
 

 
 

Dear First Methodist Family, 
 
I spent Memorial Day morning a few years ago out at a Cemetery in a ceremony 

designed to remember those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for their God and 
country. We heard many speakers encourage us to honor those who serve their country 
today as we remember those whose lives were shortened on battlefields all over our 

globe. It was my privilege to pray the benediction and I was honored to stand among a 
people who came together to memorialize those who paid freedoms price with their 
commitments.  I hope you’ll be in worship this Sunday as we have a moment of silence 

for those who made that sacrifice and I hope you’ll take some time on Memorial Day to 
remember and honor those who gave their lives. 
 

I was reminded as I saw the hundreds of American Flags pressed into each grave 
that “Nothing Great Ever Happens Without Commitment.” I can see the power of 
commitment in such phrases as “I pledge allegiance...” “On my honor...” “To tell the 

whole truth...” “I do...” 
 
You can’t live without making commitments. The person who refuses to commit himself 

or herself will be a person without God, without country, without a family, a job, voting 
rights, a driver’s license, and possibly a car, a house, and many other things. There is 

no love... no faith... and no hope - - without commitment? 
 
The willingness to make commitments is a mark of a great soldier and a great 

Christian. Both emotional and spiritual commitments are the mark of a great life.  Only 
the immature tries to slide through life without committing to anything. It’s the fear of 
commitments that cause many to miss God’s blessing. 

 
Nothing affects your life more than the commitments you choose to make. 
 

God say’s that my commitments 1) Reveal my values (Matt. 6:24) 2) Shape my 
character (Pr. 4:23), and 3) Determine my destiny (Mark 8:36-37). 
 

There is tremendous power in a commitment. Commitment always unlocks the door... 
to opportunities... to potential... to spiritual growth... and to miracles. Successful 
people are just ordinary people who’ve chosen to make commitments that others are 

unwilling to make. 
 
For 45 years as a Christian, I’ve watched God miraculously enable me to fulfill 

commitments that I made in faith. But had no idea how I was going to be able to do it. 



That is the essence of living by faith - committing to step out of the boat and trusting 
God to hold you up as you walk on water. 

 
I have a terrific admiration for the people of the First United Methodist Church of 
Ennis. You are so committed to build a great church and I pray for you daily. As we 

prepare to receive your new Pastor Matt Bailey on July 1, I have been sharing your 
names and your stories. I’ve shared with him your commitments to Christ and His 
Church and that he will be part of a great church. 

 
I hope you are writing letters and sending cards of encouragement to him and his 
family. I particularly encourage you to write notes and letters to his two children. When 

a young person gets a note with their name on the envelope it is a powerful moment of 
blessings. 
 

Sunday we will begin a five-week sermon series called, “What Matters Most.”  I had to 
work to come up with only five messages.  I could think of 40 or 50 things that are 
important to our Christian faith. But I only have five weeks so I had to narrow my list 

down to five.  This Sunday we will be talking about the importance of “Joy” to a vital 
and living faith. Joy is part of the Christian walk but it is also the sign of an effective 
church.   A joyful church is a growing church. 

 
SEE YOU SUNDAY AT THE JOYFUL PLACE 

 
PASTOR STEVE RAMSDELL 
 


