
1 Samuel 17 

God Chooses A King…cont 

 

 

David was up very early that day and heard the morning challenge that Goliath gave to Saul and 

his army.  If the Israelites could provide a champion who was able to defeat Goliath, the 

Philistines would submit to the Jews and be their servants, but if not, the Israelites must 

consider themselves defeated and become the servants of the Philistines (vv. 8–9).  

Unfortunately, nobody in the Jewish army volunteered, including King Saul, who stood head 

and shoulders above his men.  Since Israel had come to a crisis in this confrontation, Saul made 

a generous offer to the man who would silence Goliath: he would marry one of the king’s 

daughters, receive great riches from the king, and take his father’s house off the tax rolls.  Saul 

hoped that somebody would be tempted by the offer and try to defeat Goliath.  David’s 

response to Goliath’s arrogant speech was that of total disgust.  Who was this uncircumcised 

Philistine to blaspheme the name of the God of Israel?  Keep in mind that David was too young 

to serve in the army, but he was acting as though anybody in the camp who had faith in 

Jehovah could challenge Goliath and defeat him!  But all he saw were men fleeing from the field 

at the very sight of the giant, and even King Saul was terrified (vv. 11, 24).  God had brought 

David to the camp for such a time as this, and he was ready to accept the challenge. 

 

1.) All we have to do is accept God’s word as true and believe he will do what he says he 

will do.  Why is it we flee from the battle field like the Israelites did?  What is hindering 

you from taking the battle field with confidence?   

 

 

David had experienced the power of God in his own life and he knew that the Lord could turn 

weakness into power.  While caring for the sheep, David had killed a lion and a bear, and he 

knew that the Lord could deliver him out of the hand of Goliath.  It’s as though he sees Goliath 

as just another animal attacking God’s flock!  Saul knew nothing personally about this 

wonderful power of God, so he advised David to wear his armor.  Saul didn’t have the faith to 

believe that God could do something new, so he suggested the old-fashioned time-honored 



method of warfare.  King Saul was a grown man and a large one at that, and David was only a 

teenager, so imagine what the armor looked like on David’s body! But men and women of faith 

obey God no matter what the experts say.  David’s encouragement came from God, and this is 

one of the secrets of his life.  “But David encouraged himself in the Lord his God” (1 Sam. 30:6). 

In spite of criticism and in spite of discouraging counsel and bad advice, David trusted the Lord 

his God, and God rewarded his faith. 

 

2.) Do you trust the Lord?  When we enter the battle field (winning souls for the Kingdom) 

do we trust in the Lord?  Or do we like Saul fall on old worn out tactics?  Do we listen to 

the Lord or do we listen to the criticism, the discouraging counsel and bad advice? 

 

 

 

God wants to use His people to magnify His name to all the nations of the earth.  This purpose 

was involved in the call of Abraham (Gen. 12:1–3) and God’s choice of the people of Israel 

(Deut. 28:9–10).  One purpose for Israel’s sojourn in Egypt and the judgments God sent against 

Pharaoh was the proclaiming of God’s name and glory to all the earth (Ex. 9:16).  The parting of 

the Red Sea to let Israel out, and the opening up of the Jordan River to let them into Canaan, 

bore witness to all the nations that Israel’s God was the true God (Josh. 4:23–24).  Even the 

building of the temple was a witness to the Gentile nations of Israel’s God so that they might 

know Him and fear Him (1 Kings 8:42–43).  What the Lord did through David would be recorded 

and told around the world and bring great honor to the name of the Lord. 

 

3.) Are we proclaiming the one true God to those around us?  If so how?  What results have 

you seen?  Or what is holding you back? 

 

 

Even as a youth, David displayed one of the marks of a great leader: he took the risk and 

opened the way so that others could share in the victory.  The Philistines didn’t keep their part 

of the bargain and submit to Israel (v. 9); instead, they fled in fear, so the Jews chased them at 

least ten miles to the cities of Gath (Goliath’s hometown, v. 4) and Ekron, slaying the enemy 

soldiers all the way.  It turned out to be a tremendous victory for Saul’s army.  When the 



Israelites returned to the Philistine camp, they claimed the spoils of the victory that the Lord 

and David had won.  David apparently accompanied the men in chasing the enemy (v. 57) and 

began to get the reputation of being a brave soldier (18:7).  He stripped the giant and took his 

armor and put it in his tent.  Later Goliath’s sword will show up with the Jewish priests in Nob 

(21:1–9), so David must have dedicated it to the Lord by giving it to the priests. 

 

4.) Sharing in victory…do we want to do that?  Are we self-seeking or Christ seeking?  Why 

would sharing in victory be beneficial? 

 

 

When Jonathan attacked the Philistine outpost (14:1–23), Saul was a spectator, and his bad 

decisions almost cost them a victory, and once again, Saul merely watched as David defeated 

the enemy single-handed.  This would be Saul’s pattern of leadership to the tragic end of his 

life. 

 

5.) Are you a doer or a watcher?  Why?  What is holding you back? 

 

 

It has well been said that there are people who make things happen, people who watch things 

happen and people who don’t know that anything is happening. David had insight into Israel’s 

plight and knew what was happening.  He realized that it wasn’t a physical conflict between 

two armies, but a spiritual battle between truth and error, faith and superstition, the true and 

living God and dead idols.  David’s faith lifted the war to a much higher plane, just as Paul did in 

Ephesians 6:10.   Our battle is against the devil and his army, and human weapons are useless in 

that conflict.  Faith in God makes us participants with the Lord in the battle for truth.  “And this 

is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith” (1 John 5:4). 

 

 

The very first Easter was not in a crowded worship space with singing and praising. On the very 
first Easter the disciples were locked in their house. It was dangerous for them to come out. 
They were afraid. They wanted to believe the good news they heard from the women, that 



Jesus had risen. But it seemed too good to be true. They were living a time of such despair and 
such fear. If they left their homes, their lives and the lives of their loved ones might be at risk. 
Could a miracle really have happened? Could life really have won out over death? Could this 
time of terror and fear really be coming to an end?  
    
Alone in their homes they dared to believe that hope was possible, that the long night was over 
and morning had broken, that God's love was the most powerful of all, even though it didn't 
seem quite real yet. Eventually, they were able to leave their homes, when the fear and danger 
had subsided, they went around celebrating and spreading the good news that Jesus was risen 
and love was the most powerful force on the earth. 
   
This year, we might get to experience a taste of what that first Easter was like, still in our homes 
daring to believe that hope is on the horizon. Then, after a while, when it is safe for all people, 
when it is the most loving choice, we will come out, gathering together, singing and shouting 
the good news that God brings life even out of death, that love always has the final say!  
   
This year, we might get the closest taste we have had yet to what that first Easter was like. 
 


