
From the Pastor... 
Church Events 

• Every Sunday— Handbell 

practice @11:45 am 

• Every Sunday and Wednesday 

—Youth Zoom with Christen @ 

4:30 pm 

• Every Wednesday—Bible Study 

with Dr. Larry Jinks @ 5:30 pm 

(In person and on Facebook 

Live) 

• Every Wednesday—Choir 

practice @ 6:30 pm 

• Nov 14
th

 – Outdoor Movie Night 

@ 6:00 pm 

• Nov 15
th

— NOW meeting @ 

1:00 pm 

• Nov 20
th

— Decorate the church 

for Christmas @ 10:00 am 

• Nov 22nd –City Wide 

Thanksgiving Service @ 6:00 

pm at Avenue Church 

 

For the latest updates on times and 

in person events, please check our 

website at fumcennis.org or call 

the church office at 972-875-7491 
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What has the Lord asked? 

As we prepare for 2021 and hope that a better season 

soon, there are some things that are within our control, and 

some outside our control. In a world of over seven billion people, it can be over-

whelming to think that we can only control ourself, with perhaps limited influence 

over a few more. I cannot control the election, but I can be faithful to vote. I can-

not control Covid, but I can be faithful to wear my mask and follow recommended 

guidelines as an act of love for others. In every day we live, there are many things 

we cannot control, but there are many opportunities to be faithful, humble, loving, 

forgiving, and to allow God to do His part. 

In Micah 6, the Lord speaks through the prophet with recognition of hu-

man tendency to try to control what we are not ordained to control. The Spirit 

speaks to our desire to control even God through sacrifice given out of a desire to 

manipulate our Heavenly Father. Micah asks a question that has become famous in 

scripture: “What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, love kindness, and 

walk humbly with your God?” What a great question. What has God asked of me? 

Where am I fighting battles that could only be won by God? What fear am I carry-

ing regarding things over which I have no control? I offer an answer that is simple, 

though not necessarily easy: I am called to be faithful in the things God has placed 

in my hands, and to trust God to handle those things He has not. What I have 

found in my own reflection, is that fear about things I cannot control is also tightly 

connected to my trust in God to fight the battles I cannot. The more I learn to trust 

God and let go of fear, the more opportunities I have to witness God’s strength 

and goodness. As I learn to do the work God has given me to do in a godly way, I 

give opportunity to God to bless my path and those around me. 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Jenna Heise, Lori Todd, Joyce Reeve, 
Martha Newsome, Harriett Adams, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Michael Ratigan, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John 
Cuellar, Tex Kuehn,  Bob Anderson, Carol Hopkins,  Bill Cox, Chris Mecom, Daphne Chambless, Kendall Schanfish, Chad 
Marshall, Mari Hillger, Aundre Chavez, Julia Brown, Cindy Cavender, Amanda Guthrie, Tonm Abram, Paul Lovelace, Edna 
Perkins, Daphne Fullerton, Pat Fullerton, Tina Gibson, Dale Marusak, Pastor Darrell Nelson, Michael Riley, Family of Jean 
Hart, Family of Connie Hobbs, Family of Carolyn Pierce, Family of Jeremy Puckett, Family of Lewis Prachyl, All affected by 
the Covid-19 Virus, First Responders, All Healthcare Workers, Prayers for our Nation                             

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon 

Lefler, Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee,  Messenger editor 
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C hildren’s News... 

November is a time to be thankful, and I am so thankful 
for each of our kiddos and their families!  I am also 
thankful to be journeying through the Bible with you, 
and we are continuing in November with Samuel and 
David through Queen Esther and Psalms!  If you open a 
bible right in the middle, you will find yourself in 
Psalms… WOW!  We’ve really made some progress 
since August.  Great job friends!  Watch for new kits to 
arrive as we journey through these stories together.  
Also look for ways to share your thankfulness with God 
and others this month (and always, really).  Continue to 
fill your gratitude jar, write a letter to say thank you to 
someone, and celebrate your thankfulness with family 
or friends.  I once heard the question, “What if 
tomorrow when you wake up, you only have what you 
are thankful for today?”  It really gets you thinking, 
doesn’t it!  So go about November with an attitude of 
gratitude and remember to share that thankfulness 
with God, who loves you so very much… no matter 
what!   
Blessings, 
Pastor Alison Zollinger  

 

Save the Date for our 
annual Christmas Eve 

Services 
Carols, Candles, and 

Communion  
5:00 pm and 6:30 pm 

Church Decorations! 
 

The Lord’s Ladies will be 

heading up the 

Christmas decorations 

for the church. We will 

decorate on Friday, 

November 20th at 

10:00am. Anyone that 

would like to help with 

that please come to the 

church at 10 am.  

M usic News... 

