
From the Pastor... Church Events 

• March 5
th 

 - Life Touch 
Directory Pictures 

• March 8
th 

– Spring Forward/ 
Trustees Meeting @ 11:30  

• March 15
th 

– N.O.W. @11:45/ 
Finance Meeting @1:15 pm/ 
Admin Council @ 2:30 pm 

• March 21
st -

 UMCOR ERT 
Training @ 9 am  

• March 22
nd

 - Ladies 
Luncheon @ 11:30 am 

• March 28
th -

 Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 

• April 5
th -

 Palm Sunday/      
pot luck/ egg hunt 

• April 12
th

 – Easter Sunday 
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Over the next several weeks we will engage the prac-

tices associated with the season of Lent in the Church. Histor-

ically, people give something up for 40 days as a fasting prac-

tice. The point being, to diminish the flesh and allow the Spirit 

to emerge. When we give something up for a season, we 

learn to control our flesh. However, over the next few weeks 

we will be focusing a little more on those things we can give 

up to God for good. Jennifer and I had to go through several 

seasons of intentionally putting our life on the altar to follow 

God. Our fears, our delusion of control, our financial security, 

our public image, these are all things we have had to “put on 

the altar”, meaning we let go of these parts of our life and 

gave them to God to do with them what He wanted. Every 

time we place a part of our lives on that altar, we fear that 

God might just burn it up and leave us in need, but every time 

God has been faithful to use everything we give him in the 

most wonderful ways. I encourage you to engage your hearts 

in this spiritual exercise during Lent as we begin our new ser-

mon series, “Life on the Altar”.  

With Christ’s Love, 

Pastor Matt Bailey 

P rayer Concerns  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel,  Bill Fullerton, Calvin Collins, Alex Campbell, Danny Miller, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Edna Perkins, 
Jenna Heise, Nick White, Sandra & David Rasberry,  Lori Todd, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Joyce Reeve, Tommy James, Martha 

Newsome, Carol Honza,   Harriett Adams, Carol Brazier, Nancy Vorderkunz, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark,  Brian Read, Michael Rati-
gan, Wilda Fisher, Marie Madill, Vanessa Kilgore, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John Cuellar, Wayne Winningham, Brad Jones, Tex 
Kuehn, Mary Caldwell, Gene Romsos, Charlene Ortiz, Beth Brooks, Evan Muir, Brian Read                                

 

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake Kuehn, Tyler 

Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton (retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman, Jacob Yrlas 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon Lefler, 

Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee, Messenger editor 
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Children’s News… 

Lent is such a special time of reflection, and I 

can remember this even as a young child.  One 

year I gave up Nintendo (the original!) be-

grudgingly, but we learned to spend more time with family.  It 

also afforded opportunities to have conversations – BIG conver-

sations – ones that led to discussions on faith and even prayer.  

Later, I realized that Lent didn’t have to be about giving some-

thing up, so I’ve also had years where I took on extra Bible study 

or prayer practices or acts of service.  Each of these disciplines 

can be done at any age, and I encourage families to do them to-

gether as you are able.  Talk to your kids about faith, faith prac-

tices, and where God is in the midst of whatever is going on in 

your lives.  I pray this Lenten season blesses each of you and 

your families!  If I can help you find a practice, I would be happy 

to have that conversation with you as well.  It’s never too late!  

We will be learning about Spiritual Disciplines/Faith Practices at 

our Half-Time events on Wednesday evenings, and they will be 

coming home with ideas to help in this season.  We hope to see 

you there!  There will also be a special potluck lunch and egg 

hunt on April 5th following worship, so go ahead and 

mark your calendars.  Children will process with palm 

branches that morning in worship, and it’s always a 

special time to kick off Holy Week worshiping the King 

riding into Jerusalem.  See the calendar for Holy Week 

and Easter schedules; I hope to see you and your family 

there!   

And I don’t want to miss saying THANK YOU for those 

who participated (and helped!) with the Pancake Sup-

per!!!  Vacation Bible School is such an amazing and 

important ministry to reach children’s hearts for Christ 

and to reach out into the community as well, and so 

thank you!  I’ll let you know as other opportunities 

arise, but it’s never too early to let me know how excit-

ed you are about VBS and how YOU would LOVE to 

serve.  Save the date: July 24-26 is VBS 2020!  Rocky 

Railway is our theme, and it’s going to be a grand 

adventure!   

