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Church Events 

• March 24th— Youth 

Progressive Dinner 

• March 31st—5th Sunday 

meal following worship 

• April 18th– Holy Thursday 

service @ 6:30 pm 

• April 21st—Easter egg 

hunt during Sunday 

School 

• April 21st—Youth Bake 

Sale  

• April 28th — Ladies 

Luncheon @ 11:45 in MH 

• May 5th—Senior Brunch 

 

300 N. Sherman 

Ennis, TX 75119 

Office : 972-875-7491 

Dear First Methodist Family, 

This Sunday will be the third message in the “Encounters 
with Christ - Indescribable” message series.  The first Sun-
day in the series we talked about the Cross of Christ and 
passed out a small aluminum pocket cross as a reminder of 
who we are and whose we are.  Last Sunday we  looked at a  Christ encounter 
with a blind man  as one of the best examples of how hopelessness  can turn 
into healing in the blink of an eye .  Choosing hope over hopelessness is a 
good pattern for daily living.   

Hope can be as difficult today as the philosophy in a “Peanuts” comic strip 
which showed Linus and Charlie Brown leaning on a fence, talking.  Linus 
says,  “I guess it’s wrong to be worrying about tomorrow, maybe we should 
think only about today.”  Charlie Brown interrupts him to say, “No, that’s giv-
ing up.  I’m still hoping yesterday will get better!”  a lot of people have no 
hope for today, and are sure that tomorrow will be just as hopeless.  The Len-
ten season is a good time to reflect on the hope that Jesus brings. 

This Sunday we’ll continue the “Indescribable” message series with “Jesus 
and two sisters.”  It’s a fun and important story about living a life with our 
priorities in order.  As Tom Landry once told me:  “God First – Family Second 
– Job third.”  Tom was a very successful coach of the Dallas Cowboys and he 
had his priorities straight. 

 I’ve been having a wonderful time talking to the people of the FUMC of Ennis 
about the dreams God has placed before every member and friend of FUMC 
to be the powerful standard bearer of Christ that we believe God has called 
our church to be in our community.   The dreams are big and they are ex-
citing.  We hope to share some good news in regard to these dreams coming 
to pass in the next few weeks.  I’ve been talking to your new pastor who will 
arrive in July and we have connected on some of the exciting plans for the 
future of our church.  We are working on putting together a plan to put  

Continued inside... 

P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue to be 

on the list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the church office 

Pat Reel, Nita Bozek, Lou Bonett, Calvin Collins, Charlene Ortiz, Larrice Calhoun, Stan Bonett, Pam Herridge, Danny Christian, Nina Sli-

wka, Guy Weathers, Ryan and Diana Patton, Jennifer Robinson, Carla Roland, Tim Birdwell, Debra Hull, Sandra and David Rasberry, 

Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Lin Pheng, Michael Bruck, Justin Shelton, Alex Campbell, Scott Clark. Cindy Cavendar, Johnnie Sullivan, Jackie  

Wilhoite , Michael Gill, Family of Ryker Thompson, Family of Doris  Fischer,  Family of Bob Olson 

  MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton ( retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Steve Ramsdell, Interim Pastor, Christen Vick, Minister to Students, Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 

Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out 

James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee, Messenger editor 
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Y outh News 

 

Hello from the youth!! 

We just kicked off Spring Break 
with a lock -in and had a blast! Now we are signing 
up for our conference mission trip to Louisiana, 
which will be in June. Meanwhile, we will be 
working on our spring fundraisers, so that all youth 
wanting to attend the mission trip will have the 
opportunity to do so. We will continue to collect 
items for our garage sale that will be on Saturday, 
April 13 during the Bluebonnet Festival. Please 
bring all items to the church during business hours. 
We are asking that you hold off on bringing larger 
items, such as furniture, until the week of the sale. 
Thank you for supporting our youth!!! 

Fifth Sunday Lunch 

We will be having a 5th Sunday lunch on March 31st right 

after the worship service.  The church will provide fried 

chicken for the meal, and we ask that you bring a side dish or 

dessert to share! Everyone make plans to stay for lunch on 

that day, since this will be a great time of fellowship with 

your brothers and sisters in Christ.  

From the Pastor continued... 

more effective signs in place on the interior and exterior 
of the church, designing a new welcome center as well 
as dealing with the acoustical and lighting need of the 
Family Life Center.  The plans are coming together, we 
have great task forces, and we are putting our action 
steps into a functional format.  What an exciting time to 
be part of the FUMC of Ennis.  We believe God is with 
us in this.  I wonder often – what would happen if we’d 
just get out of God’s way?  What if we all committed to 
the same mission and purpose of First Methodist and 
moved in that direction?  What if we were totally open 
to God’s leading and were willing to following him any-
where he led?  What could be accomplished?  What 
would the future look like?   What if?  We are on the 
path of figuring that out and your thoughts, dreams and 
prayers are so very important. 

