
Church Events 

• Every Sunday—In Person and 

online worship @ 10:30 am 

• Every Sunday—Children’s 

Sermon on Facebook Live 

following worship 

• Every Sunday—Youth Zoom 

with Christen @ 4:30 pm 

• Every Wednesday—”Midweek 

Check-in” @ 10 am on 

Facebook and YouTube 

• Every Wednesday— Children’s 

Ministry with Pastor Alison @ 5 

pm on Facebook Live 

• Every Wednesday—Bible Study 

with Dr. Larry Jinks @ 5:30 pm 

in person and on Facebook Live 

• Every Wednesday—Youth on 

zoom with Christen @ 6 pm 

• September 23rd—Frios 

Gourmet Pops for everyone in 

North Parking Lot/ 6-8 pm 

 

For the latest updates on times and 

in person events, please check our 

website at fumcennis.org or call the 

church office at 972-875-7491 
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F rom the Pastor 

Great Opportunities 

My Grandparents grew up on farms way out in the boonies of Sylacauga, 

Alabama during the depression era. I always noticed how they viewed very small 

gains as great opportunities. An empty milk jug I would have thrown away was 

cut in half to hold compost, which was then stored in a massive pile behind the 

garage to feed the garden. Coffee was saved and warmed back up. Pennies on 

the ground were occasion for a small celebration. As a child, I didn’t understand 

where this behavior came from. My parents were conscientious about saving 

money, and we didn’t have a lot, but my grandparents operated on a whole other 

level. As an adult, I understand. They went through very difficult times that al-

lowed them to see many things I took for granted as a blessing and opportunity. 

They didn’t practice such frugality out of fear. They viewed that empty milk jug as 

an opportunity to be blessed. But their ability to recognize that blessing was 

birthed out of desperate need.  

 As we learn new ways to stay safe from Covid, we are slowly and cau-

tiously emerging from quarantine. I find that I notice things I took for granted 

before and appreciate some things I might have complained about in the past. I 

think we had few dozen in Church this past Sunday. Before Covid, I would have 

been dismayed at such a small number. Now I am overjoyed not to be preaching 

to an empty room. It feels like preaching from the Lakewood Church stage! I feel 

so blessed to be able to look people in the eye and welcome people in the morn-

ing and then as they go. I know many more are connecting from home, and I am 

grateful for the opportunity to stay connected to you as well.  

Continued inside... 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Jenna Heise, Lori Todd, Joyce 
Reeve, Martha Newsome, Harriett Adams, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Michael Ratigan, Sandy Anderson, 
Gary Fincher, John Cuellar, Tex Kuehn,  Bob Anderson, Carol Hopkins,  Bill Cox, Chris Mecom, Daphne 
Chambless, Kendall Schanfish, Chad Marshall, Mari Hillger, Randy Washburn, James Jones, Pete Toal, Aundre 
Chavez, Susan James, Jeremy Puckett, Famiily of Dr. Sidney Wold, Family of Thomas Shoemake, Julia Brown, 
Family of Ryan Hodge, Family of Bill Fullerton, Family of Robert Kalmus, Family of Russell Mills, All affected by 
the Covid-19 Virus, First Responders, All Healthcare Workers                               

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon 

Lefler, Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee,  Messenger editor 
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Children’s Day Out & 
Pre-Kindergarten 

We are getting ready for our new school year.  We 
can’t wait to see everyone and meet all of our new 
students. CDO and Pre-K start date is Tuesday, 
September 8,2020. 

We had a fun “Meet the Teacher” with “Kona Ice”.   
An email has been sent out with our staggered 
arrival and pick up times. 

In September we will learn “All About Me” and 
friendship.  We love getting to know each other and 
meeting new friends.   Our September curriculum is 
ABC, the number 1, color “RED”   and our shape is 
square.   

We will have a “RED” day on September 17 and have 
“C”ap day on September 24. 

If you have any questions please send me an email  

CDO@fumcennis.org. 

Join us for a CDO special event — Wednesday, 
September 23rd from 4-6 pm.  Frios Gourmet Pops 
will be on the North parking lot. Drive up, choose 
your flavor, and enjoy a “pop” on us! 

From the Pastor continued... 

As we emerge from this season of desperate need 

for connection with both God and the Church, it might be 

good for your heart to stop and wonder about those 

things that we might not have seen as such great opportu-

nities and blessings that we now notice. What parts of 

worship and discipleship are holding a newfound value in 

your life? Maybe there are things you still miss that never 

seemed that significant in the past. I believe the Lord has 

an opportunity for all of us in this season to see the gifts 

that have always been available to us, but were difficult to 

see because they had always been there. As we become 

more able to gather together for worship and discipleship, 

I hope you will take full advantage of these opportunities 

to grow in God. He has nothing but good things for you! 

Blessings, 

Pastor Matt 

Children’s News... 

