
The Messenger 

Calendar  
of Events 

 
• May 25th—Youth Parking 

Fundraiser during Polka 
Festival 

• May 27th—Memorial Day/ 
Office closed 

• June 16th—22nd— Youth 
Mission trip 

• June 24th—Pot luck lunch 
after worship / Pastor 
Ramsdell’s last Sunday 

• July 4th— Independence 
Day/ Office closed 

• July 7th— Meet and greet 
during Sunday school hour 
for Pastor Matt Bailey 

• July 21st—Pot Luck after 
worship to welcome Pastor 
Matt Bailey and Family 

• July 24th-26th—VBS 
 

From the Pastor... 
 

Dear First Methodist Family, 

We just finished the last message in the 
“Momentum for Life” message series with “When 
You Need a Miracle.”  I hope you ask God for miracles every day!  This 
Sunday we will begin a new message series called, “What Matters 
Most.”    We’ll spend five Sundays talking about the importance of Joy, 
Words, People, Dads (Fathers Day), and The Church.   If you want to 
read ahead on “Joy” this weekend, you can look at John 15:9-13.  Joy 
is a big theme in the Bible and it is one of the gifts of God that matter 
most. 

Jesus’ first sermon in his hometown of Nazareth was very short – only 
eight words. After reading the text for the day, from Isaiah 61:1-2, he 
said, “Today, this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”  Isaiah’s words 
are “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to 
bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to 
the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  Those words 
defined Jesus’ ministry.  He was born a king, but he did not look, dress 
or act like any other King the Jewish people of Palestine had ever 
known. 

This King humbled the proud and lifted up the lowly.  He reminded us 
that the truly great must play the part of a servant.  He taught that 
when sitting as a guest at a party, we should take the least important 
seat.  He demonstrated concern for the lost and great compassion for 
those who were considered lowly.   On the cross Jesus demonstrated 
ultimate love when he died for people.  There is great joy in knowing 
that God loves us and that he is with us. 
Continued inside... 
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P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue to be on the 

list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the church office 

Pat Reel, Nita Bozek, Calvin Collins, Charlene Ortiz, Larrice Calhoun, Stan Bonett, Pam Herridge, Nina Sliwka, Ryan and Diana Patton, Jen-

nifer Robinson, Carla Roland, Tim Birdwell, Debra Hull, Sandra and David Rasberry, Kelli Rasberry, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton,  Justin Shelton, 

Alex Campbell, Scott Clark, Michael Gill, Steve Keller, Edna Perkins, Lin Pheng Megan Jones, Tex Kuehn. Amanda Elliot, Cindy Cavendar, John-

nie Sullivan, Jackie  Wilhoite ,  Hope  St. Mars, Bill Fullerton, Addie Harrison, Danzell Myers, Bobbie Myers, Joe Myers, Kay Haymond, Cathy 

Stacks, Doris  Gerron 

  MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr. 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton ( retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman, Jacob Yrlas 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Steve Ramsdell, Interim Pastor, Christen Vick, Minister to Students, Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 

Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out, James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee, Messenger editor 
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From the Pastor continued… 

The first Sunday in July is when Matt Bailey  
(your new permanent pastor) will bring his 
first message and he is so looking forward to 
addressing the congregation on that first 
Sunday.  We’ll be sharing his summer 
sermon series soon.   His family will be 
moving into the parsonage in late June, and 
they will all be here for that first Sunday.  
We are working on a plan to welcome them 
with a meet and greet in the FLC during the 
Sunday school hour, and a fellowship dinner 
to welcome them after church on July 21st.  
Please put that these Sundays on your 
calendar.  We want to make it a great day.  
I’ve bragged on this church to Matt and his 
family and I want him to meet as many of 
you as he can that first Sunday!   This is a 
church that is deeply engaged in ministry in 
so many areas in Ennis and around the 
world, and he can’t wait to hear your stories 
and begin serving Christ with you. 

Look for his address in this newsletter and 
send some notes of greeting to him and his 
family.  They can begin meeting you now 
through those notes.  Encouragement and 
prayer are both so important. 

SEE YOU THIS SUNDAY AT THE JOY PLACE! 

Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Friendly Reminder from the                         

Finance Committee 

 The busyness of the summer is 
upon us, with our summertime 

trips and vacations. Here are a few tips to 
help you stay on top of your giving to the 
church. One simple solution is to have your 
tithing checks already written out, 
postdated, in an envelope, addressed to the 
church, and stamped. Sort each out by how 
often you would regularly give (weekly, 
monthly) and if you know you'll be out that 
particular Sunday, drop it in the mail right 
before you leave.  

 

 

 

 

 

Luci Lindsay, Madison Scott, Brayden Gray, Aubrey Al-
vaado, Jonathan Baw, Savannah Wylie, Miles May, Hadley 
Tyner, Titan Todd, Mila Richardson, Jaxon Tiner 

Children's Day Out and Pre-kindergarten 

As we say goodbye to our 2018-2019 school we want 
to thank all the parents and children for a great 
school year. 

May 23 is our final day. We will close our year out 
with our Annual Graduation at 10:30 am in the church 
sanctuary. 

We have had a great and very, very busy year. 

We have met new friends that I know we will keep 
forever.   We have watched the children grow and 
develop some of the cutest personalities.  We have 
the sweetest and most loving children.   

Before our Pre-K children graduate and head off to 
kindergarten, they had a fun water day.  Thursday, 
May 16th, was a beautiful warm day for slip sliding 
and splashing in the water. 

We are registering for the upcoming school year.    

For all questions please email us at 
fumccdo@sbcglobal.net. 

New Parsonage Family 

As Reverend Matt Bailey and his family, Jennifer, 

Emma, and James prepare to move to Ennis in 

less than 2 months, we encourage our congrega-

tion to send a note or card of encouragement to 

the Baileys. Their address is: 

300 S. Bordon Street 

Lorena, Texas 76655 

Layla Ganske was baptized on Sunday, 

May 12, 2019.  

WELCOME to our newest members!  
Rosemary Washburn, Katie Morón with her chil-
dren, Calvin and Brooke, and Melanie Northcutt. 

This family joined the church on  
Sunday, May 19,2019 

Y outh News 

The youth are finishing up 

our final fundraisers be-

fore we leave for our mission trip in 

June. Our reserved parking fundraiser for the Polka Fest 

wrapped up this week and we will continue selling stock 

through the end of May. Remember purchasing 1 share for 

$10 makes you a shareholder and you will be invited to the 

stockholder dinner. If you purchase 15 shares or more, in 

addition to the dinner invite, you will receive 2 hours of 

youth labor to be scheduled later in the fall. This is a great 

opportunity for you to invest in our youth! We leave for our 

conference mission trip to Pasadena, Texas on June 16th. 

Please begin praying for our mission team as we prepare to 

be Christ’s hands and feet with other youth from all over 

our conference. Thank you for all of your support! We love 

our church family!!! 

Help!  

Our pockets are empty. With summer com-

ing children will be out of school, electricity 

bills will be higher, children will not get 

school lunches. Many times families will 

need assistance during these summer 

months. The benevolence fund needs your 

help to continue to do God’s work. Any con-

tributions will be greatly appreciated. 

Thanks for caring for God’s people. 

 

To Mars and BEYOND!!! 

We need helpers to take a rocket 

ride adventure to explore the 

wonders of God’s universe and 

help kids learn where God’s power can take 

them. Join us for an out of this world Vaca-

tion Bible School that will be held the eve-

nings of July 24th-26th. We will have a 

swim party at Sokol pool on July 26th! Sign 

up to help in any way at the VBS display on 

Sunday morning or contact the church 

office at 972 875-7491 or Christen 

New Sermon Series 

Pastor Ramsdell will begin  a new sermon 

series on May 26th - WHAT MATTERS MOST 

May 26th—JOY 

June 2nd—WORDS 

June 9th—PEOPLE 

June 16th—DADS 

June 23rd– THE CHURCH 

You will not want to miss a Sunday! 

 

Prayer Focus 

Dear Lord, Jesus Christ, we thank You for Your 

faithfulness. We thank You with hearts filled with 

love, gratitude, hope, joy, peace and faith. We 

rest secure in the knowledge that You will never 

forget, neglect, or abandon us. In Jesus name… 

Amen. 
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