
Church Events 

• Feb 7
th

  - Scout Sunday 

• Every Wednesday – 
“Sounds of Praise”  @ 
10 am 

• Feb 17
th

 – Ash 
Wednesday/ Drive 
through 12-1 pm/ Service 
in Sanctuary 6:30 pm 

• Feb 19
th

— 21
st

 - Youth: 
Mid-Winter  

• Feb 28
th

—Monthly 
Meetings— 

Finance @12 pm 

Trustees @ 12 pm  

Admin Council @ 1 pm 
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OFFICE: 972-875-7491 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Jenna Heise, Lori Todd, Joyce Reeve, 
Harriett Adams, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Michael Ratigan, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John Cuellar, Tex Kuehn,  
Bob Anderson, Carol Hopkins,  Bill Cox, Chris Mecom, Daphne Chambless, Kendall Schanfish, Chad Marshall, Aundre 
Chavez, Julia Brown, Cindy Cavender, Amanda Guthrie, Tom Abram, Paul Lovelace, Edna Perkins,  Dale Marusak, Michael 
Riley, Patsy Hodge, Jason Morse, Linda Lewis, Family of Martha Newsome, Judie Goodwin, Jerry McCarty, Rudy Sanchez 
Sr., Julian Martinez, Family of Jerry Hathaway, All affected by the Covid-19 Virus, First Responders, All Healthcare Work-
ers, Prayers for our Nation                             

MILITARY: 

Robert Manuel, Vincent Crow, Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival, Jake Gaston, Sean Collins 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org, Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Shannon Lefler, Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out;  

James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate, Juanita McBee,  Messenger Editor 
Making Disciples Who Make a Difference 
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F rom the Pastor… 

 
Dear Saints of Ennis, 

 As you may have already seen from the recent sermon series, I am asking 

our church to be intentional about growing in prayer and fasting. I continue to 

believe 2021 will be one of the most crucial years in the history of this church. 

The urgency of the hour is not a call to panic in the flesh, but to pray in the spirit. 

I have asked our members to join me in fasting and prayer on Thursdays for 

breakfast and lunch. If another day works better for you, or you need to start 

slowly, don’t let that get you down. The enemy’s best weapons against fasting 

are accusation, guilt and shame. And please do not put your life in danger if you 

know you cannot safely skip meals. No matter how successful you are in fasting I 

know the Lord honors whatever you do and loves that you want to spend time 

with Him. The February 7th sermon highlights different ways to fast, so I thought 

it might be helpful to suggest some prayer focuses today. 

• Prayers for you and your family 
 Health and healing 
 Spiritual growth 
 Protection 
 Provision 

• Prayers for your church 
 Lord bring the people you have named to fill our staff 

 Youth Minister 
 Worship Leader 
 Children’s Minister 

 Pray for your pastor 
 Pray for your leaders 
 Pray for your small group 
 Pray for those we do not know yet        ( Continued  inside) 

http://www.fumcennis.org/


From the Pastor continued... 
 

• Prayers for your city and nation 
 Specific leaders 
 Justice 
 Righteousness/Holiness 
 Wisdom 
 Ask the Lord to come against corruption by all 

means 
 

This list is neither exhaustive or necessary, but I 
hope it gives you some ideas about what you can put on 
your prayer list. Scripture can also be a great help. You 
can use the Psalms as a prayer focus, or you can search 
the internet for “Apostolic prayers” and see what the 
apostles prayed over their churches and pray along with 
them. Remember that even though we fast and pray to 
move the heart of God, we also seek His face before His 
hand. The Lord loves you and desires your time and 
attention simply for His pleasure. You will not earn His 
love through sacrifice. It is already freely given. 

 
Blessings on your journey, 
 
-Pastor Matt Bailey 

 

M usic News… 

 

As I sit at the organ each week, not only am I playing…I 

am also listening. Listening to the voices of the choir and the 

congregation as we sing our praises to God.  

One of my favorite books of the Bible is Psalms. If you 

read Psalms, you will notice that the theme of worship and 

making a joyful noise is very distinct. One of my favorite Psalms 

is   Psalm 150. The first line says it all…” Praise the Lord. Praise 

God in his sanctuary.” I encourage you to read Psalm 150. It is 

only six verses but has an immensely powerful message. As 

God’s children, young and aged, we need to raise our voices in 

praise and adoration to our creator. I get a chuckle sometimes 

when someone tells me that they do not sing out loud because 

they cannot…especially in public. The Psalms tell us to make a 

joyful noise. There is nothing said about being on perfect pitch 

or playing the right notes 100% of the time. God wants to hear 

our praise and does not care if we hit a wrong note or squeak a 

little bit. I encourage you to raise your voice in worship and 

praise. Whether it is at home, at church, in the car, or in public…

SING LOUD AND PROUD!!! 

I would like to give kudos to some worship heroes who 

make things happen each week. Each week, the Chancel Choir 

raises their voices. At various times throughout the year, the 

Handbell Ensemble rings joyfully during worship. Every week, 

we have volunteers who sit at the audio/visual booth and make 

sure all is good with the slides, the sound, and with our social 

media broadcasts. Thanks to Mike, Jennifer, Dana, Stephanie, 

Dave and Cindy for their dedication. Thanks to Juanita McBee 

for assembling the slides each week as well as being our “Editor-

In-Chief” of The Messenger newsletter. I would also like to 

thank Jill Collins for coming in each week to take care of the 

candles as well as change the altar paraments as needed and 

keep things straightened up in the sanctuary. To Robert Collins, 

Dr. Larry Jinks and those who volunteer each week to read litur-

gy or bring prayer to the worship…. THANK YOU ALL!!!  

In Christ,  

James 

Children's Day Out &  

Pre-kindergarten 
 

Pajama Day and Winter Day 

Who doesn't like Pajama Day!  We love it!  
We had a great and relaxing day; 
well maybe not relaxing but everyone was 
so comfy. 
It was a Texas winter day. It was a little 
chilly but no snow.   
We had “Hot" chocolate (warm chocolate) 
with marshmallows and  
powder donuts (snow balls) for snack.    
We had a great day for our last day  
of January. 
 
Starting in February we get very busy.   
We have our Valentine parties on February 
11th. February is Community Service 
month.   
We will have a visit from Dr. Lindsey Fass, 
DDS, to learn about our teeth and how to 
take care of them.  We will also have visits 
from Ennis Police Department and Ennis 
Fire Department.   
 
“Community Service Day" will be on  
February 23rd.  
 
Year 2021 has started out GREAT!!  
 

Happy Valentine’s Day everyone! 

Ash Wednesday Service 

There will be an  Ash Wednesday Service on 

Wednesday, February 17th.   

12 –1 pm—Drive thru Communion and Ashes 

South parking Lot 

6:30 pm—Service—Communion and ashes 

In the Sanctuary 

Prayer 

Dear Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ. We praise You 

for Your faithful presence in these days of adversity 

and uncertainty. You are our God and our hope is in 

You all day long. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Organ Donation 

Your generosity would be much appreciated to help with 

some preventative maintenance on our church organ. The 

estimated cost for these repairs will be about $1,200. 

Please mark any donation—Organ Fund. Thank you in  

advance for your support! 

Contemporary Worship Leader Candidates 

On Sunday, February 7th, Mr. Derek Winkley, the first of two 

candidates for the Contemporary Worship Leader position will 

be participating in the morning worship service as a sesgment 

of the interview process. On February 14th, Mr. Richard Pick-

rell, the second candidate, will participate in the morning 

worship service as a segment of he interview process.  Please 

give SPR some feedback about what you think! 


