
 
 
Dear First Methodist Family, 

 
Last weekend the message in our “Momentum for Life” message series was, “Power 
for Living.”  This week the message will be “Wake up and Smell the Coffee.”  I look 

forward to each Sunday because I get to gather with so many special people. I’ve 
enjoyed making many new friendships in my four months as interim pastor at FUMC of 
Ennis and I’m truly looking forward to the final two months as your pastor as we 

prepare for the arrival of Matt Bailey and his family. The associations I’ve developed in 
my time here have helped me grow tremendously in my faith and they’ve made this 
community feel like home.  As I prepare to bring the message on “Wake up and Smell 

the Coffee” I think back on all the associations and circumstances that have allowed 
me to continue growing in my faith as we service Christ together during this short 
time.   

 
Following this Sunday, we are looking forward to Mother’s Day.  It’s important to 
recognize mothers in a special way since we’ve all had one. We will recognize the 

women in our church with a special God is Big Enough bracelet and a rose. We will also 
have a photo-op display set up where Mom’s and their families can take a fun Mother’s 
Day photo.   I’ve gotten downright nostalgic as I digest how quickly the last four 

months have gone. I read recently where someone defined, “Nostalgia” as “The fear 
that God’s creativity has peaked somewhere in the past.” 

 
I have this fear that as time passes I/we will live with the nostalgic hope that tomorrow 
will be just like yesterday. However, the Bible teaches that “Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) Now, I believe it’s good to look 
at the past. It’s good to be reminded of Great Heritage of the First United Methodist of 
Ennis, along with remembering the many decades of this churches amazing legacy. It 

thrills me to remember all the miracles that have happened in the life of this 
congregation. 
 

We can look to the past for inspiration in the present. In other words, we look to the 
past for inspiration, but we live in the present. The same Jesus that healed the sick, 
opened the eyes of the blind, made the lame walk, and raised the dead, is ready to help 

us today.  I’m proud of our yesterdays, but I’m busy remembering that today is the 
yesterday of tomorrow. What we need to ask as we look forward to the arrival of Matt 
and his family is what are we doing right now that is making a difference for Jesus 

Christ and what will we be doing tomorrow. 
 
I believe our future is bright as a church. We have hope for the future based upon what 

Christ has done for us in the past. I am thoroughly convinced that the greatest days of 
this church are still too come and I’m excited to be the interim pastor as we prepare for 
a great future.  You have only begun to accomplish all that God has for each of you in 

this place. 
 



This does not diminish anything that God has done in the past. On the contrary, we 
praise God for the past, while we look to the future with eagerness and anticipation. I’m 

excited about the future because I know that the same Jesus who helped us in the past 
is ready and willing to do even greater things as we work toward the future. 
 

Our three task forces are focusing on the three areas that will help prepare our church 
for a great future. We are working on the Family Life Center, new signage and a 
welcome center.  Our trustees are involved in this process and they are also working on 

a major renovation of the parsonage. It is a beautiful home and it will be like new when 
they are finished. I appreciate the hard work of all those who are so devoted to making 
our church effective in its mission to reach the world for Christ. 

 
I humbly ask you to be faithful in your giving as we prepare for the arrival of the new 
ministry family. It is important that they begin on a strong financial foot as this new 

beginning arrives. I thank you in advance for answering that prayer. 
 
SEE YOU THIS SUNDAY AT THE INSPIRATIONAL PLACE! 

 
PASTOR STEVE RAMSDELL 
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