
The entirety of our Bible is an account of the love story 

that God has for us—His creation.   The Garden of 

Eden was a perfect place where man and woman were 

to trust God and live with him indefinitely.  Most of us 

have heard the story.  Adam and Eve veered off 

course, decided to trust their own judgement instead 

of God’s and thus the fall and the beginning of the sto-

ry of redemption that was finally fulfilled in Jesus.   

 

God’s intent has been and continues to be that we will 

live forever with him.  Where we find ourselves now is 

between two gardens where man lives in total harmo-

ny with God:  the one is Genesis and the one in Reve-

lation.  However, we also find ourselves living in two 

worlds now—the physical world that is sometimes so 

wonderful and sometimes so overwhelming, and the 

spiritual world that calls us home.   

 

Many of us have probably heard the drill: “Fasten your 

safety belts and turn off all electronic devices.” Easing 

from the terminal, American Airlines flight 837 taxied 

leisurely towards the runway, jockeying for position.  A 

halting stop and we waited our turn with other mem-

bers of the winged species— Delta, United, South-

west.  At last, were going home. 

 

Sprinting down the runway, the lumbering piece of 

riveted sheet metal nosed the air and mounted with 

wings as an eagle.  Whining auxiliary motors tucked 

landing gears into the belly of the craft with a metallic 

thud.  Airborne and going home. 

 

Home is very real.  For some, the old home place may 

have given way long ago and members of the family 

buried, but memories keep it alive.  For others, having 

been sent out of town on matters of business for a few 

days, yet the thoughts are of going home. 

 

The Bible says a lot about going home as well. 

 

• Jacob, many years after his deception of Isaac and 

with wives and children in tow, began the journey 

to face Esau.  There was apprehension…but he 

was going home. 
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• The Israelites—many hundred thousand strong—

exited Egypt with great anticipation—following Mo-

ses’ leadership—going home. 

 

• Edging his way through cornrows and scrambling 

over stone fences, what must the prodigal have 

thought nearing his father’s house—going home. 

 

• Pain in every nerve ending and uttering in finality, 

“It is finished,” Jesus’ last reflection was, “Father, 

into thy hands I commit my spirit.”  I’m coming 

home. 

 

Years ago, I was visiting with a friend who was preparing 

to move from a city to a much smaller community.  One 

day she expressed concerns to her father about being 

able to adjust.  He thought for a moment and then re-

sponded, “You will find that people are really the same 

everywhere.  Strengths and weaknesses of human be-

ings are not limited to metropolitan and rural areas.  

However, in rural, smaller towns, the weaknesses seem 

greater because you are with the same people all the 

time:  shopping, at school and church functions, athletic 

events, and even social gatherings.   

 

“There are three ways to live in this situation:  1) Be to-

tally consumed.  Find out who is feuding with whom and 

pick sides and enter into the conflicts.  2)  Be totally elu-

sive.  Keep everyone at a distance. Don’t get close to 

anyone.  3)  Live in the community, love the people there 

with their strengths and weaknesses just like you hope 

they will love you, be involved in their lives, but keep a 

major thrust of your existence elsewhere.” 

 

Wise words—not just for living in rural America but for 

fitting one’s soul for eternity. 

 

What’s the real rub with life anyway?  Fear probably.  

Fear of the unknown, fear of losing job, friends, family, 

security, control…Fear of losing what we were meant to 

lose all along—this life.   

 

Man’s soul was made to spend eternity with God and 

this world is only a training field, a polishing ground.  

But we understandably grow to love our lives here—the 

comforts here, the relationships here; and when those 

things are threatened, we can become overwhelmed 

and anxious.  It is so easy to lose sight of the elusive na-

ture of our existence.  We were not meant to stay here. 

 

Jesus knew we would become distracted and left com-

forting advice, “Do not let your hearts be troubled.  Trust 

in God; trust also in me.  In my Father’s house are many 

rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you.  I am go-

ing there to prepare a place for you, I will come back and 

take you to be with me that you also may be where I 

am.”   John 14:1-4 

 

The chief focus is THERE—not here.  Each day my mind 

must dwell on the big picture.  This is temporary, not 

eternal. 

 

The famous psychologist, Martin Seligman wrote that 

meaning in life comes from belonging to and serving 

something beyond ourselves—from developing the best 

within us.  Without a purpose that transcends our exist-

ence people flounder. 
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Perhaps when all is said and done, the bottom line of 

emerging stronger than before the occurrences of 2020 

lies exactly there.  Being part of a purpose much larger 

and longer lasting than ourselves.  As Christians, this 

means investing our lives in developing qualities that 

aren’t really valued on this earth.  It means identifying 

the gifts God has given us, regardless of what they might 

 

be, and owning our individuality and abilities that can be 

used in service that is unique to us—not for personal 

accolade or accomplishment, but because the spiritual 

world calls us to live above current situations.  We were 

first loved and served; therefore, we will do the same. 

 

Having one eye on eternity changes everything.  A 

glimpse of heaven can help us bear the burdens of the 

present and even prepare us to part with current pleas-

ures.  Finally, when life is spent, we may lose in one 

world, but we win in another.  We can smile, we are 

confident; we are going home. 

 

Paul writing to the Romans worded it beautifully: 

“Therefore, we do not lose heart.  Though outwardly we 

are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed 

day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs 

them all.  So, we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen.  For what is seen is temporary, but what 

is unseen is eternal.”  II Cor. 4:16-18. 

 

Learn more from Martin Seligman at martinseligman.net 

“A Heavenly Worldview” , gty.org. 
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Food for Thought:  How does viewing this life as a troubled journey and eternity as our ultimate destination affect how 

you handle life’s uncertainties?   How does it shape your core purpose? 
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