
 

  

 

 

Dear First Methodist Family, 
 
We are in the “What Matters Most” message series. This Sunday we will talk about 

“People.” People matter to God and they matter to the church. I hope to see you 
this Sunday! It will be a special time of worship and when God’s people gather, 
miracles happen. Come expecting a miracle. 

 
Matt Bailey, who will become your new pastor in July (First Sunday July 7) was 
here with his family Wednesday to attend the staff meeting and to become 

familiar with our church. They dropped by the parsonage and commented on how 
beautiful the new carpet and flooring looked. They are so impressed by the efforts 

of this church to be welcoming to their family. They are very excited their arrival 
is only a few weeks away.  Their children checked out their schools and Jennifer 
made connections with her new teaching position in Ennis schools.  I took Matt to 

one of the many famous Mexican food restaurants in Ennis and we had a great 
conversation about this wonderful church. 
 

Matt has his first sermon series ready for his new beginning In July and 
appropriately it is named, “In The Beginning.” On July 7 his first message in the 
sermon series will be titled, “The Endurance of the Saints.” He’ll be using Romans 

15:4-7 as his text. Please do all you can to be here the first Sunday this beautiful 
family worships with their new church. It’s an important Sunday and I hope you’ll 
be in worship. 

 
I also hope you’ll be in worship this Sunday. There are four Sunday’s between 
today and Matt’s arrival and each is important. 

 
What’s your vision for First United Methodist Church for the future? What will the 
new beginning of a new Pastor and family bring to this historic church? Will this 

church continue to grow in numbers and in discipleship? Will new leadership bring 
new ministries, a new vision, a new hope? Will we be willing to accept the 
challenge to spread the Gospel? 

 
We believe our vision has been and will continue to be to reach out to our 
community.  We want to do that as we intentionally reach out to our mission field 



and we want to do that as we seek to be an encouragement to those in our 
community. 
 

We’ve been looking at ways to reach out to our community and it’s been fun 
talking to Matt and the members of this church and see their faith and excitement 
grow as the possibilities are discussed. The three task forces are working hard on 

signs, welcome center and the Family Life Center. They have so many great ideas 
and the plans will soon be finalized. These initial plans will help the church in its 
mission to spread the gospel and to grow the church. Please continue to pray 

God’s blessings on us as each of us work to be effective in our ministries. 
 
I hope you’re praying for the Bailey family. I also hope you’ll remember the four 

Sundays between today and his arrival are important. 
 
I hope you’ve found a place to volunteer in Vacation Bible School! The Bailey 

family is excited to be included. We set the dates as well for this year’s 
confirmation class. Look for specifics soon. These are exciting days for the First 
United Methodist Church of Ennis. The best days are still ahead! 

 
SEE YOU SUNDAY AT THE PEOPLE MATTER TO GOD PLACE! 
 

 
Pastor Steve Ramsdell  

 

      (Letter from the Pastor for June 7, 2019) 


