
 

 

Happy Friday All! 
               I wanted to take a moment to give a report on my trip to the New 

Room Conference in Nashville, TN last week. I also wanted to say thank you for 
allowing me the space for continued education and spiritual growth. I am happy 
to say, I believe the time and resources were well invested. 

               The New Room Conference is a work of Seedbed publishing, who are 
planting seeds for the next great awakening. They recognize the Church needs 
more than good programs and worship services (although neither can be 

neglected). It will take a great move of the Holy Spirit to bring the Church to life 
in our nation. But that does not mean we sit and wait. There is work to be done in 
our hearts and institutions. While there were many good and edifying words 

spoken at this conference, the primary focus was on prayer, repentance, and 
evangelism. 
               The importance of prayer in this plan for revival cannot be over stated. 

Revival does not happen because we pray hard enough, but there is a battle going 
on in the spirit for the lives and souls of humanity, and this is not a war we can 
well fight in the flesh. For revival there must be repentance, for repentance there 

must be conviction and a change of heart, and for that… There is nothing but the 
grace of God that can help move the heart of our nation. And what can we do but 
ask God to pour it out? If there is yet hope for the Church in our nation, that hope 

can only be the Holy Spirit and the means to that hope is prayer. Prayer is not 
something we do when we look at the list of names in the bulletin, or when the 

food arrives. Prayer is a lifestyle; a position of the heart. Prayer happens when we 
shift our understanding from “God up there” to “God living within me, sitting right 
next to me. My creator and friend.” 

               The evangelism theme was heavy throughout the conference, but I 
particularly enjoyed a presentation by Alan Hirsch on the five-fold ministry. If you 
look in Ephesians 4:11-13 you will see Paul describe the body of Christ in five 

parts: Apostle, Prophet, Evangelist, Shepherd (or pastor) and Teacher. These five 
are often made into an acronym: APEST. The modern Church has been built 
nearly exclusively upon shepherds and teachers. A church hires a pastor to teach 

and care for the congregation, and it is assumed (often at the encouragement of 
prideful and ignorant pastors) that the pastor is all the spiritual leadership a 
church will ever need. Because of this mentality, apostles, prophets, and 

evangelists often live without any awareness of who they really are. I am very 
much part of this problem, as I am a shepherd/teacher type, but I am profoundly 
aware of my need for prophets, evangelists, and apostles. So, if you have a desire 



to tell people about Jesus, to go out into the city, or if you have dreams, see 
pictures, or hear words from the Lord, your poor shepherd/teacher pastor would 
very much like to know about it so we can be a whole body. Incidentally, there is 

also room for more shepherds and teachers than just me in our church. 
Shepherds care for all the sheep and protect them from many wolves. Every small 
group needs a teacher. I certainly cannot do all that myself. 

               I also underwent some fairly intense personal restoration last week. I 
did not realize how dead my heart had become over the last ten years of ministry 
until the Lord came and healed some wounds and put me back together again. I 

am realizing the work of the Cross and the Spirit is not finished by one encounter 
with God. As the world bumps and bruises me I am in continual need of the 
presence of God to keep me spiritually healthy. Which makes sense, I suppose. I 

would never say “I can’t be sick. I went to the doctor once”. But I do find myself 
falling into the false security that I don’t need to be in God’s presence regularly 
because I am saved and I felt his presence a few times before. The Lord is 

showing me how silly those thoughts are. God’s presence is free, it is wonderful, 
and He is the light that casts out darkness and heals the broken heart. There is no 
need to ration our relationship with God. He is neither too busy nor too high and 

mighty to spend time with us talking about our lives. 
I’m sure there is much more that could be said, but this is a Friday email, not my 
memoirs. If you want to know more just ask. I would love to hear from you! 

 
-Pastor Matt  

 

 


