
Church Events 

• February 23rd— Men’s 

Prayer Breakfast @ 8 am 

• February 23rd — UMM @   

9 am 

• February 23rd—Cub Scouts 

Pinewood Derby (FLC) 

• February 24th – Recognize 

Leadership during worship 

• February 24th – Youth 

progressive dinner 

• March 6th—Ash Wednesday 
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From the Pastor… 

Dear First Methodist Family, 

Some people’s lives are small because their goals are small.  I knew a guy whose 
main goal in life seemed to be to keep students from a local middle school from 
cutting across his yard.  He would wait until school let out, and he would watch 
though a window until an unwitting student walked on his grass, and he would run 
out to chase them off his property.   He finally put out a chain link fence from the 
corner of his house to the edge of the street.  It looked weird, but it seemed to 
work.  And his life’s goal seems to have been accomplished.  As we continue with 
the “4 From the Heart” message series, I’m continually reminded that the size of 
our dreams, should reflect the size of our God.  Are your dreams for your life and 
for our church so “Full of Heart” it would take a “Big” God to make them happen?  
This Sunday we’ll be talking about how to “Guard Your Heart.”   That’s always an 
important part of our growing our faith and I truly hope you’ll join us Sunday for 
Sunday School  followed by worship at 10:30 am. 

Sometimes our personal goals for living can be as trivial as keeping kids off the 
grass.   I’m afraid some churches can also build their ministry on the trivialities of 
religion rather than the life changing relationship with God that Jesus Christ can 
bring.  I’ve even heard of one church where the members were happy about a 
church split because there was no longer a problem with finding a place to sit and 
parking was much easier to find. 

I’m grateful to have been asked to step into an interim preaching and pastoring 
role at the First United Methodist Church of Ennis, because this is a church with big 
goals and big dreams.  This church is full of people who have a big faith in a big 
God and attempt big ministries for God.  You are not driven by the trivial because 
you’re to busy believing God for a church filled with the transforming power of our 
resurrected savior.  The many ministries of this church that impact lives all over 
Ennis and throughout the world reflect your belief in a big God. 

continued inside... 

P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue 

to be on the list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the 

church office 

Pat Reel, Nita Bozek, Lou Bonett, Calvin Collins, Charlene Ortiz, Larrice Calhoun, Stan Bonett, Pam Herridge, Danny Christian, 

Nina Sliwka, Guy Weathers, Doris Fischer, Ryan and Diana Patton, Jennifer Robinson, Carla Roland, Tim Birdwell, Debra Hull, 

Sandra and David Rasberry, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Lin Pheng, Michael Bruck, Justin Shelton. Cindy Cavendar, Johnnie Sullivan, 

Jackie  Wilhoite , Michael Gill 

  MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton ( retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Steve Ramsdell, Interim Pastor, Christen Vick, Minister to Students, Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 

Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out 

James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee, Messenger editor 
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Making Disciples Who Make a Difference 

http://www.fumcennis.org/


From the Pastor continued... 

I’ve experienced that kind of church in my many conversations 
and meetings with the people who love this church.  Hope, 
faith and a desire to be faithful to God was the common de-
nomination in every word I heard.  People keep telling me that 
they would say a big yes to any mission a big God called them 
to do.  That’s a faith declaration that honors God and grows a 
big faith. 

I am also reminded that big commitments means a big trust in 
a big God.  I hope you’ll tackle a ministry so big that only God 
could make it happen.  As I walk through this beautiful church 
facility,  I’m continually reminded of  how God uses his people 
for big purposes.  I hope you’re wearing the God is Big Enough 
wrist band I’m passing out weekly and that it reminds you to 
pray for our church and to share your faith.  A big God will 
hear your small prayers, but I think he appreciates the big 
prayers we pray as well.   I also hope you’ll continue praying 
the “St. Patrick’s” prayer I passed out.   You know it’s im-
portant because it’s laminated.   I’ll make bracelets and the 

prayer available again this Sunday. 

Last weekend the message was a heart check up as we 
talked about how to run a few tests. This Sunday the 
message is called  “Guard your Heart.”  I hope you’ll be in 
worship as we look to a God who is Big Enough to honor 
our faith and big dreams.   

We will also install our new church leadership on Febru-
ary 24th.  This will be fun and exciting Sunday.   Don’t for-
get the weekly Bible Studies at church on Wednesdays at 
10:00 am and 6:00 pm.  You’re invited, included and any-
thing is possible. 

SEE YOU SUNDAY AT THE “4 FROM THE HEART” PLACE.  YOU 
ARE AN AMAZING CHURCH AND GOD IS BLESSING YOU.  THE 
BEST DAYS ARE IN FRONT OF US!   

PASTOR STEVE RAMSDELL 
Interim Pastor, FUMC of Ennis 

Y outh News 

 

The youth had a great weekend at Glen 

Lake Camp in Glenrose this past weekend. Our youth wor-

shiped with over 350 other youth from all over our confer-

ence. They had the opportunity to meet with small groups and 

dig into scripture with other teens. The theme this year was 

“Despite the Fear” and our youth talked about why it is so im-

portant to stay focused on God, so that when they are faced 

with choices, temptation and surrounded by the chaos in the 

world, they will be able to respond in a way that is pleasing in 

God’s eyes. They were able to grow spiritually while meeting 

new people and having fun. This was an AMAZING weekend 

for all involved!!   Retreats like this help to shape our youth 

into the young men and women of God that they are called to 

be.  Thank you to all of you who helped make this weekend 

possible!!!  

Recognize Leadership 

There will be an installation of new officers for our 

church committees during our worship service on 

Sunday, February 24th. We will recognize and pray 

over the 2019 leaders of our church.  

Children’s Day Out and Pre-Kindergarten 

 

February is “Community Service Month”!! 

We love it when we have special visitors at CDO & Pre-K.   

Our very favorite “Mail Carrier” came to visit us on 
Thursday, February 7.  We love Anna Gunn.   She 
brought all kind of postage stamps to show us, we 
bought stamps from her and we mailed a letter home.  
Our Pre-K class was able to walk to the Post Office on 
February 12 and mailed their letters. 

We are looking forward to Ennis Police Department com-
ing to see us and teaching us about being safe. 

We will have “Community Service” day on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 21 we will get to dress up as our favorite Communi-
ty helper. 

Pre-K, Lori and Landree’s classes get to go to the new 
Ennis Fire Station on February 28.  The Fireman will 

come to visit our younger classes, they will 
bring their Big RED Fire Truck!!  We can’t 
wait!! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUNGER DOESN’T TAKE A 
SPRING BREAK 

 
GROCERY NEEDS 

 
Peanut Butter – Juice Boxes 

Graham Crackers – Jelly 

Cereal - Breakfast Bars 

 
ACTIVITY NEEDS 

 
Coloring Books - Crayons 

Washable Markers - Playdough 

Small Games - Books 

 
Kid Friendly snacks that don’t require refrigeration 

or need to be cooked. 
 

Isaiah 58:10 Feed the hungry, and help those in trouble. Then your 
light will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around 

you will be as bright as noon. 
 

God bless you for helping FUMC Outreach Ministry! 
 

Return items to church by March 6th 

“Mail Carrier” Anna Gunn with our Landree, Lori, 

and Pre-K classes. 

Ash Wednesday 

March 6, 2019 

Come and go communion and imposition of ashes 

in the sanctuary. 

12:00 pm—1:00 pm 

4:30 pm—6:00 pm 

 

 Altar Paraments 

On Ash Wednesday the altar paraments will 

change to black or gray to signify sinfulness 

and death. During the season of Lent the par-

aments will be purple to signify penitence, 

solemnness, spiritual focus, and self-denial in 

preparation for Easter.  This color will remain 

until the week before Easter. 

Mission Statement  

Making disciples who make a difference by: 

• Loving God 

• Loving Others 

• Growing in Faith 

• Reaching the World 

St. Patrick’s Prayer 

God, I arise today through a mighty strength, 

The blessing of the Trinity 

God’s strength to pilot me, God’s might up hold me, 

God’s wisdom to guide me, 

Christ within me, Christ before me,  

Christ beneath me, Christ above me. 

God, I choose above all else to live this day with you. I joyfully 

offer you my time, my attitudes, my energy, and my words. 

With your help, I will fill this day with obedience, gratitude, 

humility, and a little PIZZAZZ.  In Jesus Name, Amen 


