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P rayer Concerns  

FUMC Ennis, Pat Reel,  Bill Fullerton, Calvin Collins, Alex Campbell, Danny Miller, Ellen Earles, Mike Elliott, Edna Perkins, 
Jenna Heise, Nick White, Sandra & David Rasberry,  Lori Todd, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Joyce Reeve, Tommy James, Martha 

Newsome, Carol Honza,   Harriett Adams, Carol Brazier, Nancy Vorderkunz, Trevor Daniels, Tommy Clark,  Brian Read, Michael Rati-
gan, Wilda Fisher, Marie Madill, Vanessa Kilgore, Sandy Anderson, Gary Fincher, John Cuellar, Wayne Winningham, Brad Jones, Tex 
Kuehn, Familyh of Mary Caldwell, Gene Romsos, Charlene Ortiz, Beth Brooks, Evan Muir, Brian Read, Family of Calvin Collins, Fami-
ly of Sara Eisenwine Jonassen, Amanda Guthrie, Amy and Oliver Senn, All Healthcare Workers and First Responders                              

 

MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr., Brody Bennett, Drake Kuehn, Tyler 

Rodgers, Jacob Rasberry 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton (retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman, Jacob Yrlas 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org , Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Senior Pastor; Christen Vick, Associate Lay Pastor; Rev. Alison Zollinger, Children’s Ministry Pastor; Shannon Lefler, 

Office Administrator; Dee Keever, Director of Children’s Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee, Messenger editor 

Making Disciples Who Make a Difference 

Christ is Still Risen 

 This year, Holy Week is going to take on an unusually 

somber tone. Easter is a major tradition in American culture, 

and the foundational holiday of the Christian faith. But this 

year, we will not be able to gather together in our bright colors 

and sing songs of victory and celebration because Jesus is risen 

from the dead (We will do those things, just not gathered to-

gether). The best estimates from the CDC right now say we will 

hit the peak of the infection curve on Easter Sunday. I wonder 

if that is not the Lord telling us, “you are doing the right thing, 

even though it is hard.” Not gathering on Easter Sunday will be 

the single most impactful thing we do to end this pandemic. I 

will be grieving, but in solidarity with you on April 12th, Easter 

Sunday as we celebrate the Resurrection over our live stream. 

 In the mean-time, please know that Jesus Christ is ris-

en! He has been for two thousand years no matter how many 

people are in church on Easter Sunday, or what they wear, or 

what songs they sing, or how bad the sermon is, Jesus has 

been risen this whole time! Jesus sits at the right hand of the 

Father, in a resurrected, eternal, human body. He is actively 

involved in our daily lives through His Spirit, and not even a 

global pandemic can change that in the slightest. 

 In times like these I find the tone Jesus takes in 

Matthew 19 and Luke 21 very comforting, though the 

subject matter is unsettling. “You will hear of wars and 

rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed”, Jesus 

says in Matthew. And in Luke, “Nation will rise against 

nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 

great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 

pestilences”. But if you read both chapters, Jesus is not 

focusing on the disasters. He is focused on the greater 

work at hand. In Luke, Jesus says all these things will be 

an opportunity to share our faith while the world is 

trembling in fear. And in both accounts Jesus is leading 

the disciples to endure past these “birth pains”, as they 

are necessary to get to His glorious return when we get 

to see Jesus the Risen Lord in person again.  

 I encourage you to endure, just as Jesus did with 

His disciples. I know the Lord loves our traditions that 

honor Him, but sometimes God has a greater work to do 

that requires our traditions be set aside for a time. Jesus 

is Risen, He is still very near, and I truly believe that even 

these difficult times are very much in His hands.  

With Christ’s love, 

Pastor Matt Bailey 

http://www.fumcennis.org/


Y 
outh News 

 

This has been an interesting 

time for our youth. We have 

been challenged, like everyone else, to find new and crea-

tive ways to stay connected. We continue to meet on Sun-

days at 4:30pm for youth fellowship and on Wednesdays at 

6:00pm for a devotional and fellowship. We meet via Zoom 

and have audio and video so that we can interact with one 

another. We play games, pray, talk, do devotionals and en-

joy our time together. It’s something we look forward to and 

enjoy! The way we gather may be different, but we are defi-

nitely still a church and will continue to connect and give 

God the praise and glory for what we are learning through 

this challenging time. Our last devotional was about finding 

strength through struggles. We focused on James 1:2-4 that 

says, “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall in to vari-

ous trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces 

patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you 

may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” The youth 

discussed that through this current struggle that the world is 

facing, that there are positive things taking place. It is bring-

ing families and communities closer together and making us 

stronger and more united. We are truly “loving our neigh-

bors” by calling to check on them, running errands or pray-

ing for them. When we meet, we remind ourselves that this 

is just temporary and we need to pray for those that are sick 

and continue to look for the joys in this trial. Church, we 

challenge all of you to do the same. Look for the joy in your 

current struggle and remember that our God is bigger than 

this and is up to something BIG. We love all of you and will 

see you soon!! 

C hildren’s News 

First of all, I want to say I miss you all 

so much!  It’s hard being away from 

everyone during this time, but I pray you are all 

staying home and healthy!  As we do this, I will try my best 

to equip each family to continue to grow in faith and expe-

rience Lent and Easter, despite our circumstances.   

