
Church Events 

• Aug 4th  -GAKAC Backpacking 2-4 pm 

@EHS 

• Aug 5
th
 – Normal office hours resume—

Mon.– Thurs. from  9 am—5 pm 

• Aug 5
th
 – Chat & Chew @ 11:30 am 

• Aug 9
th
  - GAKAC Prayer Service  

• Aug 10
th -

 GAKAC Event  8 am—12 pm 

@ EHS 

• Aug 11
th
—Back to School Sunday 

• Aug 14
th—

Choir Practice Resumes 

• Aug 18
th—

 11:45am N.O.W.Meeting

(MH)/ 12:00pm Trustees (Epworth) / 

1:15pm Finance (Word) / 2:30 Admin 

Council (MH) 

• Aug 24th – Men’s Prayer Breakfast @    

8 am  (MH) 

• Aug 27
th
 – CDO “Meet the Teacher” @   

6 pm 

• Aug 29
th  

- Pre-K “Meet the Teacher” @ 

6 pm 
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From the Pastor 

Our Mission: To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 

One of the things I love about the United Method-

ist Church is its mission statement taken directly from Je-

sus’ closing commandments to His disciples: “Make disci-

ples of Jesus Christ”. I typically roll my eyes when people quote mission state-

ments. It makes me think I’m probably talking to some brown-nosing company 

man. But our mission is a beautifully simple, concise statement spoken from 

the mouth of the Son of God highlighting the very core of what we are about. I 

can’t help but love it. We make disciples of Jesus Christ. If we accomplish that 

goal and fail at everything else then we have been successful. If we fund a 

massive budget, build and maintain a beautiful worship space, sing all the right 

songs, say all the right words but never make disciples we have utterly failed at 

our task. 

 As your pastor, it is my duty to challenge the church to keep this mis-

sion at the center of all that we do. Whenever we use resources for any pur-

pose the question should be asked, will this resource produce discipleship? 

Will someone be encouraged to draw near to Christ? Will someone grow in 

love and be renewed in their image of God? For example, air conditioners are 

resource hogs. We have to buy them, run them, change the filters, and fix 

them when they break. People have to give them their attention, time, and 

financial resources. But without them we would probably have very few op-

portunities to make disciples in July and August. So, in my opinion, air condi-

tioners are a great investment for a church focused on making disciples! 

Continued inside... 

P rayer Concerns Beginning  each month we will clear the current list, If you know of a family member or loved one who needs to continue to be 

on the list, contact the church office with that information. If you know of someone who needs to be on our list, please call the church office 

Pat Reel, Nita Bozek, Calvin Collins, Charlene Ortiz, Larrice Calhoun, Stan Bonett, Pam Herridge, Nina Sliwka, Ryan and Diana Patton, 

Jennifer Robinson, Carla Roland, Tim Birdwell, Debra Hull, Sandra and David Rasberry, Kelli Rasberry, Olivia and Kaleb Clifton,  Justin 

Shelton, Alex Campbell, Scott Clark, Michael Gill, Steve Keller, Edna Perkins, Lin Pheng Megan Jones, Tex Kuehn. Amanda Elliot, Cindy 

Cavendar, Johnnie Sullivan, Jackie  Wilhoite ,  Hope  St. Mars, Bill Fullerton, Addie Harrison, Danzell Myers, Bobbie Myers, Joe Myers, 

Kay Haymond, Cathy Stacks, Doris  Gerron, Ellen Miller, Rhonda Hamer, Leo Kutchera, Dorothy Campbell, Rolene and Bill Cox, 

Vanessa Kilgore, Juanita McBee 

  MILITARY: 

Robert  Manuel, Vincent Crow,  Kenan Laza, Stan Ball, Chad Hogue, Zanic Butler, Primo Ramirez Jr. 

 

L OCAL PUBLIC SERVICE: 
Alan Shelton ( retired), Tim Birdwell, Stephanie Parker, Chris Copeland, Hunter Scott, Mark Renfro, John Erisman, Jacob Yrlas 

 

Prayer Chain: James Montgomery   james.montgomery@fumcennis.org ,  Iris Ball   irisball@att.net 

Check our FUMC Website: http://www.fumcennis.org/  

Staff at FUMC 

Rev. Matt Bailey, Pastor, Christen Vick, Minister to Students, Davin Hutchinson, Minister to Music and Worship 

Dee Keever, Director of Children's Day Out, James Montgomery, Organist/Music Associate 

Juanita McBee, Messenger editor 
Making Disciples Who Make a Difference 
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From the Pastor continued... 

