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From the Pastor... 

Church Events 
• Dec 6

th
  -Church Conference 

following worship 

• Dec 11
th

 – North Texas Food 

Bank 9 am—12 pm 

• Dec 13
th

 – Angel Tree gifts due. 

Volunteers needed to help sort 

gifts for Angel tree after 

worship 

• Dec 14
th

  - Deadline to order 

Poinsettias  

• Dec 24
th -

 Carols, Candles, and 

Communion @ 5 pm and 6:30 

pm 

• Dec 29
th

—Red Cross Blood 

Drive in FLC from 8 am—2 pm 

• Jan 6
th 

— Bible Study with 

Pastor Matt @ 10:30 am in 

person or online 

Dear Saints of FUMC Ennis, 

2020 has been quite the experience. I want to thank you who 

have endured to the end for your continued support of your local 

Methodist Church. This year held a perfect storm of everything that 

would make church members run for the hills, but you have endured. 

Through learning new technology, being flexible with safety procedures in worship, and find-

ing new ways to connect to your small groups you have endured. And because you have en-

dured, your church has endured as well. I continue to believe this season of testing and prun-

ing has been necessary to produce fruit in the season that is to come.  

I have no way to know if a turn of the calendar will mean a change in our circumstances, but 

there will be many new opportunities to Make Disciples Who Make a Difference. New leaders 

and new staff bring new ideas and energy. I want to tell you about several of our new leaders 

in key positions.  

Ad Council Chair – David Canady. David has a passion for finding a path to greater 

fruitfulness. 

Lay Leader – Robert Collins is a man of boundless energy and great conviction who wants 

to see deeper discipleship and holiness. 

SPRC Chair – Donna Montgomery (Pending a vote but running unopposed) has shown a 

remarkable ability to bring peace into every conversation. She has become a trusted 

advisor and I know she will be a blessing. 

Finance – Cathy Stacks is going to offer her church yet another bonus year of leadership, 

blessing us greatly. She will be teaching Nina Webb our financial procedures so Nina 

can fill the role of chair in 2022.  

Trustees – Adan Casas has graciously agreed to lead the Trustees another year, and is 

doing a great job! 

The rest of the leadership chart should have already been shared over email and posted in 

the office hallway. For now, give these leaders your sincere thanks for giving of their time and 

energy to lead us! 

With Christ’s Love, 

-Pastor Matt Bailey 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Jenna Heise, Lori Todd, Joyce Reeve, 
Martha Newsome, Harriett Adams, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Michael Ratigan, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John 
Cuellar, Tex Kuehn,  Bob Anderson, Carol Hopkins,  Bill Cox, Chris Mecom, Daphne Chambless, Kendall Schanfish, Chad 
Marshall, Mari Hillger, Aundre Chavez, Julia Brown, Cindy Cavender, Amanda Guthrie, Tom Abram, Paul Lovelace, Edna 
Perkins,  Tina Gibson, Dale Marusak, Michael Riley, Kathryn Wall, Patsy Hodge, Jason Morse, Linda Lewis, Robert Atwood, 
Family of Van Fowler,  All affected by the Covid-19 Virus, First Responders, All Healthcare Workers, Prayers for our Nation                             

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival, Jake Gaston 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon 

Lefler, Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee,  Messenger editor 
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 A Letter From Christen… 
Happy December Church Family! 

2020 is almost behind us and a New Year is coming!  I pray that you have grown closer to Christ during this very 
challenging year and have made many happy memories along the way.  Even though 2020 has been a year full of 
change, I want to remind you what God says in Malachi 3:6, “For I am the Lord, I change not.”  Isn’t that comforting?  
With all of the changes, there is one thing that cannot change—GOD.  This includes His great love for us.  This is certainly 
something to celebrate and be thankful for every day.   
Last Wednesday during our youth time, the youth and I took a moment to write a thank you note to God and express to Him 
how thankful we are for all that He does for us.  I would like to challenge each of you to write a thank you note to God as 
well.  Thank Him for the challenges, thank Him for the blessings, and thank Him for all things big and small in your life.  Just 
take time to thank Him!   
When you really stop and think about it, we can find things to thank God for in every moment of every day.  Even when we 
are in the middle of a trial, God has given us breath.  When I wrote my thank you note to God, I thanked Him for many 
things, including each of you and how you have blessed my life over the past 7 years that I have been on the Pastoral Team 
at FUMC Ennis.  You see, each of you have played a very important part in my life whether you realize it or not.  Countless 
friends, mentors, teachers, many adopted grandparents, quite a few that have encouraged my shenanigans, and I even 
learned how to make jam.  I could go on and on, but each of you have made an impact on my life and will always have a very 
special place in my heart.   
The children and youth have been a huge blessing in my life as well.  I refer to them as my kids because that’s how much I 
love them, just as if they are my own children.  You should know that Momma Bear Christen would fight for these young 
people in an instant if a problem arose, that’s what mommas do!  I have loved serving alongside these young people and 
watching them grow into the young men and women that God has called them to be.  I pray that you will continue to sup-
port and love our children and youth in the days to come.   
For those of you who do not know, my last day at FUMC Ennis is December 20th.  God has given me the opportunity to con-
tinue to do ministry in the City of Ennis as the Ennis CARES Coordinator for the City of Ennis.  I am super excited to be a part 
of what God is doing in this City and love that we all get to be a part of it!       
I thank God for my time at FUMC Ennis and that He had our paths cross to form special relationships with amazing people 
like you.  As this chapter closes and another one opens, I will continue to love and pray for each of you and the ministries of 
FUMC.   
As things continue to change in the world around us, be thankful and find peace in knowing that God and His great love for 
you is constant and will not change.   
See you around town! 
Love Ya! 
Christen 

