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Church Events 

• Every Sunday—In Person Sunday 

School @ 9:15 am 

• Every Sunday – In Person and 

Online worship @ 10:30 am 

• Every Sunday – Children’s 

Sermon on Facebook Live 

following worship 

• Every Wednesday  – “Midweek 

Check-in” @ 10 am on Facebook 

and YouTube 

• Every Wednesday—  Children’s 

Ministry with Pastor Alison @ 5 

pm on Facebook Live  

• Every Wednesday— Youth on 

Zoom with Christen at 6 pm 

• Every Wednesday—Bible  

Study with Dr. Larry Jinks @ 5:30 

on Facebook Live and in person 

For the latest updates on times and 

in person events, please check our 

website at fumcennis.org or call the 

church office at 972-875-7491 

From the Pastor… 

The Halfway Point 

Dear Saints of Ennis, 

Our Administrative Council met Sunday, Aug 2nd, 

and found solutions to a number of topics our church needed answers on. 

Before I get into those details, I want to say how proud I am of how everyone 

conducted themselves at that meeting. We had several issues on the table 

that had the potential to cause division, but leaders were very respectful of 

one another and we found solutions that work. Communicating and coordi-

nating with leadership has been the most challenging part of Covid for me. I 

cannot express how supported I felt watching our leaders come together and 

solve these complicated and interwoven issues together. To all of you in lead-

ership, thank you for sticking with us during this season of testing in the 

Church. 

 Starting August 9th, FUMC Ennis will reopen in person worship with 

one service at 10:30am. Online worship will continue to be a major focus for 

Sunday morning and I strongly encourage you to worship from home if you 

feel in any way unsafe coming to church. We will continue the temperature 

checks, social distancing, sanitation and mask requirements for in-person 

worship. Sunday school rooms will be open starting August 9th at 8:30am to 

give plenty of time for class marshals, appointed by your class, to coordinate 

a safe meeting space. Class marshals will be responsible for ensuring the class 

meets within state and church guidelines, such as social distancing between 

households, masks, temperature scans, and sanitation of all frequently 

touched surfaces. It would be very helpful if your class could invest in a 

touchless temperature scanner. 

PRAYER CONCERNS:  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel,  Bill Fullerton, Carolyn Brewer, Alex Campbell, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Jenna Heise, 
Lori Todd, Joyce Reeve, Martha Newsome, Harriett Adams, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark, Cynthia Cavender, 
Michael Ratigan, Wilda Fisher, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John Cuellar, Tex Kuehn, Bob Anderson, Carol 
Hopkins,  Bill Cox, Matthew Otts, John Otts,  Melissa Brown, Amanda Guthrie, Jim Harris, Chris Mecom,  
Michael Toby, Allen and Wanda Brown, Daphne Chambless, Thomas Shoemake, Kendall Schanfish, 
Peggy Collins, Greg Crow, Chad Marshall, Andrew Webster, Josh Ramos, Mari Hillger and 
all affected by the Covid-19 Virus, First Responders, All Healthcare Workers                               

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake 

Kuehn, Tyler Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry, Jacob Anderson, Chad Percival 

 

LOCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Tim Birdwell, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, Jacob Yrlas, Dennis Reno, Marty Nelson 

 

PRAYER CHAIN: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon 

Lefler, Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee,  Messenger editor 
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From the Pastor continued... 

Other items of note from the meeting are:  we will 

be moving forward with opening CDO, putting a new 

roof on the building, and installing the acoustics so-

lution in the FLC. We also voted Adan Casas and Da-

vid Canady as trustees to fill some vacant spots until 

the end of the year.  

 I will echo Marty Nelson’s assessment that 

we are about halfway through this epidemic. We 

may experience both better and worse days in the 

meantime, but I encourage you to continue to keep 

your eyes on Jesus and take advantage of every 

available opportunity to grow in God. None of His 

grace or presence can be hindered by anything of 

this world, not even a global pandemic. I am not just 

saying religious words to make you feel better. I 

deeply believe this to be true and valuable advice. 

