
The Messenger 

Dear Saints of Ennis, 

As I wade through the mountain of 

information about our local area and the local church related to the 

Covid-19 epidemic, I am grateful that our cooperation has begun to 

show fruit. The disease is still very present in our city and it has not 

become any less deadly, but our efforts to slow the spread have been 

effective and given our leaders time to develop plans to begin to 

emerge from our homes as safely as possible as we feel comfortable 

doing so. 

 Our congregation is made up of some drastically different 

perspectives and situations, and as such, there are a variety of 

opinions as to how we should proceed in the coming weeks. Some 

people are very frustrated that they are not allowed to come to 

church on Sundays. Some people will not feel safe leaving their house 

for weeks to come. Between those perspectives lie many more. Your 

leadership team is working hard to find a path to effective discipleship 

that can accommodate as many people as possible.  

As we begin to discuss plans for in-person worship, I want to 

make sure we do so without putting undue pressure on anyone who 

is not ready for public meetings. Social pressure has become expected 

in church, right? “Hey, why weren’t you at church on Sunday?” or, 

“Missed you at Sunday school last week.” We must be intentional to 

lay those accountability tools aside and allow people the space they 

need to make the choice that is best for them. You have my full 

blessing and encouragement to continue worshiping online as long as 

it takes for you to feel comfortable. Talk to your small group about 

how to stay connected with people who are not ready to meet in 

person yet. 
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From the Pastor... 

Church Events 

Monthly Newsletter of First United Methodist Church 

June 7, 2020 

300 N. Sherman St. 

Ennis, TX 75119 

• Every Sunday—Worship online at 
10:30 am. Connect via YouTube or 

Facebook / Children’s sermon with 

Pastor Alison immediately following 

on Facebook 

• Every Sunday—Youth on Zoom with 

Christen at 4:30 pm 

• Every Wednesday—”Midweek Check-

in” at 10 am via Facebook or YouTube 

• Every Wednesday—Bible Study with 
Dr. Larry Jinks at 5:30 pm via Face-

book 

• Every Wednesday— Children’s       
Ministry with Alison on Facebook Live 

at 5 pm 

• Every Wednesday—Youth on Zoom 

with Christen at 6 pm 

Kay Weathers has links set up on the 

fumcennis.org website on the Announce-

ments page for these weekly events.  

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel,  Bill Fullerton, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Edna Perkins, 
Jenna Heise, Nick White, Sandra & David Rasberry,  Lori Todd, Harriet Adams, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Joyce 
Reeve, Martha Newsome, Harriett Adams, Carol Brazier, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Cynthia Cavendar, Bri-
an Read, Michael Ratigan, Wilda Fisher, Marie Madill, Vanessa Kilgore, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John 
Cuellar, Wayne Winningham, Tex Kuehn, Charlene Ortiz, Beth Brooks,Evan Muir, Brian Read, Amanda Guth-
rie, Patsy Erickson, Bob Anderson, Carol Hopkins, Cynthia Cavendar, Jim and Paulette Collins, Thatcher Swan-
son, Family of Wendell Harrison (Father of Donna Montgomery), Bill Cox,  All affected by the Covid-19 Virus, 
First Responders, All Healthcare Workers                               

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon 

Lefler, Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 
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From the Pastor continued... 

Leadership teams have begun to discuss plans to begin to use 

our building again. I know it will be a joy to be together again soon, but 

please know there will be some element of the plan that no one will 

like but are legally and morally necessary. The only way to get back in 

our building is by cooperating fully with guidelines set by the Governor 

and enforced by the United Methodist Church, as well as our local Fire 

Marshal. The first phase of returning to our building will certainly 

include social distanced seating, wearing masks, and touchless 

temperature scans. If these conditions make you feel like your rights 

are being violated, or take all the joy out of coming back to worship, I 

strongly encourage you to continue worshiping from home. Our online 

congregation will be counted present in worship in the same box as 

those who attend in person. There is no need to feel any urgency to 

participate in person until you feel completely comfortable with your 

own safety, as well as the regulations we must follow. 

At this time, we are not ready to announce a return date or a 

full plan, but I encourage small groups to find a space outside the 

church building to gather as soon as you feel comfortable. We are 

working on plans to make safe gathering spaces available to our 

congregation, but there is still work to be done. In the meantime, the 

Holy Spirit of God is with you, Jesus has never forgotten you, the Word 

is available to you, and there are many ways to connect through our 

online worship and study events. Please be intentional about taking 

advantage of all these opportunities. I know the Lord has many 

blessings for us through these many means of grace.  

With Christ’s love, 

-Pastor Matt Bailey 

WANTED!!!  $STOCKHOLDERS$ 
 
Would you like to make an investment in our 
youth?  Here's your opportunity, the youth will 
continue selling stock through the month of 
June.   
Here's how it works: 
We will sell "stocks" to you, so that you can 
invest in the spiritual future of our youth.  We 
are building the leaders of tomorrow!  Stocks 
will be sold in $10 increments and those that 
purchase 20 shares ($200) or more will receive 2 
hours of work from the FUMC Youth (yard work, 
cleaning, etc...) to be scheduled at a later 
date.  All stockholders will be invited to the 
stockholders dinner that will be scheduled in the 
fall. This will be your opportunity to hear from 
our youth as they share their experiences and 
what being a part of the FUMC youth group 
means to them. 
 
