
1 Samuel 19 

A Jealous King Cont. 

 

 

Young William Wilberforce was discouraged one night in the early 1790s after another defeat in 

his 10 year battle against the slave trade in England.  Tired and frustrated, he opened his Bible 

and began to leaf through it.  A small piece of paper fell out and fluttered to the floor.  It was a 

letter written by John Wesley shortly before his death.  Wilberforce read it again: "Unless the 

divine power has raised you up... I see not how you can go through your glorious enterprise in 

opposing that (abominable practice of slavery), which is the scandal of religion, of England, and 

of human nature.  Unless God has raised you up for this very thing, you will be worn out by the 

opposition of men and devils.  But if God be for you, who can be against you?  Are all of them 

together stronger than God?  Oh, be not weary of well-doing.  Go on in the name of God, and in 

the power of His might." 

1.) Have you ever been working at something and just feel the world was against you.  Why 

was that?  What did you do?  What did you learn?   

 

 

 

Saul’s mind and heart were so possessed by hatred for David that he openly admitted to 

Jonathan and the court attendants that he intended to have his son-inlaw killed.  Saul was now 

through with behind-the-scenes plots and was out to destroy David in the quickest way 

possible, and he ordered Jonathan and the royal attendants to join him in his endeavor.  The 

hope of Israel lay in the heart and ministry of David, and yet Saul wanted to kill him!  David 

would conquer Israel’s enemies and consolidate the kingdom.  He would gather much of the 

wealth used to build the temple.  He would write psalms for the Levites to sing in praising God, 

and he would even design the musical instruments they played.  God’s covenant with David 

would keep the light shining in Jerusalem during the dark days of the nation’s decline, and the 

fulfillment of that covenant would bring Jesus Christ the Messiah into the world. No wonder 

Satan was so determined to kill David! 

 



2.) If you were in David’s shoes, what would have done / responded?  So what did David 

do?  How is that an example for us?   

 

 

 

When the Philistines attacked Israel again, David went out with his men and soundly defeated 

them. This only aroused Saul’s envy and anger and once again he tried to pin David to the wall 

(18:10–11).   Satan is a liar and a murderer (John 8:44), and because Saul was controlled by the 

evil one, he broke his oath and he threw his spear.  David knew that the time had come for him 

to leave Saul’s presence and hide, but first he went home to see his wife Michal.  David would 

now begin about ten years of exile during which God would make a leader out of him. 

 

3.) Why do you feel it is important that God get a person alone to make a leader out of 

them?  What do you feel happens during this time of isolation?  Who else in scripture 

was isolated prior to their ministry / leadership? 

 

 

Read Psalm 59. 

While Michal was scheming, David was praying and trusting the Lord, and Psalm 59 came out of 

this experience.  As you read this psalm, you see Saul’s spies running here and there and 

waiting for David to emerge from his house, and you hear David comparing them to snarling 

dogs lurking in the city streets.  But David’s faith was in the Lord, for only the Lord could be his 

defense and his refuge.  This doesn’t mean that David rejected any plans for escape, because 

the Lord uses human means to accomplish His divine ends, but it does mean that David’s faith 

was not in himself or in Michal’s schemes, but in the Lord of the armies of Israel. 

 

4.) Reading Psalms 59 and the account in 1 Samuel 19, you really get a sense of the 

situation.  In Samuel we see what was going on in the physical.  Psalms 59 shows us 

what was going on in David’s prayer life.  What is your assessment of David’s prayer?  

Have you ever been under attack?  And how did your prayer compare to Davvids?  



David fled to Samuel in Ramah, a godly friend he knew he could depend on, and Samuel took 

him to the fellowship of the prophets where they could worship God and seek His face.  The 

word naioth means “dwellings” and was probably a section in Ramah where the “school of the 

prophets” assembled.  There Samuel and David could worship and pray and ask God for 

wisdom, and the prophets would pray with them.  But Saul’s spies were everywhere and they 

reported to Saul where he could find David.  The king sent three different groups of soldiers to 

capture David, but when they arrived at the place where the prophets had assembled, they 

were immediately possessed by the Spirit and began to praise and worship God!  The Hebrew 

word translated “prophesy” can mean “to sing songs and praise God” as well as “to foretell 

events.”  Saul’s soldiers didn’t become prophets; they only uttered words inspired by the Spirit 

of God.  God protected David and Samuel, not by sending an army but by sending the Holy 

Spirit to turn warriors into worshippers.  “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of 

the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds” (2 Cor. 10:4 niv). 

 

5.) The Lord works in mysterious ways.  This is certainly one of those times.  How does has 

God answered your prayers in the past but not in the way we expected? 

 

 

 

Three groups of soldiers had failed, so Saul decided to go to Ramah himself.  David’s presence 

in Ramah was no secret because the people at the great cistern knew where he and Samuel 

were and they told Saul.  Perhaps the entire town knew that some kind of “spiritual revival” 

was taking place at the school of the prophets.  Saul hastened to the place only to be met by 

the Spirit of God and made to praise the Lord.  He took off his outer royal garments and 

became like any other man, and he lay on the floor before Samuel.  This would be their last 

meeting until that fateful night when Samuel came from the realms of the dead to pass 

judgment on the king (1 Sam. 28:7ff.). But Saul had had a similar experience after Samuel had 

anointed him king (10:9–13), and from it came the proverbial saying, “Is Saul also among the 

prophets?”  After Saul’s experience at Ramah, the proverb was resurrected.  These two events 

prove that a person can have a remarkable religious experience and yet have no change in 

character.  In Saul’s case, both experiences were actually sent by the Lord, but Saul didn’t profit 

from them.  Special religious manifestations aren’t evidences that a person is even saved (Matt. 

7:21–23).   Judas preached sermons and even performed miracles (Matt. 10:1–8), yet he was 

not a believer (John 6:67–71; 13:10–11; 17:12), and he betrayed the Lord and ended up 



committing suicide.  Saul, like Judas, had many opportunities to see the Lord’s hand at work, 

and yet he never had a life-changing experience with the Lord. 

 

5.) 

 

 

 

While Saul was occupied at the school of the prophets, David slipped away from Ramah and 

went to meet Jonathan somewhere near Gibeah.  David and Jonathan would make one final 

effort at reconciliation with Saul, and it would almost cost Jonathan his life.  Saul was a “double-

minded man, unstable in all his ways” (James 1:8 nkjv).  He would try to rule the land and 

defeat the Philistines while at the same time chasing David and seeking to kill him.  The longer 

David eluded him, the more fanatical Saul became, until finally he ended his own life on the 

battlefield, lacking the help of the one man who could have given him victory. 

 
 
 