To reach as many people as possible in this time, we are 

going online!  Church emails are going out weekly, and you 

can call the church at 972-875-7491 to make sure you are 

getting those.  Also, specifically for children, you can check 

on Facebook – both the church page and the children’s 

Facebook page, FUMC Ennis Children’s Ministry.  There 

are various posts throughout the week, but I am posting 

children’s messages on Sundays following the worship ser-

vice and Wednesday nights I will be posting an activity with 

a devotion, as I’m missing our weekly Half-Time together.  I 

would love to see more engagement with the page, so 

like, send messages and pictures, and keep connected 

to everyone as we learn to connect over social-

distancing.  Feel free to share posts with friends and 

family!  All are invited!  

Although it is a difficult time to stay apart, remember 

that the first Christian churches happened in homes, and     

historically, the home has been the best place for faith 

development in children.  I have no doubt that God is 

working in and through the families in this crazy time.  I 

am praying for you and your families, and I hope to see 

you all soon.  Above all, we celebrate a Risen Christ, and 

as such we are a people of hope and love!  Share some 

love today and everyday!   

Blessings,  
Pastor Alison 
Alison.zollinger@fumcennis.org    (214)926-7941 

M usic News 

 

As I sat at my desk today, I found 

myself gazing out of my office window at the 

gray skies. The chaos of the world today can be overwhelm-

ing. As I gazed at those skies, I began thinking of the words 

penned by Horatio Spafford in 1873….It is well with my soul. 

Spafford had written these words after two separate trage-

dies in his own life. This hymn truly reminds us that through 

the trials and tribulations of life, God is walking near us 

each moment of our life. In 1876, the words written by 

Spafford were set to music written by Philip Bliss, and hence 

the production of the hymn we know so well. As faith and 

hope may be running low in this time of the unknown, lift 

your hearts and voices to God.   

I encourage you, church family, to not let these try-

ing times hold you down. Make that joyful noise. Raise your 

voice in praise to the Creator.  As I have said before, music 

is a spice of life and is around us all the time. Without mu-

sic, life would be dull.  Our hums, our whistles, and our vo-

calizations make music. Never fear making that joyful noise. 

For me, the piano and organ will continue to sound joyfully 

in praise to God. I hope and pray to be able to continue live 

streaming some of that music through Wednesday morning 

and Sunday morning live streams. . Soon , we will be to-

gether again, raising our voices, making that joyful noise to 

God in our beautiful sanctuary. . At this point, it looks as if 

each of us will be spending Easter worshipping from our 

home. Easter music is being planned for the Facebook and 

You tube live streamed service. Whether we are together in 

our beautiful FUMC Ennis sanctuary, or each family in the 

unity of their beautiful homes, I encourage you to lift your 

prayers, praises, and voices to God. Until we are together in 

worship again, sing loud and proud from your home, your 

car, or wherever you may be. God will hear you.  

in Christ,  

James 

    Youth fundraiser update 

At this time, the youth will not be having any fundraisers 

for the month of April. Our garage sale and Easter bake 

sale are canceled. We are no longer taking garage sale 

items, so please do not bring items to the church. Thank 

you for the donations that we have already received and 

if we are able to reschedule the sale, we will let you know. 

Thank you for supporting our youth. We love our church 

family! 

Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 

Hello everyone, 
I hope everyone is staying safe at this crazy time.  I miss 
seeing the children and getting hugs and High Fives. 
Before Spring break our older classes visited the Ennis Fire 
Station #3, We had a great visit and learned about “Stop 
Drop and Roll”. 
The Firemen came to the church in their Big Red Fire truck 
to visit our younger children.  We want to thank the Ennis 
Fire Department for letting us come visit.   
Our Pre-K had “Nursery Rhyme Day”. They did a great job 
and were so cute.   
Keep those little ones busy with scavenger hunts around the 
house and yard, side walk chalk art, singing and dancing. 
A great song to keep the kids moving is 
                “Hallelu, Hallelu,  Hallelu, Hallelujah, 
                           Praise ye the Lord.” 
We are registering our current students.  Please email me 
your child’s application.  You can scan it or even take a pic-
ture of it.  I will be sending an email with application at-
tached.   
Our email is CDO@FUMCennis.org. 
Hope to see everyone soon. 
Dee 

 

Easter Cross ! 

Christ is Risen! Let’s celebrate the risen Christ with an 

Easter message, hymns of hallelujah, and a beautiful 

Easter cross. Even though we won’t be in the sanctuary 

together, everyone will have the opportunity to enjoy 

the service and the Easter cross by clicking on the links 

at fumcennis.org.  Following the worship service, the 

cross will be placed outside in front of the church for 

you and your family to enjoy and take Easter pictures 

together. We can do all of this while still respecting the 

social distancing guidelines by having only one family at 

a time gathered around the cross. Come and celebrate 

the risen Christ with us! 

Holy Week 

Watch for details about our Holy Week services online 

through eBlast, our website, and announcements on 

Sunday morning! 

mailto:Alison.zollinger@fumcennis.org
mailto:CDO@FUMCennis.org

