
 

 

Dear First Methodist Family, 

I don’t normally title my letters to the churches, but if I did I would put “Transitions” as the title of this article. 

That is the season First United Methodist Church of Ennis is in. Leadership transitions are a big deal for a 

church. My last Sunday as your interim/consultant/ preaching pastor will be the end of June and ’m looking to 
sharing three message series that lead up to Easter and I’m just as excited about the message series that will 

follow Easter. We will have a Lenten Season together, an Easter Sunday, Mothers Day, Fathers Day and many 
special worship and fellowship times. Five and a half months will go fast but some very important things will 

happen. We will glorify God and we’ll be preparing for your new pastor and his family. We are in the Amazing 

Stories message series right now and I’m looking forward to sharing the second message in that series this 
Sunday with “The Truth About God.” “Four From the Heart” is the next four week Series that we’ll begin in 

three weeks. I’m excited about this transitional season in Ennis and I look forward with excitement to each 

Sunday. ’ve found you to be a faith filled congregation filled with great confidence that the best days for a 

great church are still to come. Pray now for this special season in a special church. While I’m thrilled at who 

will be your next Senior Pastor, I also know that every day in Gods plans for the FUMC of Ennis are 

important. I’m extremely confident in the positive future that is ahead for First Methodist in Ennis. We have 

amazing members who serve Christ sacrificially and multiple ministries that flow from this church every day 

of the week. There is every reason to believe that the best days of this historic church are still in the future. I’m 

also confident the Holy Spirit is at work in this time of transitions and that God has great plans for this 

fellowship as well as the power to bless those plans. We are determined to make these interim days wonderful 

days for First United Methodist Church of Ennis. Effective transitioning takes time and we are hard at work. 

I encourage you to pray daily for the young family that will lead your church in its next season and I know 

you’re aware that these days of transition are critically important. We are loving our time in Ennis and are 

making new friends daily. It’s also been a privilege to serve Christ with you and I’ve seen God working in so 

many special ways in your Sunday School Classes, in your small groups, in quilting, in after school ministries 

and the list goes on and on. Susan and I have served 17 churches and seven different appointments and it’s 

been great fun to add First United Methodist Church of Ennis as our ninth appointment. I’m hearing your 

stories and they are amazing stories. In this interim time I’m asking God to show me with clarity what the next 

step will be for this great church as we prepare for the next Senior Pastor. It’s been such fun leading, dreaming, 

and sharing our common love for Jesus and His church and I look forward to sharing until early summer. 

I hope you’ve picked up a couple of God is Big Enough bracelets as a tool to share your 
faith and your church. They will be available each Sunday and during the week. Feel 
free to give the bracelets away. They are very effective in sharing the heart of our 
church and the love of God and I’ve already heard some “Amazing Stories” in regard to 

sharing the bracelets.I loved my first Bible study on Wednesday morning at 10:00. It was a wonderful 

Group and the Book of Acts is a great book to study! This Wednesday I’ll continue with the study and I’m 

looking forward to seeing some new faces as well as the beautiful faces of those I met last Wednesday. We 

also have additional good news in that Dr. Larry Jinks, one of the best Bible teachers in Texas, will begin a 

study this Wednesday at 6:00 pm on the Book of Romans. What a great time to be part of First Methodist in 

Ennis. What an amazing church. Don’t forget the Methodist Men’s Chili Cook-off on Saturday. Check out the 

church web-site or the church Face Book page for more information about that or many of our church events. 



You can also read our newsletter from front to back for important information. We have a great volunteer team 

who keep them up to date and they are full of great information about our church that will bless your life. 

Above all, please come worship with us on Sunday. Your presence is vital and I believe you will be blessed by 

being present. 

Don't forget the words that I believe define the church. They’ve been my theme for 
many years. Everyone is Invited! Everyone is Included! So Anything is Possible! 

See you Sunday. I think You’ll be glad you came. I also want to thank each of you for 
such a warm welcome on Sundays, during the week and at the Meet and Greet. I 
shared pictures of the welcome cake with many people. I’m so very grateful for each of 

you. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Interim/consultant/preaching Pastor 

FUMC Ennis. 

 

(Pastor's Corner January 18, 2019)        

 


