
        

 

Dear First Methodist Family, 

 
It’s hard to believe it’s already March.  It’s a cold start to St. Patrick’s month, but I hope you warm 
your day up by praying the St. Patrick’s prayer at least once daily. I love it that we are praying 
that prayer together as a congregation.  We will make more available Sunday as well as more 
God is Big Enough bracelets.  When a church prays together miracles happen. 

This Sunday is the final message in the “4 From the Heart” message series. The sermon is called, 
“The With God Life.” The Bible is all about living a life with God and it’s a consistent theme all 
through the Bible. I hope to see you Sunday for worship and Sunday School as we walk with God 
together. People matter to God and we are better together.   

The Lenten season also begins with Ash Wednesday on March 6.  We will serve Communion in a 
come and go service from 12:00 noon until 1:00 pm and then again at 4:30 pm until 6:00 pm. You 
may also receive the mark of the cross on your forehead or hand, which will be composed of the 
ashes of last year’s palm leaves from our 2018 Palm Sunday service. It’s an important time to 
recognize that repentance and confession are always the first steps to revival.   We will also pray 
for each person and family who comes to the communion time.  It will be a moment I cherish as I 
pray for each person individually. Check out the church Facebook page. Christen and Davin have 
produced a video invitation to our Ash Wednesday communion time. (We have a great staff at 
First Methodist). Please share it if you are on Facebook.  The following Sunday we will begin our 
“Encounters with Christ – Indescribable,” message series with “Who is this Man.”  We will have a 
“Large’ old rugged cross in the sanctuary and we will pass out aluminum pocket crosses to the 
congregation. (Jared Rudd made the cross and it is amazing). The season of Lent begins with the 
cross and culminates In Easter. But the cross always comes before the crown. We will cover the 
cross with flowers (that we are asking each member to bring) on Easter Sunday and we will 
bring the cross down the aisle and place it in its stand. It will be a meaningful moment in our 
Easter resurrection celebration. 

We’ve also begin to form three task forces to develop, propose, and carry out three projects that 
will have a huge impact on the ministry of the FUMC of Ennis. They are: 1. Welcome Center 
2. Location and Direction signs/Banners/facility maps. 3. Family Life Center Acoustics and 
sound.  Please be in prayer for these teams. The projects will be an excellent way to grow our 
ministries and make them even more effective. 

But first! Be in worship this Sunday.  When the people of God gather, miracles happen.  



I hope you were in worship to hear the announcement about your new pastor and his 
family. They will arrive on July 1st, but they are already connecting. (You are stuck with me for 
four more months) Matt Bailey sent a greeting and I’d like you to read it below. 

“Greetings from the Bailey family to all the dear saints of First United Methodist Church of Ennis. 
We have been anxiously waiting for months to be able to properly greet you, but that has given 
us plenty of time to bless you and pray for you from just down the road. I have great hopes for 
what God will do through our work together. We have spent the last several months asking the 
Lord to make our path clear. Today I am confident that the Lord has called us together for this 
season, and I have never seen God fail to bless His own plans. I encourage you all to focus on your 
personal relationship with the Lord in the coming months. Open and read your scripture. 
Earnestly pray for one another, and please pray for me and my family as we will be praying for 
you. Set your hearts to follow the Lord wherever He may clearly lead, for I know His ways are 
perfect. We anxiously await becoming part of the community of Ennis, Texas on July 1st, and we 
are so grateful that Pastor Steve has you in his care in the days until we arrive. “ 

SEE YOU THIS SUNDAY AT THE “WITH GOD” PLACE! 

Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Interim Pastor at the FUMC of Ennis 

   

(Pastor's Corner March 1, 2019)                                     

 


