
Announcement from the Pastor: 

Monday, November 25, 2019 

 

Dear Ennis Saints, 

               I am excited to tell you about an awesome new opportunity for our church. As you may 
have heard me say, our focus over the next year is to see excellence in preaching, worship, and 
student ministries in an effort to grow our ministry to families and children. I want to say again 
how pleased I have been with our congregation’s willingness to engage these conversations 
selflessly and productively. The Lord sees you and I pray he rewards you for your faithfulness. 

               Recently, we were given an opportunity to receive an ordained Elder in a part time 
capacity to give us a significant resource of help and leadership in the area of children’s 
ministries. Leadership entered into a discernment phase, asking one another to listen to the Lord 
to see if this was an opportunity that was from God. After this time of discernment, SPRC, Finance 
and Ad Council agreed this person represented a great opportunity and an amazing value for a 
critical area of ministry. In response, a new position has been approved to minister to children 
from birth to 6th grade and their families on a half time basis. 

               So today it is my great pleasure to announce that Alison Jinks Zollinger will be joining the 
pastoral leadership team beginning in January. Allison is a well-respected Elder in the UMC with 
a deep felt calling to children’s ministries. Some of you may also remember that Alison grew up 
in your church, the daughter of Larry and Beverly Jinks. I think you will be impressed with how 
she has sharpened her skills through a life dedicated to servant leadership and continued 
education. Alison has a Masters in Liberal Arts from SMU and served as a high school English 
teacher right here in Ennis. She also earned her MDiv from Brite Divinity in preparation for 
ordained ministry. As an Elder in the UMC, she served as an associate pastor of children’s 
ministry at Cout UMC, associate pastor at FUMC Killeen, and most recently as senior pastor at 
FUMC Hillsboro. Her husband, Jason, will be returning to Ennis Vet Clinic where he spent the 
early part of his career as a Vet. Jason and Alison also have two sets of twins! Amy and Cooper are 
7th graders and Ellie and Zoe are in 3rd grade. 

               I hope you are as excited as I am about receiving Pastor Alison back into your church 
family. Please join me in welcoming Pastor Alison and her family into our community this 
January! 

If you have any questions, I would be happy to have you come by the office Tuesday or 
Wednesday this week and you are always welcome to call my cell phone at 972-921-2790. 

 


