
 

                                      
 
 
Friday, February 7, 2020 
 
Dear Ennis Saints, 
 
               For those of you sticking with our Bible reading plan, you endured a lot this week! Well done good 
and faithful servant. The book of Leviticus is full of information that is not directly applicable to the new 
covenant, but there are some valuable nuggets buried in the details. As the book of Hebrews teaches, the 
old covenant was fulfilled and replaced with a better one with the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
But in reading the old covenant we understand many spiritual principles that the new covenant is built on. 
While the New Testament covenant is new, the reality in which that covenant exists is the same. As you 
power through the chapters of procedure and law you will see, if you pay close attention, that the reason for 
these sacrifices is “That the glory of the Lord may appear to you”. In 17:11 we learn that the life of a 
creature is in the blood and it is by the blood that atonement for sins is made. This is very helpful in 
understanding what the Son of God accomplished through the cross. In the blood of Jesus was the very life 
of God. Half of Jesus’ DNA was literally contributed by the Holy Spirit. When His blood was shed on the 
altar of the cross it was a great and powerful sacrifice indeed. 
 
               When we get to Joshua many have difficulty understanding all the battles and death. God prepares 
us for this in Leviticus chapter 18. He says because of the many unholy acts of incestual sexual immorality 
by the people in the land of Canaan, the land itself is fed up with the curses brought upon it and will vomit 
them out (Lev 18:24). I still find all the death and battle a difficult read, but God does not lay down His 
righteousness when He brings judgment on sin. We must remember that our calling on earth in this new 
covenant is always peace, reconciliation, forgiveness, and love. 
 
               I want to thank everyone in our church for your willingness to endure the recent changes in the 
worship format. We have been getting some good feedback and constructive ways we can do better and we 
are implementing your ideas each week to make sure worship is as engaging as it can possibly be for all 
generations of God’s people. I want to give a special thanks to the choir. They have had to put in a lot of 
extra work and focus to learn these new songs and participate as part of the whole praise team. The choir is 
a vital part of our plan to make worship engaging for all people and they are putting in the work to make that 
happen. Tell a choir member you appreciate them this week! I know I do. And give James a pat on the back 
when you see him as well. We only pay James to play the organ. All the other 487 things you see him do he 
does for the Lord and as a service to all of us. He has been vital in leading the choir, hand bells, designing 
the bulletin, doing security checks, and much more. We have some great folks on our team! 
 
Blessings upon your week! 
 
Pastor Matt Bailey 

 


