
Dear First Methodist Family, 

This is the Sunday for the second message in the “Encounters with Christ - Indescribable” 
message series with “Jesus and a Blind Man.” Last Sunday we talked about the Cross of Christ and 
passed out a small aluminum pocket cross as a reminder of who we are and whose we are.  This 
weekend we’ll look at a Christ encounter with a blind man as one of the best examples of how 
hopelessness can turn into healing in the blink of an eye . Choosing hope over hopelessness is a 
good pattern for daily living.  

 Hope can be as difficult today as the philosophy in a “Peanuts” comic strip which showed Linus 
and Charlie Brown leaning on a fence, talking. Linus says, “I guess it’s wrong to be worrying about 
tomorrow, maybe we should think only about today.” Charlie Brown interrupts him to say, “No, 
that’s giving up. I’m still hoping yesterday will get better!” A lot of people have no hope for today, 
and are sure that tomorrow will be just as hopeless. The Lenten season is a good time to reflect 
on the hope that Jesus brings. 

  I’ve been having a wonderful time talking to the people of the FUMC of Ennis about the dreams 
God has placed before every member and friend of FUMC to be the powerful standard bearer of 
Christ that we believe God has called our church to be in our community.  This dreams are big 
and they are exciting.  We hope to share some good news in regard to these dreams coming to 
pass in the next few weeks.  I’ve been talking to your new pastor who will arrive in July and we 
have connected on some of the exciting plans for the future of our church. We are working on 
putting together a plan to put more effective signs in place on the interior and exterior of the 
church, designing a new welcome center as well as dealing with the acoustical and lighting need 
of the Family Life Center. The plans are coming together, we have great task forces, and we are 
putting out actions steps into a functional format. What an exciting time to be part of the FUMC of 
Ennis. We believe God is with us in this.  I wonder often – what would happen if we’d just get out 
of God’s way? What if we all committed to the same mission and purpose of First Methodist and 
moved in that direction? What if we were totally open to God’s leading and were willing to 
following him anywhere he led?  What could be accomplished? What would the future look 
like?  What if? We are on the path of figuring that out and your thoughts, dreams and prayers are 
so very important. 

I hope to see you in worship this Sunday. The season of Lent is so very important. You’ll see the 
twelve foot cross in the main sanctuary as a reminder that the Cross comes before the crown. It’s 
also a reminder of God’s amazing love for us. I hope you’re thinking about what flower/s you will 
bring that we will place on the cross on Easter Sunday and bring down the center aisle during 
Easter worship. It will be an important moment.  We also have yard signs available this Sunday 
that we’ll pass out. It is our hope you’ll place one in your front yard as an invitation to our 
community to worship with us on Easter or any Sunday.  Don’t forget that my identical twin 
brother will be preaching on Palm Sunday (the Sunday before Easter.) That will be a fun Sunday 
and you’ll want to invite your friends. 

  

SEE YOU THIS WEEKEND AT THE HOPE PLACE! 

  

Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Interim Pastor FUMC of Ennis 

(Pastor's Corner March 15, 2019)                                    

 


