
The Messenger 

Church Events 

• January 26th – UMM Chili 

Cookoff—8 am-5 pm 

 

• January 27th—Ushers and 

greeters meeting @11:30 /

Memorial Hall 

 

• February 3rd—Scout Sunday 

 

• February 3rd—Gatekeepers  

meeting @ 11:30 / 

Memorial Hall  

   

• February 4th - Chat & Chew 

@ 11:30 am / 

Memorial Hall 

 

Semi-Monthly Newsletter of the First United Methodist Church 

F rom the Pastor 

 

  What fun it has been to share in worship with the 
wonderful people at First United Methodist Church of 
Ennis.   It was also a special time to share in a meet and greet time my first 
Wednesday in Ennis.  The fellowship was wonderful because I got to hear so 
many of your stories.  The food was excellent and I’ve shared the pictures of 
the welcome cake with all my friends.  I’ve received a warm welcome and I 
look forward to hearing more of your amazing stories in the weeks and 
months that lay ahead. 

   I’m excited about  sharing three message series that lead up to Easter and 
I’m just as excited about the message series that will follow Easter.  We will 
have a Lenten Season together, an Easter Sunday, Mothers Day, Fathers Day 
and many special worship and fellowship times.  Five and a half months will 
go fast but some very important things will happen.  We will glorify God and 
we’ll be preparing for your new pastor and his family.  We are in the Amazing 
Stories message series right now and I’m looking forward to sharing the third 
message in that series this Sunday with a “Life Lived with God.”   We will fol-
low that with “Brave Church.” “Four From the Heart” is the next four week 
Series that we’ll begin in two weeks.  I’m excited about this season in Ennis 
and I look forward with excitement to each Sunday.  I’ve found you to be a 
faith filled congregation filled with great confidence that the best days for a 
great church are still to come.  Pray now for this special season in a special 
church.    While I’m thrilled at who will be your next Senior Pastor, I also 
know that every day in Gods plans for the FUMC of Ennis are important.  I’m 
extremely confident in the positive future that is ahead for First Methodist in 
Ennis.   We have amazing members who serve Christ sacrificially and multiple 
ministries that flow from this church every day of the week.  There is every 
reason to believe that the best days of this historic church are still in the fu-
ture.  
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300 N. Sherman 
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P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue to be 

on the list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the church office 

Pat Reel, Nita Bozek, Lou Bonett, Calvin Collins, Charlene Ortiz, Larrice Calhoun, Stan Bonett, Pam Herridge, Danny Christian, Nina Sli-

wka, Guy Weathers, Doris Fischer, Ryan and Diana Patton, Jennifer Robinson, Carla Roland, Tim Birdwell, Debra Hull, Sandra and David 

Rasberry, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Lin Pheng, Michael Hall. Family of Henry Beckham, Cindy Cavendar, David Canady, Family of Emily 

Wade, Johnnie Sullivan 

  MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton (retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery  james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball  irisball@att.net 

 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

 

Staff at FUMC 
Rev. Steve Ramsdell, Interim Pastor; Christen Vick, Minister to Students; Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 

Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out; James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Making Disciples Who Make a Difference 

NON PROFIT 

ORGANIZATION 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Ennis, TX 75119 

Permit No. 95 

First United Methodist  Church 

300 N Sherman St.  

Ennis, TX 75119 

http://www.fumcennis.org/


Paraments January 7th until 

the day before Ash  

Wednesday 

The parament cloths on the communion 

table, pulpit, and Bible along with the 

stoles worn by ordained ministers help 

us mark the various seasons of the Chris-

tian Year. The colors will be white on the 

first Sunday of each month for commun-

ion. Beginning on January 7th the colors 

will then change to green. Green repre-

sents life and growth. The colors will re-

main green until the day before Ash 

Wednesday. 

 

Wednesday Night Live 

will be on hold until 

further notice. 

Bible Study 

A new Bible study began on 

Wednesday, January 16th, at 10 

am in the Word classroom. Each 

Wednesday the morning study will be led by our 

new interim pastor, Steve Ramsdell.  We are 

studying the book of Acts.  There is also a Bible 

Study at 6pm in the Word classroom. Dr. Larry 

Jinks will be leading the evening study on the 

book of Romans. Bring your Bible, and join us for 

either the morning study on Acts, the evening 

study on Romans, or both! 

Golden Sweetheart Banquet 

Calling all you love birds that have been 
married for 50 years or more!! You are 

invited to the Golden Sweetheart Banquet on Febru-
ary 12th at the First United Methodist Church. We 
will be sending invitations out the first week of Feb-
ruary and will be accepting RSVP’s at that time. If 
you have never attended, please contact the church 
office at 972 875-7491 and we will be glad to get you 
added to the guest list. More details will be coming 
soon about this fun night honoring all of you couples 
that are making major love history. 

