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Church Events 
Every Sunday– Both in person and 

online worship at 8:45 and 

10:30  

Every Sunday—Children’s Sermon 

on Facebook Live following 

10:30 worship  

Every Wednesday—”Midweek 

Check-in”–      10 am via 

Facebook and YouTube 

Every Wednesday—Children’s 

Ministry with Alison on 

Facebook Live at 5 pm  

Every Wednesday—Youth on Zoom 

with Christen at 6 pm 

July 19th—Kick off of “ Staycation” 

Bible School-Theme “Rocky 

Railway”  

300 N. Sherman St. 

Ennis, Texas 75119 

From the Pastor... 

Dear Saints of Ennis, 

As sit over my coffee at Hilda’s, the place where God’s glory dwells 

in Ennis, I am aware of how much has changed over the last several months. 

There are X’s on half the tables, no sugar caddies, plexi glass in front of the 

register, all in the hopes that people can eat a meal safely. There is no 

where I can go outside my home that has not been changed by State re-

quirements. Of all the places that have changed, I think the Church has 

changed the most. I want to thank you all for adapting to these changes so 

well. When we talked about focusing on online worship, I didn’t think we 

would get half of you connected through all the challenges of technology, 

but I could not have been more wrong. You fought through the challenges 

and we see very similar attendance numbers online as we did in person be-

fore Covid. As we have begun to worship in person again, you have all been 

wonderfully cooperative by wearing your mask and following seating guide-

lines. You have no idea how much your cooperation blesses your staff as we 

adapt to these changes as well. 

I continue to believe there is a greater formation of the Church at hand be-

yond our inconvenience. God is pushing us to think beyond our Sunday 

morning worship service as we make disciples. June 28th (Yesterday as I 

write this) was a significant day in the life of the greater Church in Ennis as 

the pastors and parishioners from across the city came together to ask the  

Continued inside... 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel,  Bill Fullerton, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Edna Perkins, 
Jenna Heise, Lori Todd, Joyce Reeve, Martha Newsome, Harriett Adams, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Cynthia 
Cavendar, Brian Read, Michael Ratigan, Wilda Fisher, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John Cuellar, Tex Kuehn,   
Patsy Erickson, Bob Anderson, Carol Hopkins, Jim and Paulette Collins, Bill Cox, Dennis Reno Jr., Earline Reese, 
Matthew Otts, Melissa Brown, Amanda Guthrie, Jim Harris, Chris Mecom, Michael Toby, Family of John 
Gracey, Family of Pat Thormallen,  All affected by the Covid-19 Virus, First Responders, All Healthcare Workers                               

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon 

Lefler, Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee,  Messenger editor 
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Y outh News... 
 

Happy July from the youth!! First, a big thank you to everyone that has purchased stock and 

invested in our youth. We will continue accepting stockholders through the summer, so if you haven’t had a 

chance to purchase stock, it’s not too late. They are $10 a share and if you purchase 20 shares or more, you 

will get 2 hours of youth labor to be scheduled at a later date. All stockholders will receive an invite to the stockholders 

appreciation dinner. 

The youth continue to meet via zoom on Sundays at 4:30 and Wednesday’s at 6:00pm. We will be trying something new this 

month and have a Painting with a Twist party that will be held via zoom. We look forward to meeting together again in person, 

but meanwhile we will continue to find fun virtual ways to stay connected. We continue to focus on loving our neighbor and 

look for ways to find joy and bless others during this interesting time. 

If you know of a youth in 7th-12th grade that would like to join us, please share their contact information with the church 

office and we will reach out to them. 

We love each of you and are so thankful for all of your support! 

Be blessed! 

Christen 

 

C hildren’s News 
 
 

It’s a summer like no other, but we are still 
about the mission of making disciples among 
our youngest!  We are continuing to offer a 
children’s time on the church’s Facebook page every Sunday 
following the second service, and we also have a story time on 
Wednesday nights at 5pm on FUMC Ennis Children’s Ministry 
Facebook page that sometimes offers a special craft.  For those 
in worship, there are children’s packets available to all chil-
dren.  I hope you are participating and sharing and growing in 
this distanced time together.  Though in-person worship has 
resumed, we do not yet have plans for in-person children’s 
ministry in order to provide the safest possible ministry for our 
kids and families.  We do, however, have plans for our FIRST 
EVER STAYCATION BIBLE SCHOOL!!! Just as we have been mak-
ing deliveries to our students this summer, we will also make a 
special stop for our “Rocky Railway: Jesus Pulls Us Through” 
Staycation Bible School.  Together we will journey  from our 
very own homes through our special deliveries and Facebook 
Lives as we learn more about the stories of our faith and how 
Jesus pulls us through these tough times.  This will start rolling 
out of the station July 19th, and we’ll hop aboard for a week of 
faith and fun!  If you are not already on our children’s ministry 
lists and would like to participate, please contact the church 
office or email me at alison.zollinger@fumcennis.org.  As al-
ways, I love you and miss you and pray you are staying healthy 
and safe!   

