
 

 

 

Dear First Methodist Family, 
 
We had a wonderful Mother’s Day celebration this past Sunday!   I loved the choir and I loved we had the 
opportunity to honor the mother’s and the women of our church.  It was such a sacred time to celebrate life 
with an immersion baptism following worship. I hope you were there.  What a special Sunday.  I shared the 
third message in the “Momentum for Life” message series with “A Mother Dimension” and I’m looking 
forward to sharing the final message in this four-part series this Sunday with, “When You Need a 
Miracle.” Following the miracle Sunday, we’ll begin a five-part series called, “What Matters Most.” Worship 
is vital to growing our Christian faith and I hope to see each of you this Sunday. 
 
I heard a story about a German bishop who was about to preach one Sunday in the summer of 1944. He was 
in his study putting the finishing touches on his sermon when the Nazis arrived. He knew he was going to a 
dungeon. He said that when they threw him into the cell on that hot August afternoon and the steel door 
slammed shut behind him, he had to fight to keep from losing control. He did not know if he would ever see 
the sunshine again. He said that in that awful moment. Just as he hit the ground in that cell, he heard a 
sound and he went to his door and heard from another cell someone whistling “O For a Thousand Tongues to 
Sing.” He said that he whistled the next phrase back to his unseen friend and the other prisoner whistled 
back. He realized in that moment as they whistled to each other that there was One who whistled with them. 
Suddenly, there a great unseen company in that place and he knew he would make it because he was still in 
fellowship 
 
Jesus encouraged us to stay in fellowship when he said, “Where two or three are gathered in my name, I am 
there among them” (Matt. 18:20).  We are called to be a company of believers. We are not made to be 
alone. We need each other. 
 
If you saw the movie, Places in the Heart, which was set in Waxahachie, Texas, the home that Sally Field’s 
lived in was a home owned by a church my twin brother pastored when he was serving Ferris Heights UMC in 
Waxahachie, Texas.  Because the movie crew used my brother’s fellowship hall and rented their tiny home, I 
took special interest in the movie. 
 
As the movie begins, the members are singing, ‘This is my story, this is my song.” It ends in the same 
church. In between, Sally Fields’ husband is killed, her hired man is beaten up and driven away, and she 
nearly loses the farm, but in the end, they are back in the little church having communion. The husband who 
has been killed is there, and the man who killed him is there, all of them together. As I watched the movie, I 



realized there is a great power of redemption in this world and we cannot defeat this power. When we 
worship in community, and grow in our fellowship and studies, when it becomes our story, we align ourselves 
with that power, and we share in the victory of Jesus Christ. 
 
Are you aligning with God’s purposes in your life? What is your story?  Is God part of your story? What 
would Jesus say about your story? Do you believe that we need each other? Why? 
 
Don’t forget to pray for the Bailey’s!  Continue to write notes of encouragement to each of them. Their 
address is 300 Bordon St. Lorena, TX 76655. James is 9 and Emma is 13. Matt’s wife is named Jennifer. 
 
The three task forces continue to work on new signs, a welcome center and a renovation of the Family Life 
Center to make it more usable for many purposes. What an exciting time to be part of the First United 
Methodist church of Ennis, 
 
Are you inviting? Everyone is invited. Everyone is included. Nobody is perfect and Anything is possible. 
 
See you this Sunday in Sunday School at 9:00 am, coffee-donut-breakfast fellowship at 10:00 am and 
worship at 10:30 am.  God will join us. 
 
See you this Sunday at the Miracle place!  I’m expecting some. 
 
Pastor Steve Ramsdell  
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