What is expected of you the stockholder? 
1.  Prayer, Prayer, and more Prayer.  Please 
pray for our young people. 
2.  Take the time to interact with our students.  
3.  Attend and enjoy the stockholders dinner. 
 
If you would like to purchase stock, please 
contact Christen at jcclvick@aol.com or 214 498
-3093, call the church office at 972 875-7491 or 
send a check to 300 N. Sherman St. and mark it 
as youth stock with the number of shares that 
you would like to purchase.   

Music News…   

It would be an understatement to 

say that I miss my church family. I 

miss the singing of the choir and 

congregation each week. I miss 

the ringing of the Handbell Ensemble. I miss the 

fellowship.  As do many of you, I pray daily for 

an expedient return to the normal life.  

 One morning I was sitting, thinking, and 

praying to God to show me his plans for me. As 

I sat at the console of the beautiful sanctuary 

organ, I began thinking….then praying these 

simple words…”Be Thou My Vision”. This hymn 

is one of my favorite meditation and prayer 

hymns. For me, it is a time that I can open my 

heart to God for guidance, forgiveness, and re-

assurance. I immediately opened my United 

Methodist hymnal to #451, a page I know all to 

well. This page falls in a section of our hymnal 

that is labeled “prayer, trust, hope”. Wow. 

Three words that each heart, hurting or not, 

needs to hear. Our PRAYER to God to show us 

HIS plan for our life. A reminder to TRUST God’s 

plan. And the HOPE that one day we will know 

in our hearts that the will of God has been car-

ried out. No matter where we are at in our life, 

God is our strength, our light, and our salvation. 

Raise your voice in praise. Sing loud and proud, 

for you are a child of God.  

“Be Thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart 
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art 
Thou my best Thought, by day or by night 
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light 

Be Thou my Wisdom, and Thou my true Word 
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord 

Thou my great Father, I Thy true son 
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one 

Great God of heaven, my victory won 
May I reach Heaven's joys,  

O bright heaven’s Sun 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall 

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all” 
In Christ,  

James 

Youth News... 
Hi Church Family!   

Can you believe it is already June?  Summer is 

usually a very busy time for our youth.  We are usually 

preparing for our conference mission trip, Mission Ennis, 

youth activities, swim parties, VBS and so much more.  This summer is 

going to look a lot different from previous summers.  Even though our 

youth have had a lot of disappointments due to this challenging time, 

we are still staying connected and looking for opportunities to en-

courage and serve others.  We continue to meet weekly on Sundays 

at 4:30pm and Wednesdays at 6:00pm.  We read scripture, do devo-

tionals, pray, play games, check on each other and we even had our 

first Zoom talent show.  We have some very talented youth!   

Our focus over the past couple of months has been to look for 

the joy during challenging times like this and how we can find creative 

ways to “love our neighbor” from a safe distance.  Our young people 

have written encouraging notes, called to check on friends and loved 

ones and continue to look for ways to lift the spirits of others.  I love 

these youth and their hearts! 

This spring, we had a number of our youth apply to serve on 

the Conference Council for Youth Ministry for the 2020-2021 school 

year.  Six of our youth were selected to serve on this council and will 

be representing our church on the conference level.  I can’t even 

begin to tell you how proud I am of all of the students that applied.  

These young leaders will be part of the council that plans and leads 

our annual Mid-winter retreat in February that reaches hundreds of 

youth from all over our conference.  You should know that we will be 

represented well and I can’t wait to see how God will use these young 

leaders during this time.   

Please continue to lift up our youth in your prayers as they 

wrap up this school year and enter into the summer months during 

this unique time.  We will continue to lift all of you up in our prayers 

too!  Be well and know that we love and miss all of you.   

 “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstanc-

es; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”   1 Thessalonians 

5: 16-18 
The Church is still ALIVE!   
Christen 
Associate Lay Pastor 

Children's Day Out and  
Pre-kindergarten 

What a crazy spring semester we had.  So sad that our 
year ended in March.  We missed so many fun activities.  

Since we did not get to have our end of year graduation 
program we had a “Drive by" pick up.  It was great seeing 
the children and parents.  It wasn't the same as a big hug 
but it was “Social distancing".   

Our teachers were so excited to see the children. 

Thank you to our great teachers!  They are 
the biggest part of our program.  They 
love the children.  Can't wait to start back 
in September.  
We are registering for 2020-21 school 
year.  
Our email is CDO@fumcennis.org. 
I hope everyone has a great summer. 

CDO  and Pre-K Teachers 

 Thank you for your faithful giving. It continues 

to impact the Kingdom. A giving envelope is 

enclosed for your convenience.  
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