Blessings,  

Pastor Alison    

From the Pastor continued... 

Lord to break down the barriers we have placed be-

tween us. People from different races, denominations, 

and parts of town are growing in love for one another 

as we prayed and worshiped together. There was also 

heart felt repentance and crying out to God to heal 

the damage we have done in the Spirit by partici-

pating in the sins of pride, dissention, and racism. Our 

God is doing something truly amazing in our city. I 

again encourage you, don’t miss what God is doing. It 

would be the most heartbreaking loss of a generation 

to miss the revival God is bringing to our city because 

it happened outside the stained-glass windows. I’m 

sure God is sending a number of messages around the 

world through all this Covid related change, but I con-

tinue to believe the message to us is this: There is a 

world to disciple outside our walls. God is lifting our 

eyes from the things that have held our gaze to give 

us the opportunity to see what He is doing “out there” 

so we may be blessed to participate.  

Blessings and peace on you all! 

-Pastor Matt Bailey 

M usic News... 

In 1978, when I was just five years 

old the church my family attended 

purchased and installed a beautiful pipe organ in the sanc-

tuary of the church. I cannot remember what mesmerized 

me so much about that instrument, but I do remember 

looking at my aunt and telling her that “one day I will play 

that instrument.” Apparently, my aunt knew something I 

did not know. She immediately got me started taking piano 

lessons. For the next seven years I practiced daily, per-

formed in recitals, and even participated in competitions. 

This was great, but I wanted to be on the organ. In 1985, at 

the age of twelve, I finally got my chance to sit at an organ 

console. It was not the beautiful pipe organ of the church I 

grew up in, but another local church with a beautiful pipe 

organ in the sanctuary. I began lessons from a wonderful 

instructor, the late Fred Stroop. Fred was a feeble gentle-

man with a stutter. But he could teach. Fred always told me 

to make the organ sing, to play loud and with confidence, 

and to make a joyful noise. The first hymn I ever learned on 

the organ was the beautiful “My Jesus, I Love Thee.” Fred 

told me it was the easiest hymn to learn. In 1988, I played 

my first full worship service as a church organist. Fred’s 

health began to deteriorate, and he could no longer teach. I 

then returned to the church I grew up in and began lessons 

from the organist of the church. I took lesson for about a 

year. Life got busy, and I changed instructors again to be 

closer to my home. I kept in touch with Fred. He occasion-

ally gave me some pointers on playing. Those conversa-

tions became fewer and fewer.  A few years ago, Fred 

Stroop was called home to heaven.  

Recently, as I looked at hymns to arrange, I came 

across this hymn in the UMH. We have sung it for worship, 

so I decided to work on a meditation arrangement of the 

hymn. As I  began to brainstorm, my memories of Fred 

Stroop teaching me this hymn resurfaced. My thoughts of 

a meditational hymn now turned to a meditation and fan-

fare arrangement, remembering what Fred had told me 

about making the organ sing joyfully. In the future, my ar-

rangement will be performed in the sanctuary of FUMC 

Ennis, a church home for many. I encourage you to listen 

to this beautiful hymn. YouTube has several arrangements 

available. Sing loud and proud….even from home!!! 

 

In Christ,  

James  

Thank You! 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Rosemary Washburn for her generous contribution 

to the Children and Youth ministries of our church.  

This donation was made in loving memory of her 

husband, Don Washburn. Thank you again for your  

continued support of our children and youth!  

Children's Day Out and               
Pre-kindergarten 

Hope everyone is having a great summer. 

We are all having fun “Social distancing” and 
trying to stay home and healthy. 

We still have a few spaces in all of our classes. 
Our email is CDO@fumcennis.org. 

Reminder, if your child is in one our three year 
old classes or Pre-Kindergarten they have to be 
potty trained. 

Hope everyone has a great July and fun summer. 

Dee 

mailto:alison.zollinger@fumcennis.org