Dear Church Family, 

I pray that the start of your school year has 
gone well and that you are excited and figuring out a new 
normal!  We are also figuring out our new normal, and I’m 
praying for you all in this time.  We will continue to be 
online Sundays following 10:30am worship on First United 
Methodist Church of Ennis page and also on Wednesday 
evenings at 5:00pm on FUMC Ennis Children’s Ministry 
page.  If you are unable to catch the Live, the videos remain 
on the page and are uploaded on the church webpage 
www.fumcennis.org .    
We will be continuing the story of our faith from the begin-

ning.  We started August “In the Beginning,” and explored 

creation, and we find ourselves in September finishing up 

Genesis with Jacob and Joseph.  Then we will move into Exo-

dus with Moses’ story and “The Exodus.”  As some of our 

Youth Stockholder Update 

A BIG thank you to everyone who purchased stock from our 

youth this summer!!!  As you may know, we have not been 

able to have fundraisers like we have in the past due to 

COVID, but we were able to have our Stockholder fundrais-

er and it was a huge success, thanks to all of you!  Here’s a 

brief update for all of you stockholders.  We usually have 

our Stockholder Appreciation Dinner in September, but are 

not able to schedule it at this time, but will as soon as we 

can.  Quite a few of you purchased $200 worth of shares 

and will get 2 hours of youth labor for that donation.  We 

usually schedule this in the fall, but this will be scheduled at 

a later date as well.  Please know that we are anxious to 

work for you and will keep you updated about when we 

can gather and take care of your yard work, painting or 

whatever you have lined up for us.  Thank you for your pa-

tience and understanding in this matter.  We love and ap-

preciate you and are so thankful for your support!! 

Y outh News... 

Happy September from the 

Youth! 

All of our students have returned to some sort of back to 

school platform, either virtual, in person or home school.  

This time of transition has been challenging for our youth 

and I ask that you lift all of our young people up in prayer 

as they adjust to these new challenges during a very 

unique school year.   

As a youth group we continue to meet via Zoom on Sun-

day’s at 4:30pm for fellowship and Wednesday’s at 

6:00pm for a devotional and fellowship.  We have started 

in person Sunday school for students that are in the build-

ing on Sunday mornings.  We are social distanced, wear 

masks and follow guidelines to keep our youth safe during 

the Sunday school hour.  It’s not ideal, but we are togeth-

er and have enjoyed meeting in person.  During this time, 

we are working on videos of our youth that we can share 

online telling some of their favorite Bible stories in crea-

tive ways.  Be on the look-out for these videos as our 

youth share their creativity and talents with you virtually.   

Thank you for loving and praying for our youth!  We love 

our church family and are so thankful for each of you.   

Be Blessed! 

Christen- 

M usic News... 

Recently, I was reading a 

hymn story from a book of 

hymn devotions given to me by a dear church member. As I 

read this devotional and drank my coffee, I was intrigued as 

to the etiology of the story. In 1875, from the grateful heart 

of composer, poet, and lyricist Fanny J. Crosby the words to 

this beautiful hymn were penned. The words of “All The 

Way My Savior Leads Me” were written one day as Crosby, 

who was blind since she was six weeks old, was struggling 

financially. She needed five dollars, and no idea how to get 

it. Crosby prayed, and a few minutes later a stranger ap-

peared at her door with exact change. Fanny J. Crosby can-

not account for this other than to believe God placed the 

gift of giving in the heart of this stranger. That same day, 

the poem  “All The Way My Savior Leads Me” was written. 

The hymn was published in 1875, with the poem being set 

to music written by Dr. Robert Lowry. In society today, as 

we struggle with the daily stresses of life, let us remember 

that our Savior walks by us each moment of our lives. I en-

courage you to look up this wonderful hymn and read the 

lyrics. There are also several hymn arrangements on 

YouTube. Ask God to help you find that “perfect rest” in 

every stressful situation, confident that He is guiding your 

every step. Continue to sing loud and proud.  

In Christ, 

James  

friends are unable to get online for the Bible stories, we have 

attempted to include more of the stories in our home-

packets.  I hope this will serve your families better as you be-

come more and more of a guide in your children’s faith jour-

neys.  If there is a way we can better serve you in your chil-

dren’s and family’s faith formation, please let us know.   

I hope you know how much we appreciate you and your par-

ticipation in your children’s faith journeys, as well as your 

patience as we attempt to make the best decisions for the 

health and safety of all in this time.  You continue to be in our 

thoughts and prayers as we navigate this new normal.   

Blessings,  

Alison Zollinger 

Pastor of Children’s and Family Ministries  

Welcome to our Newest Members! 

 

 

 

 

 

Marty and Dixie Moore 

Rooftop 101 

Give Back Sunday all of September!!! 

Join us to eat from 11-4 Sundays and 10% of your 

check will be donated to the local church of your 

choosing.  

 

  Churchwide  

September Event! 

 

Join us on Septemner 23rd from 6-8pm for our 

church-wide  September event!  We will have Frios 

Gourmet Pops  set up in the north parking lot for eve-

ryone to drive thru and enjoy a complimentary “pop” 

to go!  All are welcome and we can’t wait to see you!   
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