
• Every Sunday—In Person and 

online worship @10:30 am 

• Every Sunday—Children’s Sermon 

on Facebook Live  following 

worship 

• Every Sunday—Youth Zoom with 

Christen @ 4:30 pm 

• Every Wednesday— Children’s 

Ministry with Pastor Alison @ 5 pm 

on Facebook Live 

• Every Wednesday—Bible Study 

with Dr. Larry Jinks  

@ 5:30 pm in person and on 

Facebook Live 

• Every Wednesday—Youth on zoom 

with Christen @ 6 pm 

• Oct. 11th—Community Wide 

Worship @ Minnie McDowall Park 

@ 6:30 pm 

• October 18th—NOW @1 pm, 

Finance @ 2 pm, Ad Council @ 3 

pm (all in person and zoom)  

• October 31st—FUMC Booth at 

Farmer’s Market to pass out goody 

bags to  kids 

Church Events 
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F rom the Pastor 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 

that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. 

John 15:5 

The life of a servant of Jesus can seem overwhelming at times. Jesus has 

given us all gifts and areas of influence to use those gifts in varying degrees. But 

as I serve the Lord, there is one lesson I am always learning. I often ask the Lord, 

“Are you waiting for me, or am I waiting for you?” There is no clean cut, univer-

sal answer to that question. Sometimes the Lord is letting me sharpen my own 

abilities in a difficult season. Sometimes the Lord is teaching me to lay down my 

strength and take up his in my weakness. Such seasons are always a struggle, but 

even in the struggle God is being wise and faithful to allow us to grow. 

 Sharing a little from my own heart, the Lord has me in a season where I 

am totally reliant on him. Working in ministry is difficult. Taking up the challenge 

to reclaim what has been lost in a church, as our leadership has asked, is more 

difficult but also where my passion for ministry lies. Doing so in a pandemic has 

been a whole new experience. John 15:5 rings in my ears often. “Without me you 

can do nothing”. In times when I am operating out of my strengths, and even 

spiritual gifting, I can easily get to a point where I don’t believe the depths of this 

statement. I start to believe I can produce fruit on my own and not bother Jesus 

too much. In a season like we are in now, when my strengths have become 

weakness, I find these words of Jesus easier to believe. That is a gift.  

Continued inside... 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Jenna Heise, Lori Todd, Joyce 
Reeve, Martha Newsome, Harriett Adams, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Michael Ratigan, Sandy Anderson, 
Gary Fincher, John Cuellar, Tex Kuehn,  Bob Anderson, Carol Hopkins,  Bill Cox, Chris Mecom, Daphne 
Chambless, Kendall Schanfish, Chad Marshall, Mari Hillger, Randy Washburn, James Jones, Pete Toal, Aundre 
Chavez, Susan James, Jeremy Puckett, Julia Brown, Cindy Cavender, Amanda Guthrie, Family of Austin Elbert, 
All affected by the Covid-19 Virus, First Responders, All Healthcare Workers, Unspoken Prayers                              

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon 
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Juanita McBee,  Messenger editor 
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From the Pastor continued... 

It is out of the True Vine the branch is 

nourished, increased, and sent out. While the fruit 

hangs from the branches, the branch has no ability to 

produce the juicy, sugary goodness that fills the fruit. I 

think our awareness of our need to produce fruit in our 

local Methodist Church is increasing. It is very natural 

to say, as branches, that we just need to improve our 

branchy performance. Be a little stronger. Reach a little 

further. Try a little harder. But this is not how vines and 

branches work. All a vine needs to produce fruit is to 

be well connected to the vine. Jesus says clearly, “if 

you abide in me you will produce much fruit.” That’s 

not step one of a long ministry process. That is a 

singular promise. And we are also guaranteed by Jesus’ 

own lips that apart from him we can do nothing. 

I believe this is a season, not of striving to be 

better branches, but to focus on our connection to the 

True Vine. This is a difficult lesson for me, particularly 

in a season of urgency. I don’t want to take the time to 

work on the graft between myself and Jesus. I just 

want to get straight to production. But Jesus knows a 

branch that is not properly grafted in cannot produce. 

Please join me in the coming weeks as we search out 

what it means to be connected into the True Vine of 

Jesus Christ.  

May the Lord increase in you! 

-Pastor Matt Bailey 

Dear church family and friends,  
October is an exciting time of year as the weather 
cools and the leaves fall. We are moving on in our 
Bible stories, which of course is one BIG STORY of God 
working in the lives of God’s people… a story of which 
we are still a part!  As we finished up September, we 
learned of Moses leading God’s people out of 
Egyptian slavery, but now we find God’s people 
wandering in the wilderness … and grumbling!  We’ve 
had a lot of wandering in 2020… and grumbling… and 
yet we find over and over again that God provides in 
amazing ways!  This continues to be the story… that 
God leads, proceeds, guides, provides, hears and 
answers the prayers of God’s people, even in ways 
unexpected.  In October’s stories, we will peek into 
the books Exodus through 1 Samuel, and see the story 
continue to unfold.  We will also  take a peek at some 
Jewish customs and bake bread with our families.  
And just for fun, there is some Halloween fun 
included too.  Halloween comes from All-Hallow’s 
Eve, and leads into the Christian tradition of All Saint’s 
Day, which we celebrate November 1, and will learn 
more about next month.  I pray these stories bless 
you, and that you will be a blessing to others.  Join us 
Sundays following worship on First United Methodist 
Church of Ennis Facebook page, and Wednesday 
nights at 5pm on FUMC Ennis Children’s Ministry 
Facebook page.  

