
Church Events 
• February 10th – Ladies 

Luncheon @ 11:45 am 

• February 10th – Trustee 

Meeting @11:45 am (Word) 

• February 12th—Golden 

Sweetheart Banquet @ 5:30 

pm (FLC) 

• February 15th—17th—Youth 

Midwinter @Glenrose 

• February 17th - NOW 

Meeting @11:45 (MH) / 

Endowment @12 pm 

(Epworth class)/ Finance @ 

1:15 pm (Word class) 

• February 23rd - Men’s 

Breakfast @ 8 am  

• February 23rd—United 

Methodist Men @ 9 am (MH) 

• February 23rd—Cub Scouts 

Pinewood Derby (FLC) 

• February 24th— Installation 

of New Officers during 

Worship 
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From the Pastor… 

Dear First Methodist Family, 

It’s 2019 and we’re already into February.   It’s hard to believe Christmas is behind us 
and a new year is already into it’s second month.     I hope your new year has been a 
joyous new start to a great new you.   I’m hoping for great things for First Methodist 
Church as we move ever so quickly into February.   We are working on goals and 
plans for the next few years and some exciting things are being developed. We com-
pleted the “Amazing Stories” message series with, “Brave Church.”   Ennis is a brave 
church.  We also recognized Boy Scouting in our church.  We have a wonderful troop.  
The youth  also had a snack sale that coordinated with Super Bowl Sunday to fund 
their missions.  Thanks to those who supported that important fund raiser.   What a 
fun time these first Sundays in a new year have been as I continue to discover the 
vibrancy and purpose of a great church.   I had always heard that First Methodist En-
nis was a great church and now I have a personal experience of the truth of what I 
have always heard.   

I believe that the local church is the visible body of Christ in our world and remains 
God’s best hope for our world.  For most of my life, the local church has captured my 
heart, my mind and my deepest devotion.   The local church is the hope of the world. 
After all these years I can still join Timothy Dwight in saying:   

                Beyond my highest joys I prize her heavenly ways. 

                Her sweet communion, solemn vows, her hymns of love and praise. 

I’ve been teaching a Bible Study each Wednesday at 10:00 am on the Book of Acts 

and we just talked about the opening day of the church.  What a great group is gath-

ering on Wednesdays and there is room for many more.  We have moved to a larger 

room to make room .  We were reminded in our most recent study  that the Church 

Jesus established is worth loving.  Because I love what the church is at its best, I want 

God’s very best for our church.   So I spend time in prayer and Bible study pondering 

ways to fulfill God’s vision for this very special community of faith.   

Continued inside... 

P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue to 

be on the list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the church 

office 

Pat Reel, Nita Bozek, Lou Bonett, Calvin Collins, Charlene Ortiz, Larrice Calhoun, Stan Bonett, Pam Herridge, Danny Christian, Nina 

Sliwka, Guy Weathers, Doris Fischer, Ryan and Diana Patton, Jennifer Robinson, Carla Roland, Tim Birdwell, Debra Hull, Sandra and 

David Rasberry, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton, Lin Pheng, Michael Bruck, Justin Shelton. Cindy Cavendar, Johnnie Sullivan, Family of Bri-

an Payne 

  MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton ( retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Steve Ramsdell, Interim Pastor, Christen Vick, Minister to Students, Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 

Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out 

James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Messenger Editor, Juanita McBee 
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 From the Pastor continued... 

I’m hoping you are praying daily the St. Patricks Prayer I passed out 
the last two Sundays.  (I will pass out more this Sunday so don’t miss 
out.)  I also hope your day is filled with a little “Pizzazz.”  Sometimes 
I find myself asking, “If Jesus came to our church to spend a day or 
two, if he just came for a visit, I wonder what he would say or do?”   
Are we what he meant us to be?  Are we what we could be?  Is the 
church more than bibles, sermons, and banners?   

As we read the story of the early church beginnings in the Book of 
Acts, we were reminded that First Methodist of Ennis is not my 
church.  This is not your church.  This church belongs to Christ.  And 
it is He we are following in building the church of tomorrow. 

If Jesus came to our church to spend a day or two, I believe he 
would say:  “Worship more fully – pray more deeply … believe more 
strongly …. Follow more closely . .. and seek the lost while they may 
be found.  After a lunch that restored the integrity of a prosperous 
tax collector names Zaccheus, Jesus said, “The Son of Man came to 
seek and to save the lost.” To be lost is to be misplaced, mislaid, 
misguided, misused, and missing.  The human problem of lostness is 
so great, that even newspapers run daily ads about items that are 
lost and found.  One ad reads, “God works in mysterious ways and I 
am praying you will play a role in returning a diamond ring that was 
lost over the holidays.” 

I don’t know if God cares about lost rings; I know he cares about lost 
people.  When Jesus was leaving earth he said to his disciples, “Go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, teaching them all that I have command-
ed you.”   We should be about that mission as a church. 

