
  

 

 

Happy Friday Saints! 

 
Bible study starts this week. Larry Jinks has graciously agreed to continue teaching 
the evening Wednesday Bible study, and I will hold a class at 10AM. My class will go 

through the book of Hebrews at half chapter or so per week. My hope is that 
attendees can spend a little time reading the chapter for the coming week, but the 
format will not be so rigid that homework needs to be required. Come as you are and 

we will open the Word of God together. 
 
Over the last several weeks, I have focused our time in worship on understanding 

God’s motivations for creation and salvation. I hope you have heard me reinforce one 
core concept several time: The point of everything is relationship between God and 
humanity. Relationship was the reason for creation, and also for the mercy, sacrifice, 

and salvation that followed the fall. God is not milking us for our sacrifice for His 
benefit, He gives all for us. 
 

I find myself getting a bit itchy through all this necessary back story, as I feel the 
Lord restraining me from really preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Cross, and 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit until a proper foundation has been laid. This Sunday 

will be one final layer as we endeavor to understand the mystery of blood sacrifice 
that God began to reveal in the Old Testament. Have you ever wondered, why blood? 

That seems odd, right? Perhaps even unsettling. But as we will learn, even the 
sacrifices we give, God says are actually a gift given to us. Leviticus 17:11 says the 
life of the flesh is in the blood, and the Lord says “I have given it for YOU to make 

atonement for your souls”. 
 
I have also begun visiting our many wonderful Sunday School classes this last week. 

I will be in Epworth this Sunday listening to responses to the following questions: 
 
·        What brought you here and what kept you here? 

·        What do you hope will be different a year from now or later down the road? 
·        Is there anything you need to know about your new pastor? 
 

I am looking forward to visiting all your classes soon. Have a blessed weekend! 
 
-Pastor Matt 
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