We are living in a very unprecedented time. 

Our lives at home, at school, at work and at church 

have been turned inside out by this thing they call Covid-19. For 

the last seven months, the lives of all God’s children, ages 0 to 

100 have been forever changed. For so many, it has been a life 

altering, life changing event. To some…a nightmare.  

The words of Don Moen have increasingly weighed on 

my mind these last few months. After a family tragedy that cost 

him his nephew, Don Moen was on a plane one-night flying to 

the funeral of his nephew, Jeremy. While on the plane, Don 

opened the bible to Isaiah 49:13 and read these words…”I will 

even make a way in the wilderness, and rivers in the desert.”  

While on that plane, the words to “God Will Make A Way” were 

written, and following the funeral of Jeremy, Don was sitting, 

holding his family and began to sing these words: 

God will make a way 
Where there seems to be no way 
He works in ways we cannot see 

He will make a way for me 

He will be my guide 
Hold me closely to His side 

With love and strength for each new day 
He will make a way, He will make a way 

Church family, I know your hearts hurt now for many reasons. 
Stop. Take a breath. Read the words above. Go to YouTube and 
look up Don Moen’s “God Will Make A Way.” This beautiful 
composition gives us the reassurance that through all our trials 
and tribulations that God is walking with us, holding us, guiding 
us, showing us the way….HIS way. Keep singing loud and proud. 

In Christ,  

James 

M usic News... 

C hildren’s News…  

TO MY CHURCH AND FRIENDS 

     Thank you for all of your prayers that have helped my family 
and myself keep moving forward. Thank you for your visits, 
calls, food, (even chocolate) and the many offers of help.  

     At the Memorial Service for Ryan Hodge, there were around 
150 people in attendance…30 relatives and the rest were 
friends! Seven young men spoke about the impact Ryan Hodge 
(32 yrs) had on their lives. The consensus was that, with a big 
smile, Ryan was always ready to be a friend and help them in 
any way he could to make their lives better. Also, a young lady 
spoke about how she and Ryan took turns sharing and taking 
care of a dog named Tonka. Ryan loved dogs and a bench in his 
memory is to be put in a dog park. Ryan  minimized the use of 
plastic. He supported the project “Can’D Aid” where water is 
canned and then taken to disaster areas. Ryan’s short life was 
about making friends and helping people in any way that he 
could. September 2nd Upper Room devotional sums up his life in 
the Thought for Today: “God can bless me through unlikely 
friendships”. We can receive that blessing, too, by being a friend 

Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 

We had a great first month at CDO and Pre-K.  We love seeing 
all of our returning children and meeting  all our new friends.  In 
September we learned “All About Me” and friendship.  We loved 
getting to know each other and meeting new friends.   Our Sep-
tember curriculum was “ABC”, 
Our curriculum in October is “DEF”, circle, #2 and fall!  October 
is a very busy month.   
We will have 4 special days ……  
October 8 is wear “ORANGE” day and October 15 is “Wear 
PINK for Cancer” day. 
Ennis ISD homecoming is October 30 but we will celebrate 
homecoming and our “E”nnis Lions” on October 22.    
Our first party is our “TACKY WACKY” party on Thursday, Oc-
tober 29.  Parties will be in the classrooms. We will have pizza 
for lunch. Everyone dress crazy.    
We cannot wait for the weather to cool off so we can play out-
side every day. 
Thank you to everyone for being patient with our staggered drop 
off and pick up. 
Thank you for sharing your children with us. 
 
 

and helping others! 

     Again, thank you for everything you have done for my 
family and myself. I treasure my relationship with each 
one! 

God Bless You! 

Joan Hodge 
 

Y outh News! 

 

Happy Fall from the youth!   

We continue to meet virtually twice a week. If 

you know a young person, 7th-12th grade, that 

would like to join us on Sunday’s at 4:30 for fellowship and/or 

on Wednesday’s at 6:00 for a devotional and fellowship (all 

via Zoom), let me know.  We are always happy to welcome new 

faces and are looking forward to the day when we can meet in 

person again.    

Thank you for loving our youth and continuing to lift them up in 

prayer as they continue to adjust to a very unique school year! 

Be blessed! 

Christen- 

October Event! 

We plan to have a booth at 

Farmer’s Market on October 31st  to pass out Fall/

Halloween goodies. We will also give out information 

to invite people to our  Drive-in Movie Night in No-

vember.  If you would like to volunteer to work at the 

booth or donate candy, please call the church office 

at 972-875-7491. 

Blood Drive 
First United Methodist Church of Ennis 

Family Life Center 
300 N. Sherman St., Ennis, TX 75119 

Saturday, October 24, 2020 
8:00 am to 2:00 pm 

Please call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767) or visit 
RedCrossBlood.org and enter: fumcoe to schedule an 

appointment. 

Church Wide Event Pictures on the 

parking lot or in your car! 