As I have gotten to know the Church at FUMC Ennis I have 

observed some great discipleship. Worship engagement is 

wonderful on Sunday mornings! You folks sing everything, 

whether it’s a song written last week or 400 years ago, and 

you do it with passion. That tells me you arrive with a de-

sire to engage in worship and encounter your God. Not 

only do you help yourself by engaging your voice and your 

heart, but you create a wonderful atmosphere for the new 

baby Christian who is just singing to God for the first time. I 

have also noticed your Sunday school classes are meeting 

with a sense of purpose. Your heart for missions is obvious 

and I hear from many that there is a desire to build rela-

tionships with the unreached with good news of the Gos-

pel. That is great discipleship! 

I want to encourage you to continue to think criti-

cally about our identity and purpose in light of our mission. 

Our mission is not to have church. Our mission is not to 

sing songs. Our mission is not to populate Sunday school 

rooms. If we complete all these tasks but do not use 

those opportunities to make disciples of Jesus Christ 

we have wasted all resources used, even if we enjoyed 

our time wasting them. Ask yourself, “Am I doing this 

because I like to do it, or am I doing this because it is 

good discipleship?” Or, “Is there a better use of these 

resources that could yield significantly better results?” 

Such questions can lead us down challenging paths as 

Christ will always present us opportunities to chose 

between our mission and our comfort, but those who 

persist in obedience will receive a rich reward.  

I look forward to continuing this conversation 

with you in person. Please let me know where you see 

us making disciples, or places you think we can do 

better. There is much to celebrate at FUMC Ennis, and 

there is room to grow. I pray you find the joy of Christ 

in both. 

With Christ’s love, 

-Pastor Matt Bailey 

Youth News 

Summer has zipped on by and the youth have been busy as always.  Over the past two months 

we have been on the conference mission trip, gone to camp, served others in our community, 

been on several outings, helped with Vacation Bible School and now are gearing up for Give a 

Kid a Chance and our Back to School Reception that we host yearly for all teachers, administra-

tors, faculty, school board members, etc…  On August 11th we invite all of you that have a connection with a 

school district to join the youth in Memorial Hall for a come and go back to school reception to thank you for 

what you do.  We will have breakfast finger foods and punch for you to enjoy during the Sunday school hour.  

We look forward to seeing you there as we honor each of you for having a heart for the children and youth of 

our community.   

To Mars and Beyond!— VBS 
Last week FUMC Ennis hosted an out of this world Vacation Bi-

ble School and went to Mars and Beyond!    We had a blast 

reaching out to the children of our community by teaching them 

about Jesus through bible stories, music, skits with our robot 

friend, crafts, recreation, science experiments, fun themed food 

and so much more.  The children made slime, shot off rockets, 

bounced in the moon walk, played in the zero gravity station 

and left each day knowing that they could “Go Beyond in Faith” 

like Daniel and “Go Beyond in Boldness” like Queen Esther.  We 

had a celebration swim party and family cook-out that was a lot 

of fun on Friday and then wrapped up the week with the chil-

dren singing some of the songs they learned during worship ser-

vice on Sunday.  Thank you to everyone that helped to make 

VBS to Mars and Beyond a Success!!!   

 Children’s Day Out & Pre-Kindergarten 
 

I hope everyone has had a great summer. 
Now that August is here it is time to start 

thinking about CDO and Pre-K.  
Our first day of school is Tuesday,  

September 3, 2019. 
 

We will have “Meet the Teacher” for CDO on 
Tuesday, August 27 at 6:00pm. 

  “Meet the Teacher” for Pre-K will be  
Thursday, August 29 at 6:00pm. 

We will have a parent meeting at 6:20pm  
for both CDO and Pre-K.  

 
Please watch for back to school emails the week 

of August 5. 

 
We do have a new email address 

 
CDO@FUMCEnnis.org  

 
I will be sending emails from both accounts for  

the first couple of months. 
 

Enjoy the rest of your summer!! 
 

 

Back to School Event 

Saturday, August 10, 2019 at Ennis High School 

8 am—12 pm 

Volunteers are welcome! Come join us! 

Welcome to our Newest 

Members! 

Join us on Sunday, August 11th for Back to School 

Sunday at FUMC Ennis!!  This will be a fun day for 

students of all ages and all school employees.   From 

9am – 10am we will have a Back to School Celebra-

tion for the children in the Family Life Center and the 

youth will be hosting a Back to School Reception for 

all school employees during this same time in Memo-

rial Hall.  Then during the 10:30am worship service 

we will have the blessing of the backpacks.  All stu-

dents pre-school through college are invited to bring 

their backpacks to church and come forward for a 

special back to school prayer and each student will 

receive a gift.  Invite all of the students in your life to 

be a part of this special Back to School Sunday!! 

Richard and Nina Webb 

joined our church on 

Sunday, July 21, 2019. 

Pastor Matt Bailey’s family, 

James, Emma, and Jennifer 

Bailey, officially joined our 

church on  Sunday, July 

28,2019. 

Mission Commander 

Davin and EP 3-20 

puppet. The scripture 

for the week was 

Ephesians 3:20. 

Gathering in sanctuary 

         VBS Swim party 

 


