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Church Events 

• March 8th—Youth Lock-in 

@ 10 pm-7 am 

• March 10th – Service of 

the Cross 

• March 11th—15th – 

Spring Break 

• March 23rd-  Men’s Prayer 

Breakfast @ 8 am / UMM 

@ 9 am in Memorial Hall 

• March 24th— Youth 

Progressive Dinner 

• March 24th—Forms will 

be available to order 

Easter lilies. 

• March 31st—5th Sunday 

meal following worship 

300 N. Sherman 

Ennis, TX 75119 

Office : 972-875-7491 

Dear First Methodist Family, 

   We will begin a seven week Lenten/Easter message series this Sunday 
called, “Encounters with Christ - Indescribable.”  The first Sunday in the mes-
sage series we will ask the question, “Who is This Man?”  This Sunday is the 
first Sunday in Lent and we’ll have a large rugged cross in the sanctuary as a 
seven week reminder that the cross always comes before the crown.  We will 
cover the cross  with flowers that we are encouraging the congregation to 
bring  on Easter Sunday.  We’ll have a team placing them on the cross and 
we’ll bring it down the aisle on that celebration Sunday, transformed by the 
living flowers you bring.  It will be a visible symbol of death being trans-
formed into life.   But the large wooden cross will be an “Old Rugged Cross” 
for six Sundays.  We will also  pass out small aluminum pocket crosses this 
Sunday that I’ll encourage you to carry all through the Lenten season as a 
daily reminder of God’s love for you.  

Did you know that over and over in the New Testament we are told specifi-
cally what Jesus had come to do?  I hope you’ll travel with us during this se-
ries as we look at seven encounters with Christ that reveal the purpose, pos-
sibility, and power of Easter.   We’ll have front row seats to seven of these 
moments as we observe Jesus having personal encounters with different 
men and women through his life and ministry.   They’re like portraits and 
we’ll be looking at these scenes with the idea of learning something new.  
Every time Jesus had an experience with somebody it was remarkable.  He 
never left people the same as when he found them. 

We’ll have new banners at the church sharing Lent and Easter with our com-
munity and we’ll make yard signs available that you can put in your own yard 
to share Easter worship and our Easter Sunday Easter Egg hunt.  This will be a 
special season. 

Continued inside... 

P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue to be 

on the list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the church office 

Pat Reel, Nita Bozek, Lou Bonett, Calvin Collins, Charlene Ortiz, Larrice Calhoun, Stan Bonett, Pam Herridge, Danny Christian, Nina Sli-

wka, Guy Weathers, Doris Fischer, Ryan and Diana Patton, Jennifer Robinson, Carla Roland, Tim Birdwell, Debra Hull, Sandra and David 

Rasberry, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Lin Pheng, Michael Bruck, Justin Shelton. Cindy Cavendar, Johnnie Sullivan, Jackie  Wilhoite , Michael 

Gill, Family of Ryker Thompson 

  MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton ( retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Steve Ramsdell, Interim Pastor, Christen Vick, Minister to Students, Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 

Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out 

James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee, Messenger editor 
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Y outh News 

 

Hi!  The season of Lent is 

upon us and Spring is right 

around the corner.  Unfortunately as I write this, 

it’s only 22 degrees outside, but this is Texas and as 

they say, “If you don’t like the weather, just wait a 

minute and it will change!”  That’s been very 

accurate lately.  The youth have been very busy 

over the past couple of months and will continue to 

be as we enter the season of Spring.  We have our 

big garage sale fundraiser coming up during the 

Bluebonnet Festival on Saturday, April 13th.  We 

will begin collecting items for the sale this week.  

We are asking that you wait to bring any large 

items until the week of the garage sale so that we 

won’t have to find a place to store it.  This is your 

opportunity to pass along any junk and/or 

treasures that you may want to get rid of.  All funds 

raised will go toward our youth mission trip coming 

up in June.  Thank you for having a heart for our 

youth!!  We love our church family and appreciate 

all you do to support us!!! 

