
Letter from the Pastor 
 
 
Dear First Methodist Family, 
 
A uniquely American philosopher, Yogi Berra, once said: “If you don’t know where you’re going, you’re likely to 
end up someplace else.” 
 
We just celebrated in a “Big” way Easter Sunday.  It was a day when we worshiped a risen Christ who knew 
exactly what he was doing and where he was going.  The cross was first but the crown was sure.  I want to 
thank everyone who worked so hard to make the Sunday such a beautiful time of worship. The flower covered 
cross was a very touching moment when we saw the old rugged cross transformed into a living cross. I’m so 
thankful for those who brought flowers and for those who placed the flowers on the cross. It was a busy and 
important time.  I’ve heard the pictures of the cross are the most shared pictures we’ve ever had of a worship 
moment. I loved the choir, the bell choir, the instrumental group and the liturgists. It was indeed an awesome 
Sunday.  The ushers and greeters did a good job seating everyone and it was great fun to see the balcony 
full. A full sanctuary is an important sign to each of us of the importance of Easter.  I was so privileged to be in 
worship and issue the greeting, “He is Risen,” and to hear your resounding response, “He is Risen Indeed.”  I 
believe they could hear that response a mile away.  Thank you for Easter at FUMC of Ennis. It was a Sunday 
to remember. 
 
I was getting ready for worship on a previous Easter in another church, and I heard that a car had careened 
through the parking lot and struck the chapel.  I ran outside to make sure that no one was injured and then I 
began to hear a shaken driver’s story. It seems he had been working a long shift and he fell asleep at the 
wheel coming down the street.  He said “I did not wake up until I hit the church.”   Folks, that’ll preach. The 
church is a fellowship designed by God to wake us up and keep us awake long enough to hear God’s 
directions for our living. 
 
Just as there is an Easter Sunday there is a Sunday following Easter. This Sunday we will begin a new 
message series called, “Momentum for Life.”  The message this Sunday will be “Power for Living.” As God 
directs and guides, he also empowers. 
 
None of us want to downsize God’s dream for our lives. God is a God who wants to re-energize us. Momentum 
for life always occurs when we connect with God and follow his plan for our lives. I hope you’ll join us this 
Sunday and for the following Sundays as we begin a four-week message series designed to put momentum 
into our lives.  There is also a “Mother’s Day” in the series and I’m looking forward to some special things that 
will take place to honor the Mother’s and the women of our church. It will be a great time as we prepare for 
living a life of momentum. This might be God’s wake up call to experience the amazing things he has planned 
for you and our church. We have some special music planned for this Sunday that you will not want to miss. 
 
Why did God make us and where are we headed? Are we asleep at the wheel, or are we wide awake, with a 
sense of God’s direction in our lives? Do we have power for living or could we be going through the motions? 
  
 
SEE YOU SUNDAY AT THE “MOMENTUM FOR LIFE” PLACE! 
  
  
Pastor Steve Ramsdell 
 
(From the Pastor January 9, 2019) 

 