I am pleased to announce 
that the Chancel Choir and the Hand-
bell Ensemble will be resuming re-
hearsals as of October 28th and pre-
paring for Advent/Christmas perfor-
mances. This has been a long wait for 
the members of both the Chancel 
Choir and the Handbell Ensemble. 
This “break” we have had to endure 
has challenged us is many ways…
especially our faith. The many fears 
we have endured have drained us 
spiritually. Isaiah 41:10 tells us 
“Do not fear, for I am with you; 
do not be dismayed, for I am your 
God. I will strengthen you and help 
you; I will uphold you with my right-
eous right hand.” Since March of this 
year, the lives of God’s children have 
changed. This nasty thing they call 
Covid-19 has taken over.  It has truly 
worn our faith down. Many times, I 
have heard a person say, “Where is 

God through all this?” My response to 
them was simply “He is right next to you 
guiding you through.”  To live by faith is to 
believe with conviction that God’s purpos-
es for us will prevail. Prevailing faith antici-
pates victory and celebrates in advance. 
One of my many favorite hymns to play on 
the piano is “Victory in Jesus.” It reminds 
us that God sent his son to earth. Born in a 
manger, lived with ridicule, was beaten, 
battered, and hung on a cross to die. Yet 
Jesus defeated that cross and rose from 
the grave.  We, God’s children, will prevail 
in this pandemic and rise. Our faith is the 
foundation of belief and believing God will 
walk us through tragedy and disease will 
win the war. I am thankful that in 1939 
composer Eugene Bartlett wrote “Victory 
in Jesus” because it gives us the assurance 
and justifying grace that if we believe, we 
are never alone. Sing loud and sing proud!! 

In Christ,  
James 

Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 

We love Bible Time with Miss Christen!! 

Every Thursday afternoon Miss Lori’s class and our 

Pre-Kindergarten classes have Bible Time. 

Our “Minister to Students”, Christen Vick, reads a 

Bible story. She asks the children questions about the 

story, and they do listen because they love to answer 

the questions. 

Their favorite part is singing, and one of their favor-

ite songs is…… 

      “Do Lord, Oh, Do Lord, Oh, Do Remember Me” 

Every now and then I will put them singing and dancing 

on our Facebook page.   

Our Facebook page is “FUMC Ennis Children’s Day 

Out” 

We are having a canned food drive from 

November 3rd—November 17th. We are 

collecting for Helping Hands. Please place 

items in the grocery cart. 

Community Thanksgiving Meal 
 

It’s November and Thanksgiving is just a few 

weeks away.  Even though we won’t be able to 

host our Community Thanksgiving Meal this year, we will be 

able to provide a hot Thanksgiving Meal to members of our 

community.  FUMC Ennis has partnered with the City of En-

nis and we will have the opportunity to deliver meals that 

are prepared by local restaurants to some of our community 

members that are elderly, at risk, disabled or in need.  If you 

would like to volunteer to deliver meals on Thanksgiving 

Day, please contact the church office @ 972 875-7491.  If 

you have a neighbor or loved one who would be blessed by 

this ministry, please have them sign up for a meal by calling 

the Bluebonnet Call Center @ 972 695-3524.   

Angel Tree 
 

Christmas is right around the corner and 

we are looking forward to having our Prison Ministry Angels, 

IOOF Angels and Bus Ministry Angels on our Angel Tree.  We 

will have them ready for adoption at the end of November.  

If you would like to adopt an angel, you can select one off of 

one of the trees in the parlor or call the church office and 

we can get one to you.  If you are not comfortable going to 

stores to shop for an Angel, you could shop online or make 

a donation and we can do the shopping for you.  Even 

though 2020 has been a very different year and has had 

many challenges, we can still make sure these Angels are 

adopted and have something to look forward to on Christ-

mas morning.    Thank you for supporting this ministry and 

showing love to these Angels! 

Toys for Tots! 
 FUMC will be helping collect toys for Toys 

for Tots this year.  This is such an easy way to bless chil-

dren in our community.  Simply bring a new unwrapped 

toy to the church office this month or place it in the Toys 

for Tots collection box outside of the sanctuary.   

Outdoor Movie Night! 
Join us on Saturday, November 14th at 

6:00pm in the north parking lot for an 

outdoor movie.  We will have areas 

marked off for families to gather and watch from 

lawn chairs or you can view the movie from your car.  

The movie will be the Chronicles of Narnia and every-

one will receive a complimentary bag of popcorn and 

a bottle of water.  There is no charge for the event 

and everyone is invited.  Grab a friend or two and 

come and join us for Movie Night on November 14th! 

Our Newest Members! 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Cliff and Carol Moss 

Farmers Market Booth 
A BIG thank you to everyone that donated candy, prayed for 

or volunteered at the Farmer’s Market event this past week-

end.  The weather was perfect and we had a lot of fun send-

ing candy through the candy shoot that Cindy and Dave 

Lovelace made.  This was a favorite stop for all of the chil-

dren at the market and made them giggle and leave with a 

big smile.  Who knew a 6 ft., giant cardboard tube could be 

so entertaining?  It was a blast and we can’t wait to do it 

again next year! 

 

Little Free Libraries 

Volunteers are needed to keep the four Little Free Sharing 

Libraries around town stocked and books rotated.  Books 

can be picked up weekly at the Welcome Center, or you 

can keep a small box of books in our trunk and check your 

neighborhood library anytime you are out and about. If you 

have a vehicle and just a few minutes a week to spare, this 

might be the perfect volunteer opportunity for you!  If this 

is something that you would like to do, you may contact 

Jennifer Nelson at jennifernelson1969@gmail.com or by 

phone at 972-743-2623.  