I hope to see you in worship this Sunday.  The season of 

Lent is so very important.  You’ll see the twelve foot cross in 
the main sanctuary as a reminder that the Cross comes be-
fore the crown.  It’s also a reminder of God’s amazing love for 
us.  I hope you’re thinking about what flower/s you will bring 
that we will place on the cross on Easter Sunday and bring 
down the center aisle during Easter worship.  It will be an im-
portant moment.   We also have yard signs available!   It is 
our hope you’ll place one in your front yard as an invitation to 
our community to worship with us on Easter or any Sunday.   
Don’t forget that my identical twin brother will be preaching 
on Palm Sunday (the Sunday before Easter.)  That will be a 
fun Sunday and you’ll want to invite your friends. 

SEE YOU THIS WEEKEND AT THE HOPE PLACE! 

Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Interim Pastor FUMC of Ennis 

 
Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 
 
Happy Birthday Texas!   

We celebrated “Texas Independence Day" with our Texas Rodeo! 

We love dress up days,  we all looked so cute in our boots, jeans and 

Cowboy hats.  We even had a couple of boys wearing their chaps. 

Our older classes participated in our “Texas Rodeo".  We had barrel 

racing,  steer roping, horse shoes, bronco and bull riding.  Of course 

the best part is our “Texas" snack of Texas shaped chips and queso. 

Now that spring break is over we are in our last 2 months.   We will 

be very busy and hopefully the weather will be nice so we can play 

outside. 

We are registering our in-house children now for the upcoming 

school year, we will begin open registration April 1. 

If you  are interested in Children's Day Out or Pre-Kindergarten 

please email for information.  

FUMCCDO@SBCGLOBAL.NET. 

 

 

I would like to thank everyone for such a wonderful birthday 
celebration that was included in a wonderful worship service 
on Sunday.   What a surprise!  The poem was incredible and 
great fun, the socks were  fun as well, the huge GIBE bracelet 
will join my collection, and the Starbucks gift cards were be-
yond wonderful.  I’m so blessed to be your interim pastor.  
Thank you for your kind spirits and generosity.  I’m so very 
blessed.   Your church has an awesome staff that I’m privi-
leged to serve Christ with, and the congregation is so very 
easy to love.  Thank you again for the very surprising birthday 
celebration.   I’d also like to share that this Sunday will be 
special since Davin has a “Surprise” musician coming to wor-
ship with us.   It’s super secret but you will want to be in wor-
ship Sunday.   Davin and I will also have a “colorful” sock 
competition.   See you Sunday.  Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Ms. Lori’s Class:   
Back Row: Casen Cochran, Beckett Rios, Caleb Hendrix, Dawsyn 
Patak, Kasen Holmes 
Front Row: Graydin Perkins, Dilynne Newman, Bekham Zhanel 
 

Exciting News! 

Spring has sprung at First UMC  and we have a 

lot to be excited about. We have so many positive things 

happening in the life of our church, and we want you to 

be a part of them.  Here’s what’s  coming up!  

 March 31st—5th Sunday meal after worship.  Fried 

chicken will be furnished, and you can bring a side 

dish or dessert.  

 April 13th—Youth garage sale in Family Life Center. 

You may bring smaller items to the church anytime. 

The larger items can be brought the week prior to 

the sale.  

 April 14th– Palm Sunday and Pastor Steve’s twin 

brother will be preaching! It will be a treat to see 

them side by side.  

 April 18th—We will have a Holy Thursday service at 

6:30 pm.  

 April 21st—Easter egg hunt during the Sunday 

School hour. We need donations of Easter eggs filled 

with wrapped candy, or you can just bring wrapped 

candy anytime.  You can drop them off in a contain-

er in the parlor.  

 April 21st—Youth Bake Sale  

 April 21st—Easter Sunday! Bring fresh flowers to put 

on our 12 ft. cross. The cross filled with fresh flowers 

will be brought into the sanctuary during worship that 

day.  

 April 27th—Relay for Life. Our church will have a team 

this year  called FUMC Jubilation. To find out more or join 

the team, please contact Cindy Lovelace or Linda Vine-

yard. You will be hearing more about this.   

 April 28th—Our quarterly Ladies Luncheon after worship. 

All ladies are invited to Memorial Hall to share a meal. 

This will be a mother/daughter luncheon, so please bring 

your daughters to share the meal.  

 May 5th—Senior brunch in Memorial Hall at 9 am.  

 May 12th—Mother’s Day. All ladies will be honored with 

a special gift.  

 May 25th—Polka Fest ( Youth will have VIP reserved 

parking for you to purchase ahead of time.) 

 June 16th—Father’s Day. All men will honored with a 

special gift. 

 June 16th-22nd—CTCYM—Youth mission trip with the 

conference in Louisiana 

 June 14th—19th– Summer church camp for for 3rd—7th 

grade students 

 June 30th—July 5th—Summer church camp for high 

school students 

 July 11th-13th—Mission Ennis for youth 

 July 14th—Youth Sunday 

 July 24th—26th - VBS. Please think about how you can 

help. Watch for sign up sheets coming soon. 

Easter Egg Hunt 

The children will have an Easter egg 

hunt  at 9 am during the Sunday 

School hour on April 21st, Easter 

Sunday. We need your help to provide candy 

filled plastic eggs , or individually wrapped candy. 

There will be a wooden crate in the parlor to put 

your candy eggs in.  Thank you. 
Don’t forget to order your Easter lilies. The 

deadline to order will be Sunday,  April 14th. 

mailto:FUMCCDO@SBCGLOBAL.NET

