
 

 

 

Friday, February 14, 2020 
 
As we finished Leviticus this week in our daily reading, I realized I had never 
given the last chapter any attention. Maybe I had never really read it before. 
It is possible, that by the time I got the end of Leviticus I was doing a little 
too much “holy skimming” and missed it. But this last chapter of the 
Levitical law is where the concept of redemption is developed. That is one of 
those words we throw around in Christian theology but I’m not sure we fully 
understand it’s use in the old covenant. The theme of redemption is 
common in old hymns and contemporary music alike. I was just preparing a 
song for the halftime kids that says “We’re free, forever we’re free. Come 
join the song of all the redeemed”. The Hymn There’s a Fountain Filled with 
Blood says “Ever since by faith I saw the stream thy flowing wounds supply, 
redeeming love has been my theme and shall be till I die”. 
               The concept of redemption is developed in Leviticus 27 and is a 
matter of practicality in the law. Sometimes people would dedicate 
something for use in the temple. It might be people, as in the case of Samuel 
who was given into the service of the temple as a young boy, or it might be 
an animal or property or anything you might imagine donating to a ministry. 
Sometimes people would find themselves wanting to “undedicated” what 
had been given to the service of the temple. Maybe their prize bull died and 
they needed their old one back. Who knows? Whatever the case, the Lord 
allowed you to give the value of your gift in silver, plus a little extra, and take 
back whatever had been given to God. This is the Old Testament 
understanding of the concept of redemption. Commit something, change 
your mind, buy it back with money. So why would we use that word to talk 
about what Jesus did for us? In what way is Jesus our redeemer in that Old 
Testament sense of the word? 
While the Israelites were giving something to be used in a holy ministry, 
when we commit sin and acts of rebellion, we commit ourselves to the 
service of the enemy. While I fully believe in our free will, once we make sin 
a habit it tends to get a power over us that is not easily shaken. If, for 



example, I commit slander once and say, “I really don’t like how that felt, I 
don’t want to do that anymore” I could probably stop fairly easily. But if I 
give myself to slander and come into agreement with it and use it as a tool 
for my own benefit against others, that agreement acts very much like a 
contract in the spirit. And once the Devil has you under contract it’s as 
binding as a printer lease. But I know I have found myself in a place where I 
realize my agreements with the Devil were not a good deal at all and want 
out of them. But the redemption price of sin is one I cannot pay with a few 
pieces of silver. It is my very life that is owed. 
               This is when I realize the glory of my Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 
When I gave myself over to sin and made all manner of agreements with the 
enemy, Jesus never left me. When I realized I made a bad deal and tried to 
take back my life by my own power, Jesus was by my side as I struggled. 
And when I finally came to the cross to see if there was anything Jesus 
could do for me, He amazed me by giving His life in place of my own to 
satisfy the terms of the bad deals I made. When I go to the cross of Christ 
and confess the agreements I have made with sin, His blood is given in 
place of mine and my deal with the Devil is complete. I am quite literally 
purchased by the blood of Jesus out of the hands of my enemy. 
               As we enter into Lent, I invite you to take inventory of the bad deals 
you have made. Ask Jesus to bring them to mind. Where the ancient 
Israelites would take back their gifted animal and leave a gift of silver on the 
altar in its place, when we come to the altar of Jesus Christ we leave behind 
our sin, He pays the price, and gives us back our hearts and souls made 
new. I encourage you to take advantage of your invitation and be set free. 
 
Blessings upon your week! 
 
Pastor Matt Bailey 

 

 