Fifth Sunday Lunch 

We will be having a 5th Sunday lunch on March 31st 

right after the worship service.  The church will provide 

fried chicken for the meal, and we ask that you bring a 

side dish or dessert to share! Everyone make plans to 

stay for lunch on that day, since this will be a great 

time of fellowship with your brothers and sisters in 

Christ.  

From the Pastor continued... 

We’ll be talking about those Jesus encounters for the 
next seven weeks.  What I truly love about these Christ 
encounters in the New Testament, is that it seems at 
one level these people were looking for Jesus, but at a 
deeper level you get a real sense that He was looking 
for them. 

My prayer for the next seven weeks, as we build toward 
Easter, is that you and many others will come to discov-
er that all your life, God’s been looking for you.  And 
we’ll discover together how transformational that 
meeting can be. 

I hope you’re still praying the “St Patrick’s” prayer and 
wearing your God is Big Enough bracelet.  Ask God to 
show you moments in which you can witness to your 
faith.  God will open those doors if you’ll walk through 
them. 

I’d also like to encourage you to attend a Sunday School class.  
I’m so impressed with the classes, the lessons and the teach-
ers.  There is one just right for you.     All of our teachers plan 
their classes carefully and they would love to have you join 
them at 9:00 am on Sunday.  Don’t forget the 10:00 fellow-
ship time in the Family Life Center.  There is always coffee 
and we’re bringing more chocolate donuts due to popular 
demand. 

Check out our Easter Schedule.  From Lenten  displays, to 
Easter Egg Hunts on Easter Sunday,  my identical twin brother 
preaching on Palm Sunday, to Holy Thursday, an important 
worship experience, please make sure you’re included.  God 
is always doing a “new thing” and we’d love you to be part of 
it. 

SEE YOU THIS WEEKEND AT THE “ENCOUNTERS WITH CHRIST’ 
PLACE!. 

Pastor Stephen Ramsdell 

Interim Pastor at the FUMC of Ennis 

 
Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 
 
We are very busy at CDO and Pre-K. 
 
On Thursday, February 28 it might have been cold out-
side but inside Ennis Fire Station No.3 it was very nice 
and warm.   Pre-K, Lori and Landree's classes had a great 
time visiting Ennis Fire Station #3.   We were the first 
group to see the new Big Red Fire Truck!!  We had so 
much fun!!  The Fire Department will be coming back on 
March 26 with their Big Red Fire Truck for our younger 
classes. 
We have Spring Break next week, Woo Hoo!!  But when 
we come back we will be ready for warmer weather and 
spring. 
If you want to dance the “Twist” come by the church on 
Thursday, March 21 because we will be celebrating our 
50th day of school.   The “Soda Shop” will be open for 
Coke Floats or ice cream sundaes.   Can't wait to see all 
of the children dressed up.   
 
Everyone have a great Spring Break!! 

The Service of the Cross 

We will have the Service of the Cross on Sunday, March 10th, the first Sunday of Lent, 

to remind us that the Cross always comes before the Crown.  Pocket crosses will be 

passed out during worship.  A large cross will be in the Sanctuary until Easter Sun-

day. On Easter Sunday you are asked to bring  fresh flowers that will be placed on the 

Cross. You will not want to miss this next Sunday. 

Easter Yard Signs! 

We will have Easter yard signs available beginning 

Monday, March 11th.  These signs will advertise our 

Easter service and egg hunt. Please contact the church 

office next week to get your sign.  

A friendly reminder…. 

March 11th—March 15th will be spring break and 

there will be no CDO, Bible Studies or Kids L.I.F.E. that 

week.  

In case you haven't heard…. We 

received an announcement last week 

from our SPRC chairman, Jana Chancellor, 

and our interim pastor, Steve Ramsdell. 

FUMC of Ennis will be welcoming Pastor 

Matt Bailey and his family in July. His wife 

is Jennifer. They have two children, James 

who is 9 and Emma who is 13. We look 

forward to welcoming them to our 

church! 


