
Week 7 

stories 

thought questions 

Genesis 25-33—Jacob 

Jacob’s story is sordid one of sibling rivalry, family deception and marital conflict.  It’s enough to make you thankful for 

your family disfunction.  But we see a relentless God who tells Jacob, “I am with you and will watch over you wherever 

you go.”  And we also see Jacob wrestling with God and slowly surrendering his will to the will of his creator.  

John 4:4-42—The Woman At The Well 

The disciples were surprised to see Jesus talking to a woman.  They would have been shocked if they knew her back-

story, and even she was stunned that he would have anything to do with a Samaritan.  But Jesus was not concerned 

with maintaining social conventions.  He was on a mission.  “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for 

a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.”  She didn’t know then, but she would 

soon find out. 

1. Jacob deceiving his brother twice and being deceived by his father-in-law.  What motivates people to be decep-

tive?  Think of some times when you have been deceptive or been deceives.  How can you make peace with that? 

2. When have you wrestled with God?  What did you learn from the experience? 

3. The woman at the well have several reasons to feel outcast.  When have you felt like an outsider?  How can you 

help outsiders in your life feel valued? 

4. What have you done that failed to make you happy.  What does Jesus offer that can quench your thirst? 

         

 Think of a time you lied to your parents or friend to keep from getting in trouble .  Did it work?  Jesus says, 

“treat others the way you want to be treated.”  How can you treat someone like that this week? 

 Jews looked down on Samaritans and wouldn’t be their friends.   But Jesus did.  Who are some unpopular 

people in your school?  How could you treat them like Jesus would? 
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