
Dear First Methodist Family, 
 
 
We are halfway through our “Encounters with Christ – Indescribable” message series. Last Sunday we 
looked at Jesus’ encounter with Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus. Lazarus had died, Jesus 
didn’t come in time, Mary and Martha were very upset, and Jesus responded to their grief by raising 
Lazarus from the dead. We learned that Jesus is the resurrection and the life and that where he goes, 
life flows.  Lent is a special time of the church year and I hope you are following along with this series 
and I hope you are including worship, Sunday School, and Bible Study as part of this special season. I’ve 
begun a new study on the Book of Philippians on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am and I’d love to have 
you join us.   You can also join Dr. Larry Jinks on Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in a study of the Book of 
Romans. 
 
This Sunday we will look at another encounter with Christ when a lost woman had a divine appointment 
with Jesus. Jesus waited for her and she showed up.  She was never the same after her Christ 
encounter.  She became the first one to preach the gospel to her world and we’ll be sharing her story 
this Sunday.  It’s a great story and I’d love to see you as we work through these special scriptures.  You 
might invite someone to worship with you and be sure they get a God is Big Enough Bracelet and an 
aluminum pocket cross. 
 
We also have a covered dish / fellowship meal after morning worship in the Family Life Center. You are 
invited and so are your friends. We do this every fifth Sunday and this is that Sunday. 
 
You might notice displays in front of the pulpit each Sunday. There is an insert that you’ll find in your 
bulletin that explains the significance of these changing displays. They communicate something different 
each week that will help us grow in our faith on our Lenten Journey. They are designed to help each of 
us encounter Christ in a new way this Easter Season. 
 
We are making real progress with our three task forces on the Family Life Center renovation, the 
welcome centers and signs and maps for our ministries. This is an exciting time to connect with FUMC of 
Ennis and I hope you are connected. 
 
On April 7th we’ll look at the Christ Encounter with a paralyzed man. You can expect healing but Jesus 
brings another surprise into this encounter. On April 14th, Palm Sunday, my identical twin brother Mike 
Ramsdell will be preaching.  You’ll want to be in worship to wave a palm and to hear what my brother 
has to say. It will be a fun Sunday. 
 
Easter Sunday is on April 21st.  Susie the St. Bernard has planned a special Children’s time for the 
kids. She is excited. We will have an Easter Egg hunt during Sunday school and we will have Easter 
worship at our regular time. Please bring extra flowers for the cross.  I have two rose bushes that will be 
blooming by Easter Sunday.  I’ll be bringing a basket of red roses to help transform the cross.  Don’t tell 
my wife why our rose bushes will be rose-less on Easter Sunday. It will be for a good cause.  Please bring 
your own flowers. It will be a spectacular transformation that you won’t want to miss. Easter is 
important. 
 
See you this Sunday for our own divine appointments with Christ. 
 
Pastor Steve Ramsdell 



 
Interim Pastor, FUMC of Ennis 
 