From the Pastor cont... 

I encourage you to pray daily for the young family that 
will lead your church in its next season.   They are so 
excited and they are counting the days. But we are lov-
ing our time in Ennis and are making new friends daily 
and hope you are praying for these transitional days.  
It’s  been a privilege to serve Christ with you and I’ve 
seen God working in so many special ways in your Sun-
day School Classes, in your small groups, in quilting, in 
after school ministries, and the list goes on and on.   
Susan and I have served 17 churches and seven differ-
ent appointments and it’s been great fun to add First 
United Methodist Church of Ennis as our ninth appoint-
ment. I’m hearing your stories and they are amazing 
stories.  In this interim time I’m asking God to show me 
with clarity what the next step will be for this great 
church as we prepare for the next Senior Pastor.   It’s 
been such fun leading, dreaming, and sharing our com-
mon love for Jesus and His church and I look forward to 
all the God moments that will happen in our time to-
gether.  

I hope you’ve picked up a couple of God is Big Enough 
bracelets as a tool to share your faith and your church.  
They will be available each Sunday and during the 
week.  Feel free to give the bracelets away.  They are 
very effective in sharing the heart of our church and 
the love of God, and I’ve already heard some “Amazing 
Stories” in regard to sharing the bracelets.  I lead a 
ministry that is providing them and I have 250 people 
committed to praying for each of you and this church.   
God is with us. 

I’m loving my Bible study on Wednesday mornings at 10:00.  
The Book of Acts is a great book to study and you can join us 
any Wednesday!   I’ll continue each Wednesday and I’m look-
ing forward to seeing some new faces as well as the beautiful 
faces of those I’ve already met each Wednesday.   We also 
have additional good news in that Dr. Larry Jinks, one of the 
best Bible teachers in Texas, is also bringing a Bible Study on 
the Book of Romans each Wednesday at 6:00 pm .  What a 
great time to be part of First Methodist in Ennis.  What an 
amazing church.   Blessings on the  Methodist Men’s Chili Cook
-off Saturday.  What a great time for a great cause.   Check out 
the church web-site or the church Face Book page for more 
information about our church events.  You can also read our 
newsletter from front to back for important information.  We 
have a great volunteer team who keep them up to date and 
they are full of great information about our church.   Above all, 
please come worship with us on Sunday.  Your presence is vi-
tal and I believe you will be blessed by being present.   

Don’t forget the words that I believe define the church.   
They’ve been my theme for many years. Everyone is Invited!  
Everyone is Included!  So Anything is Possible! 

See you Sunday.  I think you’ll be glad you came. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Interim/consultant/preaching Pastor 

FUMC Ennis. 

 

Y 
outh News 

 

 

Hi everyone!! 

Just a quick note to remind you about 
our upcoming Super Bowl fundraiser on 
Sunday, February 3rd before and after 
worship service. We will have lots of 
dips, snacks and treats for you to pur-
chase for your Super Bowl gatherings. All 
funds raised will go toward youth and 
youth missions. Thank you for your sup-
port. We love our church family!!! 

Children’s Day Out and  

Pre-Kindergarten 

We love Bible time with Miss Christen!! 
Every Thursday afternoon Pre-Kindergarten, Lori 
and Landree’s classes have Bible time in the sanctu-
ary.  Our “Minister to Students” Christen Vick reads 
a Bible story, then asks the children questions about 
the story, and they do listen. 
I do think their favorite part is singing and their 
favorite song is 
                “Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelu, Hallelujah, 
                           Praise ye the Lord.” 
It is more like an aerobic workout for myself but 
the children do love it. Each Bible time ends in a 
prayer. 
“Tick Tock goes the clock now it’s time to pray.  We 
fold our hands and bow our head. Thank you Jesus. 
We love you!! Amen.” 

Chat & Chew 

Chat & chew will be held 

in Memorial Hall on 

Monday, February 4th, 

at 11:30 am. Come and 

enjoy lunch and a time 

to “chat” with friends! 

Mid-Winter 

Our youth will be attending Mid-Winter 

retreat with our conference from February 

15th through 17th.  The registration fee is 

$125 per participant.  This poses as a fi-

nancial burden for some of our youth and 

their families.  If you would like to sponsor 

one of our youth to be a part of this week-

end retreat, please contact Christen and/

or mark your contribution as Youth Re-

treat.  Thank you for allowing these young 

people to be a part of an amazing week-

end filled with worship, fellowship and fun 

while they make connections with other 

youth from the conference and grow spir-

itually.  Be blessed!  