What happened in the Book of Acts is incredible, unexplainable, and 
incomprehensible, unless the Holy Spirit is involved.  God was doing 
something extraordinary and I believe that God is still in the busi-
ness of doing the incredible, unexplainable, incomprehensible and 

extraordinary.    I believe that all that God could ever do, 
he can do today.  Our job is to be very sure that we don’t 
get in his way.  I’d be glad to see you on Wednesday at 
10:00 am as we continue our Study on the Book of Acts , 
or join Dr. Jinks at 6:00 pm on the same day as they work 
through the Book Of Romans.   First Ennis has many 
amazing Bible teachers on Sunday and Wednesdays and I 
hope you will find a way to connect.   Everyone is invited, 
everyone is included and anything is possible. 

We will begin a new four messages called,  “4 From the 
Heart”  this Sunday.  Not a bad title for a sermon series 
that will happen the same month as Valentines Day.  This 
series will prepare us for the Lenten/Easter series called 
“Encounters With Christ – Indescribable.”   We have some 
special plans for these seasons of the church and you 
won’t want to miss a Sunday. 

Kay Weathers is doing a great job with updating our web-
site at fumcennis.com.  Check it out regularly. You can 
help her by sending her pictures of church events so she 
can publish some of them.  Greg Brown is updating our 
church facebook page and you can help him in the same 
way.   Check these sites regularly for important infor-
mation on the activities past, present and future of First 
Methodist of Ennis.  Juanita McBee is the editor of our 
newsletter and she appreciates your help in publishing 
church events.  James Montgomery puts the Sunday bul-
letin together and he does a great job.   What a great 
team we have to keep our church moving. 

SEE YOU THIS SUNDAY AT the “4 From the Heart” place. 

In Christ 

Pastor Steve Ramsdell 

Golden Sweetheart Banquet 

 

The Ennis Christian Minister’s Association will again be sponsoring 

the Golden Sweetheart Banquet for all those in Ennis who have been 

married to the same spouse for at least fifty years at some point in 

2019.  The Banquet will be February 12.  The “Golden” people are 

invited to attend the event which will be held at the First United 

Methodist Church located at 300 N. Sherman Street in Ennis.   

There will be a meal provided with some special entertainment.  

There will also be a chocolate fountain which is certainly a delightful 

attraction.  As the “Golden” people enter the building on the north 

side of the church, we invite you to register and have your photo-

graph taken for a memory of the evening. 

The doors will open at 5:30 pm and the meal will be served at 6:30 

pm.  This should be a great evening of fellowship, food and fun!! 

The Ennis Christian Minister’s Association considers it a great privi-

lege to be able to sponsor this event so as to honor all those who 

have achieved such a remarkable milestone.  Surviving spouses who 

were married for 50 years are also encouraged to attend.  You may 

RSVP your intent to attend at 972 875-7491.  If you have never 

attended, but would like to make this a new tradition, please call and 

give us your information and RSVP as well.  We look forward to see-

ing all of you Love Birds on Tuesday, February 12th.   

Children's Day Out & Pre-kindergarten  

Pajama Day and Winter Day 

Who doesn't like Pajama Day!  We love it!  We had a great 
and relaxing fun day, well maybe not relaxing but everyone 
was so comfy.   

We had a Texas winter day, since we don't get snow we 
made snow.   We got to play  with the snow and feel how 
cold it was.  We had “Hot" chocolate (warm chocolate) 
with marshmallows and popcorn for snack.   We had a 
great day for our last day of January.  

February we are very busy.  We have  Valentine Day and it 
is  Community Service month.  Our Valentine parties will 
be on February 14.   We will have had visits from Ennis 
Post Office, Ennis Police Officers and Ennis Fire Depart-
ment and have “Community Service Day" on February 21.    

Happy Valentine’s Day everyone! 
Miss Eva’s sunbeams being silly on pajama day! 

Y outh News 

 

The youth are looking forward to our Mid-

Winter retreat February 15th -17th at Glen Lake Camp in Glen-

rose.  We have a group of 10 that will be attending along with 

300 other youth from our conference.  The youth will have 

the opportunity to worship, participate and study in small 

groups, meet new people and have fun while at camp.  While 

at Glen Lake Camp, our youth will focus on the importance of 

their relationship with God.  They might even form some Bi-

ble skills in the process. Our theme this year is “Despite the 

Fear” and each session we will be talking about the changes, 

choices and fears in life and how we can see and find God 

amongst them.  It is super exciting to be a part of a retreat 

like this and have the opportunity to see our youth grow spir-

itually into the young men and women of God that they are 

called to be.  Please keep all of our youth and adults that will 

be attending in your prayers and as always, thank you for sup-

porting our youth!!  Be Blessed! 

S uccessful Chili Cook-off!  

 

The United Methodist Men hosted a Chili Cook-Off on 

January 26th. It was a beautiful day filled with lots of 

chili, fun, and fellowship. Thank you to everyone who 

participated and helped make this event a success! 

The cook-off teams 

Our judges 

Installation of Officers 

There will be an installation of new officers for our 

church committees during our worship service on 

Sunday, February 24th. We will recognize and pray 

over the 2019 leaders of our church.  


