   
 

Coordinator:  Diana Bauserman: 465-8199 

April 1—EASTER                                                

April 8—Connie Cockrell/Marcy Bauserman 

April 15—Cindy Hunter/Marcy Bauserman       

April 22—Stan Maynard/Marcy Bauserman 

April 29—Sharon Keller/Marcy Bauserman 

Inside Greeters:  Larry and Jenny Holler    Tony and Tina Davis 

Acolyte: Mike Cockrell (1, 15)                                                       

Natalee Peterson (8,22, 29) 

           _____________ 

Ushers:  Robert Neff-HU           

Larry Holler      Shelba Funk 

Sonny Holler 

   Fred Frenzel 

      

Visual Creation: 

Run Visuals: 

J.J. Funkhouser 
 

Brian Funkhouser 

   Debbie Buckley  

   Peyton McCarthy 

Sound Board:    Doug Midkiff    Sharon McCarthy  

Communion:    Diana Bauserman—Set-up 

   Dr. Stan Thompson,  

   Bobby Funkhouser—Server 

   Tina Davis—Set-up 

   Dr. Stan Thompson, 

   Paul Wieber—Server    

Traditional Worship - 8:30 AM 

Lay Ministry for April 
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“ I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who 

has given me strength to do His work.                        

He considered me trustworthy and                   

appointed me to serve Him.”      

~ 1 Timothy 1:12 NLT 

Modern Worship - 11:00 AM 

Sermon Podcast 
 

You can listen to Pastor Stan Thompson’s         
sermons on our website.  Just go to: 

http://www.tomsbrookumc.net/                          
and click on the latest media link. 

Note: This list will be posted on the church bulletin board. Please find a substitute if you are unable to serve 
on your scheduled Sunday. Devotion leaders should contact the coordinator at the number provided. 

 

“I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

I will tell of all Your marvelous works!”  

~ Psalm 9:1 



26 Brian Funkhouser 

26 Jessica Ritenour 

27 Joseph Jackson 

28 Danielle Rinker 

30 Betty McCoy 

30 Ben Wallen 

30 Jimmy Maddox 

Anniversaries 
10 Glenn & Debbie Keller 

10 Harry & Pat Lambert 

12 Larry & Sandi Crabill 

16 Mark & Ellen Prince 

17 Gerry & Brandy Funkhouser 

 

Check Out The Community Corner!  
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2 Alma Hottle 

2 Martina Hoffman 

3 Harriett Burr 

3 Charles Mumaw 

4 Sarah Peer 

6 Robert Neff 

8 Catherine King 

9 Derek Buckley 

9 Becky McClanahan 

11 Stacey Breeden 

11 Bobbie Webster 

12 Cindy Hunter 

13 Ellis Hottle 

13 Harry Lambert 

14 Carolyn Helsley 

16 James Brennan 

17 Ryan Davis 

18 Lindsay Kern Minnick 

19 Pat Lambert 

20 John Keller 

21 Rick Sowers 

21 Rebecca French 

21 Nicholas Storey 

23 Laura Rose Bishop  

23 Debbie French 

23 Chelsey Rickard 

24 Elizabeth Keller 

24 Dawson Richardson 

25 Paul Wieber 

26 Roland Bagnell 

Please contact the church  office for  any additions 
or corrections to the birthday or anniversary lists. April Birthdays 

Holy Yoga Experience  
Saturday, April 7 - New Hope Bible Church, Front Royal 
9:00 AM-1:00 PM     Cost: $15     To Register: www.holyyoga.net/hyexperience/  
 

“I was introduced to the concept of Holy Yoga about five years ago. Immediately, I felt a nudge, 
but I let myself get in the way and stay on the fringes of my life. Eventually, I found a Holy Yoga 
class in Winchester and the nudge got stronger until I heard it loud and clear: I was being called 
to become an instructor. 
 

It has been amazing journey ever since. Holy Yoga is a great way to experience the love of God, 
the grace of Jesus, and the power of the Holy Spirit through the Word, worship and wellness. 
While I no longer teach regularly, I’ve been blessed to join together with other local Holy Yoga  
instructors to put on workshops and themed series. 
 

This month, Holy Yoga will be going into 27 communities throughout the U.S. to host the Holy  
Yoga Experience, a half-day event full of worship, Bible study, instruction, fellowship, and yoga! 
This is a great way to learn more about Holy Yoga and have a fantastic time in the process. I  
hope you will join me!” ~ Becky Stickley of TBUMC      

 

Spiritual Gifts and Lay Leadership Development Workshop 
Saturday, April 28 - Strasburg United Methodist Church  - Deadline to Register is April 16 
9:00 AM-3:00 PM (Registration starts at 8:30 AM)   
Cost: $15 per person for lunch, snacks and materials 
To Register: See TBUMC bulletin board for details or email:  sumc@shentel.net 
 

Hosted by the Harrisonburg District and Strasburg UMC, this class is designed to assist pastors  
and laity in understanding the responsibility of the Lay Leadership Committee and the role of   
spiritual gifts in the congregation. It will also give laity and clergy the tools they need to empower 
church volunteers. SPRC, lay leaders and anyone interested in spiritual gifts are also invited! 



 

TOMS BROOK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
    

The WitnessThe WitnessThe WitnessThe Witness    
 

P.O. Box 99 
Toms Brook, VA  22660 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                 

POSTMASTER: RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
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United Methodist 
Church 

3263 N. Main St. 
P.O. Box 99,  

Toms Brook, VA 22660 
 

Office Phone: 540-436-9312 
Email: tbumc@shentel.net 

Web: tomsbrookumc.net 

 

Pastor Stan Thompson 

Cell: 540-230-1897         

Email: stantherock@hotmail.com 

 

*** 

 ~ Sunday Worship Schedule ~ 

Traditional Worship: 8:30 a.m. 

Life Application Classes                          

& Sunday School 9:45 a.m.               

Modern Worship: 11:00 a.m. 
 

~Monday thru Friday~ 

   Morning Prayer Service: 7 a.m.   

             

 Toms Brook  Save The Dates! 
Sunday, June 10—Dayton UMC 

2:00—5:00 PM 
Farewell Reception for:                                             

District Superintendent Tommy Herndon 
District Program Director Glen Langston 

And Their Families 
 

Sunday, July 15—Dayton UMC 
2:00—5:00 PM 

Welcome Reception for: 
NEW District Superintendent Victor Gomez  

And His Family  
 

More Details to Follow! 

 

May Newsletter Articles Due April 16 


