
 

 

Dear First Methodist Family, 
 
 

Paul the apostle had an intensity about his faith that I’ve always 
admired.  However, Paul was the first to admit that he couldn’t always 
compete with his boastful opponents. In II Corinthians 12:2-10 he 

encountered his own inadequacies and he thanked God for them. He said that 
God has given him a “thorn in the flesh” to keep his feet on the ground. Paul 
wasn’t, at least at first, pleased with his thorn-gift. Later he learned to thank 

God for his thorn. 
 

God doesn’t always answer our prayers the way we would like. 
 
God does, however, answer our prayers. Sometimes he gives us a “my grace 

is sufficient” answer. We want “yes” answers but, like Paul, we must learn to 
glory in the sufficiency of God’s grace. 
 

There are dimensions of ourselves that would never be discovered or 
developed apart from a painful struggle. 
 

Paul boasted of his weakness. When we, like Paul, rely on God’s grace, our 
weakness becomes the occasion for the manifestation of his power. 
 

As a parent, I have often felt my own weakness and powerlessness to be the 
Father and Grandfather I know that I need to be. However, I rely on Paul’s 
witness when he said God’s grace is sufficient.  

 
The message this Sunday will be a message to the Dad’s and men of our 
church. It’s part of the “What Matters Most” series and Dad’s matter.”  I want 

to share a message with the men of our church of how important Godly men 
are in the church and in their families. 
 

As we look at our summer schedule, I encourage you to put this Sunday, 
Father’s Day, on your schedule. There will be a “Photo Op” area for Fathers 
and I’ll be giving away camouflage God is Big Enough Bracelets to the men of 



our church. This will be your only chance to get them. So please come. My 

family is also coming Sunday so our attendance will increase by 11 and my 
wife, Susan, will play a piano special and my daughter-in-law, Raschael, will 
sing in the choir. The children's time will also have five Ramsdells attending. It 

will be a fun Sunday. The youth are also going on a mission trip with our 
conference this Sunday after church and we will have a dedicated time of 
prayer for them. You’ll be asked to adopt one of the missionaries and pray for 

him or her by name while they are gone.  
 
We had a good few days at Annual Conference and it was a privilege to 

represent the FUMC of Ennis as your pastor alongside your lay Delegates, Tom 
Abrams and Keith Currens.  What a great team of leaders you have at FUMC of 
Ennis. They represented you well. 

 
Next week, I’ll bring a message about how important the church is and on 
June 30th, Dr. Larry Jinks will be preaching. These are special days so I look 

forward to seeing you Sunday. 
 
SEE YOU SUNDAY AT THE MESSAGE FOR DAD’S PLACE!   

 
Pastor Steve Ramsdell 
 

(Letter from the Pastor for June 14, 2019)  
 

  

 

   

 

  

 

      

  

 

 
 

 

 


