
Dear First Methodist Family, 
 
It’s 2019 and we’re already into February.   It’s hard to believe Christmas is behind us and a new year is 
already into its second month.  I hope your new year has been a joyous new start to a great new you.   I’m 
hoping for great things for First Methodist Church as we move ever so quickly into February.  We are 
working on goals and plans for the next few years and some exciting things are being developed. We will 
complete the “Amazing Stories” message series this Sunday with, “Brave Church.” Ennis is a brave 
church.  I’m looking forward to sharing this word as well as recognizing Boy Scouting in our church with 
Boy Scout Sunday.  The youth ministry is also having a snack sale that coordinates with Super Bowl 
Sunday to fund their missions. I hear that Christen Vick's seven layer dip is a legend so come pick up 
something to snack on for the big bowl game. It’s an important day to be in worship and I hope to see you 
there. What a fun time these first Sunday’s in a new year have been as I continue to discover the vibrancy 
and purpose of a great church.  I had always heard that First Methodist Ennis was a great church and now 
I have a personal experience of the truth of what I have always heard.  
 
I believe that the local church is the visible body of Christ in our world and remains God’s best hope for our 
world. For most of my life, the local church has captured my heart, my mind and my deepest devotion.  The 
local church is the hope of the world. After all these years I can still join Timothy Dwight in saying:  
 
               Beyond my highest joys I prize her heavenly ways. 
               Her sweet communion, solemn vows, her hymns of love and praise. 
 
I’ve been teaching a Bible Study each Wednesday at 10:00 am on the Book of Acts and we just talked 
about the opening day of the church. What a great group is gathering on Wednesdays and there is room 
for many more. We have moved to a larger room to make room.  We were reminded in our most recent 
study that the Church Jesus established is worth loving. Because I love what the church is at its best, I want 
God’s very best for our church.  So I spend time in prayer and Bible study pondering ways to fulfill God’s 
vision for this very special community of faith.  I’m hoping you are praying daily the St. Patrick’s Prayer I 
passed out Sunday. (I will pass more this Sunday so don’t miss out.) I also hope your day is filled with a 
little “Pizzazz.”  Sometimes I find myself asking, “If Jesus came to our church to spend a day or two, if he 
just came for a visit, I wonder what he would say or do?”  Are we what he meant us to be? Are we what we 
could be? Is the church more than bibles, sermons, and banners?  
 
As we read the story of the early church beginnings in the Book of Acts, we were reminded that First 
Methodist of Ennis is not my church. This is not your church. This church belongs to Christ. And it is He we 
are following in building the church of tomorrow. 
 
If Jesus came to our church to spend a day or two, I believe he would say: “Worship more fully – pray more 
deeply … believe more strongly …. Follow more closely… and seek the lost while they may be found. After 
a lunch that restored the integrity of a prosperous tax collector names Zaccheus, Jesus said, “The Son of 
Man came to seek and to save the lost.” To be lost is to be misplaced, mislaid, misguided, misused, and 
missing. The human problem of lostness is so great, that even newspapers run daily ads deciding items 
that are lost and found. One ad reads, “God works in mysterious ways and I am praying you will play a role 
in returning a diamond ring that was lost over the holidays.” 
 
I don’t know if God cares about lost rings; I know he cares about lost people. When Jesus was leaving earth 
he said to his disciples, “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, teaching them all that I have commanded you.”  We should be about that mission as 
a church. 
 
What happened in the Book of Acts is incredible, unexplainable, and incomprehensible, unless the Holy 
Spirit is involved. God was doing something extraordinary and I believe that God is still in the business of 
doing the incredible, unexplainable, incomprehensible and extraordinary.   I believe that all that God could 
ever do, he can do today. Our job is to be very sure that we don’t get in his way. I’d be glad to see you on 
Wednesday at 10:00am as we continue our Study on the Book of Acts or join Dr. Jinks at 6:00 pm on the 



same day as they work through the Book of Romans.  First Ennis has many amazing Bible teachers on 
Sunday and Wednesdays and I hope you will find a way to connect.  Everyone is invited, everyone is 
included and anything is possible. 
 
As we finish the “Amazing Stories” message series this Sunday we’ll be preparing for the message series 
that begins the next Sunday.  It will be four messages called, “4 From the Heart.”  Not a bad title for a 
sermon series that will happen the same month as Valentines Day. This series will prepare us for the 
Lenten/Easter series called “Encounters with Christ – Indescribable.”  We have some special plans for 
these seasons of the church and you won’t want to miss a Sunday. 
 
 
SEE YOU THIS SUNDAY AT “The BRAVE Church” place. 
 
In Christ 
Pastor Steve Ramsdell 
�


