
 

  

 

 

October 25, 2019 

 
Dearest Saints of FUMC Ennis, 
Halftime, a midweek break with Jesus, is well underway and I could not be more pleased with 

what the Lord is doing to order our steps. Wednesday nights represent a valuable opportunity 
for the church to reach those who are unlikely to show up on a Sunday morning without lots of 
relationship building first. Our society still holds Wednesday nights a bit sacred, so we have 

more opportunities to invite people who are busy other evenings during the week. A midweek 
activity that includes an evening worship service is also a low-pressure way for people to join 
us for a meal, fellowship, study, and worship. We end every Wednesday evening with a very 

short service of worship: Two songs, a scripture and a thought. It has been a powerful time of 
encounter for children and youth, and it is my hope that many more will join us. Come worship 
with us at 7:15 and see what the Lord is doing through youth and children. You might be 

surprised what Jesus has for you in that place as well.  
While I am on the topic of worship, we are going to have a special Sunday of worship on 
November 10th when we will experience a more contemporary style of worship. The music will 

be part of the teaching that day, as we learn about the evolution of music in the church, and 
the different ways people express themselves through worship. We will use piano, organ, 
drums, guitars, and voices to make a joyful noise to the Lord. We will sing some songs that are 

newly published and some old favorites with a modern expression and feel. My hope is to see 
this service prompt some productive conversation about the future of worship in our 
congregation. I have been impressed with the existing awareness that we need to increase our 

ministry to families, youth and children, and the necessity of a contemporary worship service to 
accomplish that goal. However, I feel the Lord calling us to discussion before action. We need 
to talk about when this new service will happen, and who will attend. We also need to 

remember that with two different services comes a level of separation within the church that 
must be intentionally overcome. So even drums and guitars are not your favorite way to 
worship, I ask you to come join us on November the 10th so you can better participate in the 

vital conversation that will follow in the coming months. 
I want to end by saying how pleased I am that we can even have this conversation. The fact 
that this Methodist body is aware of our need to grow and change is a significant sign of the 

work of God among you. Most churches do not come to this awareness so easily. I am confident 
we will find a way forward that will give us stability today and a wonderful future ahead. I bless 

your continued conversation and ask you to remember to include the Holy Spirit in your 
discussion. He will lead us and guide us along the best possible path.  
 

Blessings and Peace, 
-Pastor Matt Bailey 
  

 

 