Please join me in continuing to chase after the Lord.  

Blessings on your walk with Him, 

-Pastor Matt Bailey 

Y outh News … 

Hey, Howdy and Hello from the youth!! We have had a lot of fun through our Sunday and 
Wednesday Zoom meetings. We continue to look for ways to love our neighbor. We recently 

painted rocks to leave in our neighborhoods for someone to find and make them smile. Last Sunday we 
tried something new and had a virtual youth paint party instructed by the talented Nancy Hancock. The youth absolutely 
loved it and you should know that we have some very talented young people. Each painting was so unique! Check out the 
pictures at fumcennis.org.  
We are also excited about this next Sunday, August 9th. For the first time since March, we will meet for youth Sunday 
School. We will be social distanced, wearing masks, temperatures checked, sanitize our hands frequently and won’t have 
our usual food and morning beverages, but we will be together! This is only if parents are comfortable with their child 
meeting for in person Sunday School. Our Sunday 4:30 youth fellowship and Wednesday 6:00 youth devotional time will 
continue to be on zoom for now. Yes, we will take all precautions and follow guidelines, but just being together on Sunday 
mornings will be amazing!! 
Be blessed and know that you are loved! 

Christen- 

Associate Lay Pastor 

Music News... 

Recently while working in my office planning up-

coming worship services, I came upon a song title 

that stumped me for a few minutes. Honestly, I did 

not look up this song, but I did ponder the title 

“How Can I Keep from Singing?” I got to thinking about the defini-

tion of music. The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines music as 

“the science or art of ordering tones or sounds in succession, in 

combination, and in temporal relationships to produce a compo-

sition having unity and continuity.” It also had a definition that 

had me scratching my head a little…the second definition was 

”an agreeable sound.” In my many years of music, I have heard 

music that is agreeable, and heard music that is less agreeable 

and dissonant. What keeps us from raising our voices, tapping 

our feet, clapping our hands in praise and joy? Fear? Embarrass-

ment? The truth is that in times like now when the world is up-

side down, hatred is running ramped, and loving our neighbor 

seems to be lost we need music more than ever. Music is a spice 

of life. Without music life is dull and flavorless. Whether you 

believe it or not, you are an instrument of God spiritually and 

musically.  

My hymn pick for August is “Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus. 

This hymn was written by a young mother who lost her husband 

in a drowning accident. In one of the darkest hours of her life, 

Louisa M.R.Stead proclaimed “’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus…

and I know that Thou art with me, wilt be with me to the end. 

Remember in these complicated times of uncertainty that God is 

with each if us every breath of our life. Sing loud and proud 

church family, and NEVER let anything keep you from singing 

your praise.  

In Christ,  
James   

Children’s News... 

Dear kids and families and church family, 
Wow this summer has really flown by!  
I’m so glad some of you were able to join 
us for Rocky Railway Staycation Bible School, and I 
hope you all enjoyed the goodies in your home kits 
as well as learned from the story Bible inserts and 
coloring pages.  As we enter into August, a new 
school year, and still learning this new normal, we 
are going to go back to the beginning and start in 
Genesis and work through our story Bible together as 
we see the larger picture of the individual stories…. 
Stories that all point to God’s love for all!  We will 
continue to do children’s time following the 10:30 
worship service (on the church Facebook page), and 
Wednesday nights at 5pm we will gather for Bible 
stories on the FUMC Ennis Children’s Ministry Face-
book page.  August kits and Back to School packs will 
be arriving on your doorstep early August, and 
please know that I am praying with and for all of you 
as school returns (whether you are learning in school 
or at home).  Let’s make this a great year, knowing 
that Jesus’ power will pull us through! Trust Jesus! 
(as we learned in VBS).    
Blessings,  
Pastor Alison 
Pastor of Children’s Ministry 

 

Hello Church Family. 

