
 

 

 
Happy Friday Saints! 

 
As we finish Numbers this week, we can celebrate that we started this study on a 
leap year, which means we get Feb 29th off! I also noticed something that never 

caught my eye before. When Israel wiped out the Midianites, Balaam son of Beor was 
killed. I was surprised because I have always been a fan of Balaam. He resisted the 
temptation of glory and riches from king Balak and blessed Israel, enraging the 

Moabite king. He obeyed the Lord! Surely this was one of the “good guys” right? But 
this situation was apparently more complex than good guys and bad guys. Balaam 
was a prophet who heard from the Lord. That is a bit of a redundant statement. The 

only reason he was called a prophet was because he spoke the words he heard from 
God (And probably a few demons as well, given the culture he was born into). So 
when Balak asked Balam to curse Israel as a prophet, Balaam could not because he 

heard the true words of God. It would have done no good to speak a curse God did 
not back up. Plus, the angel had already made it clear to Balaam that disobedience 
would cost him his life. So while I love the blessings Balaam spoke over Israel, it 

seems he was just functioning out of necessity as a prophet, not out of a love for God 
or for righteousness. Elsewhere in scripture it says that Balaam was instrumental in 
tempting Israel to whore with the daughters of Moab in chapter 25. So after he spoke 

blessing over them, he also worked toward their downfall and was killed by the very 
people he blessed. 

 
Sometimes it is nice when scripture is simple, but I also find the complexity of the 
God-human relationship fascinating. In this story, I learned that not everyone God 

uses for good is really on God’s side. Often, God can use worldly or downright evil 
people for his good purpose. And I don’t mean he brings good out of their terrible 
acts. Sometimes evil people can be inspired to do good things. But this is not our goal 

as Christians. We don’t want to be evil people who are occasionally used for good, as 
if this will be the source of our mercy before the judgment seat. We want to be people 
who are fully forgiven, sanctified, and made holy from the inside out. We want to be 

people who operate out of a life changed by grace, and a love that is produced by the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within us. 
           

Lord let it be so among us. Let us not be satisfied to only be tools in your hand, but to 
be a people changed by your love, changing our world through the power of your 
grace. 

 
Blessings on your weekend! 
 

-Pastor Matt Bailey 
 

 