Dear Kiddos and families,  
What an exciting time of year it is as we begin to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, and this year I think we all 
anxiously anticipate something joyous, but first we enter into a season of Advent.  In Advent we wait.  Advent 
begins 4 Sundays before Christmas, and we are reminded to wait and anticipate and hope for the hope, love , joy, and peace 
of Christ!  In this time we are reminded of the promised, prophesied Savior of the world that people waited for many years… 
and we still anticipate today Christ’s coming again!  Let us enter into this holy time with great anticipation that God contin-
ues to be with us in Emmanuel through the Holy Spirit, and we wait for Christ to come again, even this year, into our hearts 
and lives in powerful ways.   
I also want to take a moment to say what a blessing it has been to be able to be in ministry with each of you this year.  I wish 
we could have spent more time together in person, but it’s  just been a crazy year.  Please know you have been in my pray-
ers, and I have missed all your smiling faces!  Due to the extenuating circumstances regarding COVID-19 and my own health 
concerns, I have resigned my position as Pastor of Children’s and Family Ministry at the end of the year.  My hope and my 
prayer is that with this decision, the church will be able to find someone who can be in ministry with you regardless of deci-
sions to be in person or virtual.  As my health allows, I do hope to see you in worship again soon, and you will continue to be 
in my heart and in my prayers.  I offer to all of you the blessing from Numbers 6:24-26… 
“May the Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you.  The Lord lift up His 
countenance upon you, and give you peace.”   
Blessings,  
Alison Zollinger, Pastor of Children’s and Family Ministry, FUMC Ennis 

A Letter from Alison... 

Music News... 
It is hard to imagine Christmas is just around the corner. Over the last 
few weeks, I have been planning the Advent service as well as the 
Christmas Eve services and having to look at it from a whole new per-
spective. At this time, all services are being planned as in person wor-
ship as well as via Facebook Live and YouTube Live. This year will be different due to 
Covid-19. As of writing my article, FUMC has planned two Christmas Eve services filled 
with Christmas carols, scripture, lighting of candles, communion, and a message from 
Pastor Matt. What will make these services different is that some of the scriptures will 
be read by families from their homes. Others will read from the sanctuary. Our Sunday 
morning services will have Christmas carols as well as Advent liturgy read from the 
sanctuary as well as from FUMC families at home. It will be a new experience for all of 
us. But it is important to remember what Christmas is truly all about. On Sunday, De-
cember 20th, we will have a time of Christmas carols. The Handbell Ensemble will per-
form three selections for the prelude and the Chancel Choir will sing a favorite choral 
piece ”Christmas Grace.” I pray that from a pew, a couch, or a recliner that you are 
blessed by this Sunday and join in the singing of the carols. Music is a free medicine 
that heals the hurting heart and soul and brings peace and comfort to our lives. Sing 
loud and proud church family!!! 
In Christ,  James  

 
 
 

 
Wish Tree 

Merry Christmas!! 
It is December and Christmas is 

 right around the corner.  Our CDO & Pre-K  
“Wish Tree” is virtual this year. We are always in  

need of Play doh, sidewalk chalk, dolls, cars, picture  
books, tricycles and many other things. You can purchase 
any item and drop them off at church.  Or you can add a 

“Wish Tree” donation to your child’s tuition. 
Our Christmas parties will be Thursday, December 17.   

                          We want to wish  
everyone a  

Merry Christmas!!  
 

Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 

A Blue Christmas 

Are you hurting inside and feel like all is lost? Are 

you lonely and longing for someone who under-

stands and for a place to belong?  

We understand that the Holiday Season can be hard 

for those whose hearts are hurting. We want you to 

know that you are not alone. 

Please join us for a quiet and comforting worship 

service for those who are suffering this 

Christmas season. 

Friday—September 18th from 6-7 pm 

First United Methodist Church of Ennis 

300 N. Sherman –972-8975-7491 

Covid Safety Measures 

Masks required, Building Sanitized 

Temps taken at door, 6 ft. spacing Angel Tree 
Christmas is right around the corner and we are looking forward to 

having our Prison Ministry Angels, IOOF Angels and Bus Ministry 

Angels on our Angel Tree.  If you would like to adopt an angel, you 

can select one off of one of the trees in the parlor or call the church 

office and we can get one to you.  If you are not comfortable going 

to stores to shop for an Angel, you could shop online or make a do-

nation and we can do the shopping for you.  All Angel gifts need to 

be returned to the church by Sunday morning, Dec. 13th.  Thank 

you for supporting this ministry and showing love to these Angels! 

Toys for Tots! 

 FUMC will be helping collect toys for Toys for Tots 

this year.  This is such an easy way to bless children 

in our community.  Simply bring a new unwrapped 

toy to the church office by Dec. 14th, or place it in 

the Toys for Tots collection box outside of the sanc-

tuary.   

Carols, Candles, and  
Communion 

Join us on Christmas Eve at either 5 
pm or 6:30 pm for our Christmas Eve 

service. You may worship either in 
person or online.  

North Texas Food Bank 
The North Texas Food Bank will be 

at Veterans Park from 9 am—12 

pm on December 11th.  

Blood Drive—Dec. 29th 

The Red Cross blood drive will be 

held in FLC .  You must register 

online at redcrossblood.org. 