Blessings,  

Pastor Alison Zollinger 

Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 
 
We are very busy at CDO and Pre-K. 
 
We Love our Community Helpers.   
Thank you to all of the Best Community Helpers in Ennis. 
We had a great visit from the Ennis Police Department 
on Tuesday, February 18.  They came and visited with 
children and talked about who strangers are and calling 
911. 
On Thursday, February 27 Ms. Lori’s class and our Pre-K 
classes had a fun fieldtrip visiting Ennis Fire Station 
#3.   We had so much fun!!  The Fire Department came to 
see our younger children with their Big Red Fire Truck. 
 
March is just around the corner and it will be very busy. 
We have Spring Break the week of March 9 – 13.  But 
when we come back we will be ready for warmer weather 
and spring. 
 
If you want to dance the “Twist” come by the church on 
Thursday, March 19 because we will be celebrating our 
50th day of school.   The “Soda Shop” will be open for 
Coke floats or ice cream sundaes.   Can't wait to see all of 
the children dressed up.   
 
We will celebrate Texas Independence Day with our 
Texas Rodeo on Thursday, March 26. 

Music News... 
 
I always say that music is a 

spice of life…without it life would be 
dull and boring. At some point in our 
daily life, we find ourselves singing, 
humming, or even whistling. For me, 
my day starts out with an hour or two of practice time 
and a cup of coffee. One of my favorite scriptures is 
Psalm 150. Verse one simply opens with “Praise the 
Lord”, and verse 6 closes with “Let everything that has 
breath praise the Lord.” I encourage you to read Psalm 
150 sometime. It’s only six verses, but has a powerful 
message towards worship. There is no written scripture 
that discusses singing on key, playing the right notes, and 
even getting all the words right. In music, it’s not a mis-
take…it’s creative arranging.  The Bible tells us to make a 
joyful noise.  

 If you have been thinking about joining the choir, 
or maybe the handbell ensemble or worship team, I en-
courage you to come and visit a rehearsal sometime. You 
do not have to read music to make a joyful noise. If you 
are not ready to visit a rehearsal just yet, please feel free 
to call me, email me, or pop by the church and visit. 
Sing Loud and Sing Proud. 
 
In Christ,  
James 

Youth News 

The youth attended Mid-Winter retreat 

at Glen Lake Camp in February.  It was a 

successful weekend and our youth left 

with a better understanding of how to focus on God in a 

blurry world. They were able to connect with other youth 

from all over our conference.  Thank you for your prayers 

and support!  We love our church family! 

 

 
 
 
 

FUMC Ennis will be hosting a 
Early Response Team (ERT) Training on 

March 21, 2020 from  9am-5pm 
 Deadline to sign up is March 15, 2020. 

 Additional Questions or Information please contact 
Carey Bryan 972.268.2076 or 

the Church Office at 972.875.7491 

We celebrate Richard 

Webb on his baptism on 

Sunday, February 2, 2020. 

Also,  immediately follow-

ing worship, he and his 

wife Nina renewed their 

wedding vows. 

Celebrations! 

Welcome to our 

newest member, 

Irene Dugger. 

Calling All Ladies! 

On March 22, 2020 we will be having our quarterly 

Ladies Luncheon.  The luncheon is for all ladies of the 

church and will be held in Memorial Hall immediately 

after worship.  Please mark your calendars to join us 

for lunch on that day. It will be a great time of good 

food and fellowship with all the ladies of the church! 

Menu 

Lasagna 

Salad 

Bread 

Banana pudding 

 

Ladies Bible Study 

A ladies Bible Study will begin on March 6, 2020. The Bible 

study will meet on Fridays at 6:30 pm in different ladies 

homes.  The study will last for 8 weeks, and will be using 

the book The Class Meeting.  The book  may be ordered 

from Amazon.  If you would like to attend this study or 

want more information, you may contact the church office 

at 972-875-7491, or you may contact Dana Collins. 

Youth Garage Sale 
The youth will begin receiving items on March 1st for our 

youth garage sale fundraiser. After spring cleaning, please con-

sider donating items to our youth to raise funds for youth and 

youth missions. Thank you!! 

Needed... 
We are in need of individually wrapped candy filled 

plastic  Easter eggs for our children’s egg hunt on 

Palm Sunday. You may bring your stuffed eggs to 

the office, or they may be put in a crate in the parlor. Thank 

you for your help with our egg hunt. 