My name is Alexander Pierce and I am an Eagle Scout candi-

date for Troop 210 sponsored by the Ennis First United 

Methodist Church. In order to achieve my Eagle Scout goal I 

am required to complete a community project that benefits 

an organization/public institution. This year I have chosen at 

the request of the EISD Lion Tennis center, to plan and con-

struct a Flagstone player seating area to be used by the 

community and players. The budget for the project is ap-

proximately $2000 and will be completed by me and my 

fellow Scout volunteers. 

Any financial or material donations would be greatly Appre-

ciated. I would love to come talk with you about my project 

but given the certain pandemic I understand that may not 

be possible. If you would like to talk with me about the pro-

ject please let me know. If you would like to make a finan-

cial donation please make a check payable to boy Scout 

troop 210 and sent to me at 3102 Gleneagles here in Ennis. 

Or you can drop it off at Ennis State Bank in the care of Julie 

Pierce. 

Thank you to this wonderful church and 
God Bless. 
 Sincerely, 
Alex Pierce 

 

Join us on August 26th from 6-8pm 

for a church-wide end of summer 

event!  We will have the Kona Ice Truck set up in the 

north parking lot for everyone to drive thru and enjoy a 

complimentary sno cone to go!  All are welcome and 

we can’t wait to see you!   

Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 
 

I hope everyone has had a great summer. 
Now that August is here it is time to start 

thinking about CDO and Pre-K.  
Our first day of school is Tuesday, September 8, 2020. 

Meet the Teacher will look a little different this year with a 
drive thru event on August 26th from 4-6pm in the north 
parking lot.  As a special treat, we will be serving Kona Ice!  
Come and meet your teacher and enjoy a sno cone!  Please 

watch for more “back to school” emails! 
Make sure everyone has our correct email address 

CDO@FUMCEnnis.org 
This school year will look different but we are going to have 

a lot of fun.  Can’t  wait to see all of the children. 
Enjoy the rest of your summer!! 

                                       Dee 

Can you Hear Me? How about now? What did you say? Could you 
speak up!! 

Hopefully in the coming months these phrases will be a thing of the 
past in our Family Life Center. We have selected a contractor VSL Pro 
LLC and have a plan to solve the acoustics problem in our Family Life 
Center. This company is a faith-based company with a history of church 
projects. They have many references in the DFW area, including large 
churches and restaurants. 

Our solution includes a few parts: 

Wall System- They will use a wall system that conceals acoustic 
panels behind a tensioned fabric sheet. This gives a clean, smooth 
look and allows them to trim around windows, lights, ac registers 
etc. It also gives us almost total coverage (90-95%) of our upper 
wall areas with acoustic absorbing materials.  

Ceiling- The ceiling will be covered with a pigmented spray foam. 
Everyone we spoke to agreed that our large ceiling area was our 
main point of concern. As an added benefit it also increases the 
insulation value of our roof, a savings for us on heating/cooling 
bills long term. It will not cover the wooden beams, only the sheet-
rock surfaces. 

Lighting- as they handle lighting in house, they will install LED 
lights in the existing ceiling fixtures as they go, so we will no longer 
have issues with the ceiling lighting.  

Our project cost estimate is $71,855.09, of which we already have 
almost 40% in dedicated funds. We are now asking you, our con-
gregation to help us complete this important project for our 
church. During the month of August we will be accepting dona-
tions to help us reach our goal of funding this project. You can 
mark your donations “Acoustics” and use the usual means to deliv-
er them, mail, electronic, or in person.  

We are very close to having this project funded and com-
pleted. I hope you will join us in helping to make our FLC a 
place inviting for worship, meetings, and social distancing by 
donating to the “Acoustics” Fund! 

Thank you, 
Jared Rudd, Lay leader 

http://fumcennis.org/
mailto:CDO@FUMCEnnis.org

